What’s New?

….And what have we done about it?
•

We are proposing no building on allotment sites – in fact
we are working with local partners to try and provide
new, quality allotment sites across the community

•

We are continuing to work hard with development
partners to deliver the key regeneration sites in Wycombe.
You’ll have seen things start to get going on Compair,
whilst at De La Rue we are looking for a truly sustainable,
mixed development which will deliver new homes as well
as new jobs through business development

•

We are proposing a mixed use development at Handy

You may remember that, back in 2007, we held the Imagine the Future
4 (IF4) consultation. We asked then for your views about overall
strategy, as well as the delivery and development of key sites across
the district.
We have thought a lot about what you said then and we have done
some further technical work on the plans. We are now ready to ask
what you think about how we have changed our plans.
Our aim is to refine the plans and start applying them as soon as
possible, thereby helping improve the district and getting important

Cross which keeps the Sports Centre at this site

sites up and running. However, final approval only comes after
submission of the plan to government and an Independent Inspectors’

•

report. This newsletter summarises the full consultation document
which we have just published. To see the full list of policies and sites.
You can look at this document by visiting our website or looking at a
copy in your local library or area office.
This newsletter covers both the key themes of our plans - such as
greening the environment - and the different areas and towns of the
district.
But before we get started, let’s just have a bit of a stock-take and
remind ourselves of what happened at IF4:

We successfully resisted the last planning application for
Terriers Farm. However we will still have to plan for
sustainable development at some point on this site
(and also on the other greenfield sites at Abbey Barn
North/South, Slate Meadow, Gomm Valley and Ashwells)
as these areas form part of the long term ‘Core Strategy’
adopted by the council last year. But we will only allow
development at these locations when we are sure they
are necessary. Even then we will seek developments of
the highest quality, protecting the things we cherish
most.

What else has happened?

What did you tell us last time?
•

You didn’t want allotment sites built on

•

You supported our vision for the regeneration of key
sites, such as Compair and De La Rue in the Hughenden
Quarter

•

You supported our policy on identifying and protecting
green spaces in the district, and our approach to helping
areas where there is a lack of open space

•

You had mixed feelings about our plan for relocating the
Sports Centre from Handy Cross to Compair

•

You expressed little support for safeguarding Terriers
Farm and other greenfield sites for future development
(something we now have no choice about)
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•

We adopted our ‘Core Strategy’ last year. This
document sets out our overall vision and strategy for
the next 20 years. Wycombe was only the 7th authority
in the South East to successfully adopt a Core Strategy.
It had been subject to extensive consultation and went
through an ‘Examination in Public’.

•

The Core Strategy sets the parameters within which we
must take our planning work forward, and provides the
framework for this ‘Delivery and Site Allocations Plan’.
The Core Strategy sets out a range of policies covering
things like the amount of housing we need to build,
how we want each main area of the district to develop
and how we will protect the district’s environment.

•

The South East Plan was adopted by the government in
May 2009. This is the regional plan which guides us in
our plan-making – we have a legal duty to follow what
it says. This plan:
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o Says that we must provide for 7,800 new homes
from 2006-26. (We have already provided about
1,200 of these.)
o Defines High Wycombe as a ‘Regional Hub’ – this
means it is a key town in the South East for
providing services and is an important place for
improved transport connections.
o Sets out policies to promote sustainability and
encourage renewable energy production.

