❚ The Future of Princes Risborough

❚ Planning for a Better Place
Preparing the New Local Plan

Wycombe District Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan
that will set out how much land is needed for new homes and
employment areas across the district. This will identify the best and
most sustainable locations for new development up to the year 2031.
Princes Risborough has been identiﬁed as somewhere that could
accommodate growth and also beneﬁt from new development.
Earlier in the year some initial ideas about growth were consulted on,
as part of the Local Plan process.
Many hundreds of people in and around Princes Risborough sent in
responses to this consultation, and many of these were detailed and
thoughtful. Lots of people are concerned that growth could change
or damage the character of the town, or they don’t feel conﬁdent that
growth will bring all the right services and infrastructure for all the
extra people and trafﬁc.

Current plans
A study is now underway to explore the technical feasibility of
delivering this growth and its beneﬁts to the town.
This consultation will directly inﬂuence that study and once the
Council has considered its ﬁndings, it will provide justiﬁcation for
improved and comprehensive infrastructure provision, and it may
lead to land allocations in the new Local Plan. Before that though,
there will be further public consultation in November, where the study
recommendations will be presented.

Why do we need a Local Plan?
If we don’t have a robust Local Plan in place, which allocates
sufﬁcient land for new homes, growth will still happen. We are already
seeing development pressure in and around Princes Risborough, and
the planning system set out by central Government now presumes
that development is acceptable, unless other policies are in place to
stop it.
New development could come forward on local sites where
developers, rather than the community, want to build new homes.
Developers won’t necessarily look at building in the most sustainable
places, or delivering the best outcomes for the town.
Without a robust plan, Princes Risborough risks expanding in an
uncoordinated and piecemeal way. Having a plan means we can get
the best possible beneﬁts for the town and the people who live here
now.

