LCT 14 WOODED PLATEAU
Constituent LCAs
LCA 14.1

Great Hampden

LCA XX
LCT 14 WOODED PLATEAU
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Upland chalk plateau cut by dry chalk valleys, which create a rolling topography.

•

Arable fields dominate the slopes and floor of incised dry valleys. Fields are often
bounded by sinuous woodland edges and straight hedgerows with occasional
hedgerow trees.

•

Woodland (deciduous and mixed with some coniferous plantation) is prominent
across the area, including wooded commons. Large areas of ancient replanted
and ancient & semi-natural woodland.

•

Sparsely settled with the small villages, scattered farms and individual properties,
often with a strong vernacular.

•

Archaeological features are dispersed across the landscape, including historic
houses and parkland.

•

Winding rural lanes cross the landscape, with large areas accessible only by foot.
A dense network of local footpaths and tracks occur through woodland and
across wooded commons, including long distance footpaths.

•

Varying degrees of enclosure, with open rolling farmland and long views,
contrasting with dense woodland blocks.

•

A rural, peaceful and relatively remote area due to the high proportion of
woodland and lack of settlement.
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LCA in Context

LCA XX
LCA 14.1 GREAT HAMPDEN WOODED PLATEAU
KEY CHARACTERISTICS

•

Upland chalk plateau overlain with clay and flints cut by dry chalk valleys
(associated with the Upper Misbourne and High Wycombe Valleys) which create
a rolling topography.

•

Arable fields dominating the slopes and floor of incised dry valleys. Fields are
medium sized and irregular in shape, often bounded by sinuous woodland edges
and straight hedgerows with occasional hedgerow trees.

•

Woodland (deciduous and mixed with some coniferous plantation) is prominent
across the area occurring particularly on higher ground in the north east and
south west. Large areas of ancient replanted and ancient & semi-natural occur
e.g. at Hampden Coppice and Hamdenleaf Wood.

•

Woodland includes lowland mixed deciduous woodland and lowland beech and
yew woodland BAP priority habitats.

•

Sparsely settled with the small villages of Great Hampden and Little Hampden,
scattered farms and individual properties. Brick and flint is a common building
material and there are some timber framed and thatched cottages. Generally
little modern development.

•

Fields are a mixture of pre 18th century regular and irregular enclosure with some
pre 18th century coaxial and modern fields.

•

Historic houses and parkland landscapes are ‘hidden’ in the landscape at
Chequers and Hampden House.

•

Archaeological features include the prehistoric earthworks of Grim’s Ditch into
the area and Medieval and Post medieval buildings in Little Hampden.

•

Wide, winding rural lanes cut north-west to south-east across the area with large
areas accessible only by foot.

•

Accessible areas of wooded common occur at Low Scrub (owned by The
National Trust), Little Hampden Common and Great Hampden Common. These
provide evidence of historic land management.

•

Crossed by The Chilterns Way, The Icknield Way and South Bucks Way Long
Distance Paths and The Ridgeway. A dense network of local footpaths and tracks
occur through woodland and across wooded commons.

•

Enclosed by woodland which forms a backdrop to views. However there is also a
sense of openness with views across open arable fields and rolling landform to
wooded horizons. Views are glimpsed over the escarpment to the Vale, to the
Wendover Gap and Hughenden Valley.

•

A rural, peaceful and relatively remote area due to the high proportion of
woodland and lack of settlement.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Great Hampden Wooded Plateau lies within Wycombe
District. It forms the higher undulating land backing the escarpment and is elevated
above the Wendover Gap and Misbourne Valley to the east and the Hughenden
Valley to the south. The area is distinguished from the plateau areas to the south and
west by the lack of settlement and greater proportion of woodland cover.
Landscape Character: A large scale undulating chalk plateau landscape
dominated by large swathes of deciduous and mixed woodland and arable fields.
The area is sparsely settled and crossed by only a few winding rural roads with
large areas accessible only by foot. Parkland (at Chequers and Hampden House)
and wooded commons (at Low Scrub, Little Hampden Common and Great
Hampden Common) are features within this landscape. Woodland is the principal
habitat with large area of ancient replanted and ancient & semi-natural woodland
occurring. Grim’s Ditch crosses the area and there are medieval buildings within
Little Hampden. The area is within the Chilterns AONB and crossed by a number
of long distance routes as well as a network of local footpaths notably through
woodland and across commons. This is a rural, peaceful and relatively remote
landscape, enclosed by woodland with some open views across rolling arable fields
to wooded horizons.
Geology: The geology of the area is upland chalk overlain with clay and flints cut by
dry valleys of upper and middle chalk and some head at Hampden Bottom. These
small valleys are tributaries associated with the Upper Misbourne and Hughenden
Valleys. On higher ground soils are slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded
drainage. Freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils occur on dry valley sides and
in the valley bottom.
Topography/ Landform: Plateau landform forming the back of the escarpment
and cut by the dry valleys associated with the Upper Misbourne and Hughenden
Valleys which create a rolling topography.
Hydrology: There are no discernable watercourses. There are however ponds
scattered across the area occurring within woods and associated with farms.
Land Use and Settlement: Woodland (deciduous and mixed) is prominent
across the area occurring particularly on higher ground in the north east and south
west with arable fields dominating the slopes and bottoms of incised dry valleys.
Fields are medium sized and irregular in shape, often bounded by sinuous woodland
edges and straight hedgerows with occasional hedgerow trees. Areas of wooded
common occur at Low Scrub (which has areas of ancient coppice and is owned by
The National Trust) and Little Hampden Common. Great Hampden Common is a
long thin area of common land with open grassland flanked by large swathes of
woodland.
Settlement is infrequent with the very small scale villages of Great Hampden and
Little Hampden. Farmsteads and individual properties are also dispersed across the
area. Brick and flint is notable in buildings and some thatched cottages with little
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modern development. Chequers, the country residence of the Prime Minister and
Hampden House are located in this area, both set within parkland.
Hedged rural roads cross north-west to south east across the area with sunken
lanes occurring towards the escarpment and valley.

Tree Cover: Woodland is prominent throughout the area occurring particularly
on higher ground. Ancient replanted and ancient & semi-natural woodland occurs
across the area with large pockets occurring at Hampden Coppice (Monkton
Wood), Barnes Grove Wood, Sergeants/Giles Woods, Hamdenleaf Wood and
Chisley/Fugsdon woods. There are some small areas of coniferous plantation within
woodland and amongst arable fields. Beech and oak are common species.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: Woodland encloses the landscape and
provides a backdrop to views. There is also a sense of openness with some views
across open arable fields and rolling landform to wooded horizons. Views out are
glimpsed over the escarpment to the Vale, to the Wendover Gap and Hughenden
Valley. Views out to the south west are prevented by dense woodland cover.
The repetition of large areas of woodland and medium sized arable fields across a
gently undulating landform creates a large scale and uncomplex landscape. Wide
rural roads cross north west to south east with large areas of land in between
accessible only by foot. Some roads are open either side into woodland. There is
little settlement with dispersed farmsteads and occasional small villages adding to the
rural character. This is a rural, peaceful and tranquil area due to the high proportion
of woodland and lack of human intrusion.
This landscape is within the Chilterns AONB. It is crossed by The Chilterns Way,
The Icknield Way and South Bucks Way Long Distance Paths and The Ridgeway.
National Trust land occurs at Low Scrubs with car parking and picnic areas. There
are numerous local footpaths and tracks through woodland and across wooded
commons.

Biodiversity: Woodland is the principal habitat with broadleaved, mixed, and yew
woodland and lowland mixed deciduous woodland dominating the area. There are
smaller blocks of lowland beech and yew woodland and coniferous plantation. Local
wildlife sites in this area are all woodlands (Chisley & Ashmore Woods, Giles & Ninn
Woods, Hampden Woods Northern Complex, Hampdenleaf Wood
Hengrove Wood & Coach Hedgerow, Hillock Wood, Keepershill & Monkton
Woods, Lodge Wood, Piggott's Wood and Warren Wood). BAP priority habitats
are lowland mixed deciduous woodland and lowland beech and yew woodland.
Brush Hill and Whiteleaf Hill Local Nature Reserves lie partly in this area but
predominantly on adjacent the escarpment.
Historic Environment: This area has evidence of human occupation since
prehistoric times, with of mesolithic/Neolithic flint works. The most notable
prehistoric monument is Grim’s Ditch, a linear bank and ditch system which bisects
part of the area; the earthwork is believed to date from the Iron Age and may have
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been a territorial boundary. A number of medieval buildings occur in Little
Hampden.
Fields are a mixture of pre 18th century regular and irregular enclosure with some
pre 18th century coaxial and modern fields. Wooded commons occur, in medieval
times these played an important part in the rural economy. They were managed as
wood pasture to provide firewood and building material as well as grazing rights and
pannage for stock.
The most prominent aspect of the historic landscape are the historic parks of
Hampden House (a Grade I listed house dating from the 14th century) and Chequers,
(an 18th -19th century landscape park and woodland and 16th century Grade I listed
red brick mansion). Chequers is more widely known for its history in the 20th
century as the country retreat for Prime Ministers.

Designations:
• Chilterns AONB
•

Registered Parks and Gardens: Chequers, Grade II

•

Scheduled Monuments: Grim’s Ditch between Lily Bottom Lane and Redland
End, from Redland End to Hampden Park, south east of Hampden House and in
Oaken Grove; Danes Camp

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 16 No.

•

Conservation Areas: Hampden House, Great Hampden (2)

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 3 types.

•

Biological Notification Sites: 24 No.

•

Local Nature Reserves: 1 No.

•

Local Geological Sites: 3 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 12 No.

•

SAC: Chilterns Beechwood.
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

Extensive woodland cover which provides enclosure and a backdrop to views as
well as biodiversity and recreational value.

•

The hedgerow network which links to woodland, providing wildlife corridors.

•

Open views across rolling arable farmland to wooded horizons and occasional
glimpsed views out to adjacent landscapes (over the escarpment to the Vale, to
Hughenden Valley and Aylesbury Vale).

•

The lack of settlement with only a few rural roads crossing the area with large
areas accessible only by foot.

•

Wooded and open grassland commons which provide biodiversity value,
accessible recreational areas and historic reference.

•

Historic country houses and their parkland which are impressive features in the
landscape.

•

Pre 18th century regular, irregular and co-axial enclosures and archaeological
features which provide evidence of historic land use and time depth.

•

The transition to the escarpment and Wendover Gap along rural sunken lanes.

•

The remote and peaceful character which is due to the high proportion of
woodland and lack of settlement and roads.

•

The intactness of the landscape and lack of intrusive features.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Great Hampden Wooded Plateau is strong. Key characteristics are prominent
within the landscape and the lack of intrusive features makes this a physically and
visually intact landscape.
Strategy/ Vision: Conserve and enhance the remote, rural and peaceful character
of Great Hampden Wooded Plateau formed by the high proportion of woodland, open
farmland, wooded commons and lack of settlement.
Landscape Guidelines
•

Conserve and appropriately manage the mixed and deciduous woodland (much
of which is ancient). Restrict increases in coniferous plantation.

•

Conserve and appropriately manage hedgerows to reinforce character and to
provide a wildlife habitat and ecological connectivity.

•

Maintain access to woodland and the footpath network which is an important
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means of experiencing this landscape.
•

Conserve open views across arable farmland to wooded horizons and out to
adjacent landscapes.

•

Resist modern development and avoid road improvements which would alter the
character of rural roads.

•

Conserve and appropriately manage wooded commons and open grassland
commons and access across them. Encourage traditional woodland management
including wood pasture and prevent scrub encroachment.

•

Conserve and manage historic parklands and their settings.

•

Conserve, maintain and restore early field systems and archaeological features.

•

Maintain sunken lanes which mark the transition to adjacent areas.

•

Conserve the intact, remote and peaceful character which is formed by the
woodland cover, lack of modern development and lack of busy main roads.
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Mixed woodland blocks, creates a rich variety of colours
and textures.

Large scale undulating landform near Chequers.

Winding rural lanes enclosed by woodland.

LCT 15 UNDULATING PLATEAU
Constituent LCAs
LCA 15.1
LCA 15.2

Lee & Buckland Common
Fawley

LCA XX
LCT 15 UNDULATING PLATEAU
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated and undulating Upper Chalk plateau overlain by Clay with Flints. Also
incorporating sloping valley sides to the south and west. Cut by dry chalk valley
in places which create undulations in the landform.

•

Large swathes of woodland, much of which is ancient with smaller blocks
interspersed. Network of woodland, hedgerows and green lanes is important for
biodiversity.

•

Clay and flints gives rise to a heathy character in places, with scrub and bracken
noticeable in hedgerows and road side verges. Some dispersed areas of
calcareous grassland.

•

Fields are a mixture of arable, pasture and some paddock interspersed with
woodland, predominately within early field enclosures.

•

A low density of settlement. Small villages/hamlets, historic commons and
scattered farmsteads and individual buildings. Distinctive vernacular building types
are common.

•

Winding, narrow rural lanes are enclosed by tall hedgerows, with occasional
sunken lanes. Crossed by a network of rights of way and bridleways including
long distance footpaths.

•

Varying levels of enclosure, with a strong sense of containment within woodland
and along hedged roads and in villages, contrasting with open farmland.
Woodland limits and contains views within the area.

•

An intimate landscape, with a rural and peaceful character.
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LCA XX
LCA 15.2 FAWLEY UNDULATING PLATEAU
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated and undulating Upper Chalk plateau with Clay with Flints and Lambeth
Group geology on higher ground. Also incorporating sloping valley sides to the
south and west.

•

Large swathes of woodland (much of which is ancient) in the south and east with
smaller blocks interspersed with pasture, rough grazing and arable farming.

•

Clay and flints gives rise to a heathy character in places. Heathland commons are
frequent in the north and scrub and bracken noticeable on road verges and along
field boundaries. Some dispersed areas of calcareous grassland in the south.

•

A low density of settlement. Small villages/hamlets have grown up around heathy
commons (Northend Turville Heath and Southend) and village greens (Fawley).

•

Settlements have a well-treed character. Distinctive vernacular building types
include brick and flint and red brick buildings.

•

Field enclosures are predominantly pre 18th century irregular fields and 20th
century enclosure. Historic parkland and a manor house occur at Turville Park.

•

Winding, narrow rural lanes are enclosed by tall hedgerows, with occasional
sunken lanes. A lime avenue, through Turville Heath provides a distinctive and
contrasting feature.

•

Crossed by a network of rights of way and bridleways including Shakespeare’s
Way and Chilterns Way Long Distance Paths.

•

Varying levels of enclosure, with a strong sense of containment within woodland
and along hedged roads and in villages, contrasting with open farmland.

•

Views are often short range across open fields to wooded horizons or enclosed
along hedged lanes. Woodland limits and contains views within the area. There
are occasional longer views west outside the district boundary.

•

A small scale and intimate landscape, with a rural and peaceful character.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Fawley Undulating Plateau lies wholly within
Wycombe District. This area is defined by undulating plateau land to the west of the
Hambleden Valley and north of the Thames floodplain. In the south it incorporates
the wooded, undulating valley slopes of the Thames Floodplain. Its western boundary
incorporates the valley slopes which continue across the county boundary to South
Oxfordshire (character area Chilterns Ridges and Valleys). The southern and eastern
boundaries are defined by woodland cover. The western boundary is defined by the
district and county boundary.
Landscape Character: Elevated and undulating plateau landform which is part
of the chalk dipslope, gradually sloping from north to south and also westwards
into South Oxfordshire. Large swathes of broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland
dominate the south east of the area with open arable slopes to the west and
pasture/ rough grazing interspersed on higher ground. Overlying deposits of clay
with flint give rise to a heathy character and small villages/hamlets are associated
with heathland commons (Southend, Northend and Turville Heath). Scattered
areas of calcareous grassland also occur in the south. Woodland, tall hedgerows
and tree cover in villages create an enclosed and secluded character. However
there are some longer views across farmland to wooded backdrops and occasional
views out across South Oxfordshire. Parkland occurs at Turville Heath and the
associated lime avenue (a public road) contrasts to the winding nature of rural
roads throughout the area. This is a rural and peaceful landscape.
Geology: Predominantly Upper Chalk with areas of Clay with Flints and Lambeth
Group on highest ground. To the south the chalk has been eroded by the Thames
Valley exposing its Middle Chalk and overlain by River Terrace Deposits. Similarly
Middle Chalk on the western boundary reflects the transition to the Ridges and
Valleys landscape in South Oxfordshire. Shallow lime-rich soils correspond to Upper
Chalk with slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage over Clay with
Flints. Freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils occur on the southern edge
marking the transition to the Thames Floodplain.
Topography/ Landform: Elevated and undulating plateau landform which is part
of the chalk dipslope gradually sloping from north to south and also westwards into
South Oxfordshire. The southern slopes meet the Thames floodplain and are incised
by a series of dry chalk valleys.
Hydrology: The area contains the heads of dry valleys but there are no discernable
watercourses. There are however small ponds dispersed across the area associated
with farms.
Land Use and Settlement: Fields are a mixture of arable and rough grazing,
interspersed with woodland. Arable farmland dominates the eastern slopes with
pasture and rough grazing occurring on higher ground and in proximity to villages.
Large areas of broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland dominate the south and east
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with smaller pockets scattered through farmland. The clay with flints geology gives
rise to heathland commons around which small villages/hamlets have grown up
Bracken is also evident in hedgerows contributing to the heathy character.
Settlement density is low and dispersed. The string of common or heathland edge
villages/hamlets (Northend, Turville Heath, Southend) occur on higher ground
dispersed along the spine of the area. Properties occur on the edges of heathy
commons, in places hidden by scrub woodland which since grazing ceased has
enclosed areas of traditionally open common. Fawley comprises a well treed
settlement loosely scattered along rural lanes and has a Village Green. Flint, brick
and weatherboarding are common building materials.
Rural roads wind through the area, linking villages, enclosed by tall hedgerows or
woodland and sunken in places. The straight road across Turville Heath was planted
as a grand avenue of limes trees as part of the parkland setting for Turville Park.
The Chiltern Way and Shakespeare’s Way Long Distance Trails cross the area with
some local footpaths crossing through farmland and woodland.

Tree Cover: The south east of the area is dominated my large swathes of
broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland including ancient woodland (e.g. Great
Wood). Smaller blocks of broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland and some
coniferous woodland occurs throughout the area with some hanging woodland
retained on valley slopes. Pockets of broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland and
scrub woodland occurs in relation to heathy commons and tree cover is notable in
villages and enclosing along roads.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: This is a well wooded and treed
landscape which creates a strong sense of enclosure. There are some long views
within the area across farmland to wooded backdrops. Occasionally, on open slopes
and where woodland permits, there are views to the Hambleden Valley, to the
Thames floodplain and into the adjacent South Oxfordshire District.
The area is intimate in scale with a rural and peaceful character brought about by the
woodland cover, undulating landform, winding hedged roads, mosaic pattern of
farmland and secluded heathland villages.

Biodiversity: The large swathes of ancient woodland and smaller blocks dispersed
across farmland and connected by hedgerows provide wildlife habitats. A number of
woodlands are local wildlife sites (Cadmore Wood, Churchfield Wood, Eversdown
Copse, Gussetts Wood, Idlecombe & Gravelly Wood and Moore's Wood. Turville
Heath Summer Heath and Southend Common are biological notification sites.
Small areas of calcareous grassland occur interspersed with woodland in the south
with Local wildlife sites at Eversdown Valley and Fawley Bottom Farm Orchard.
BAP priority habitats in this area are lowland beech and yew woodland, lowland
calcareous grassland and lowland mixed deciduous woodland.
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Historic Environment: This part of Buckinghamshire has evidence of occupation
dating from prehistoric times with the discovery of Mesolithic site near Kimble Farm.
While a medieval hunting park is believed to have existed at Turville Park. Beyond
these few sites there is little known archaeology in this area.
Ancient woodland is abundant to the south and east of the area while the remaining
landscape is composed of field enclosures, predominantly pre 18th century irregular
and sinuous fields (with some co-axial) and 20th century enclosure. Historic
settlement is dispersed in nature, made up of common edge settlements, linear rows
and farmsteads. Turville heath originally belonged to Turville Park until the avenue
became a public road and the heath became common land. William Perry who was
the high sheriff for the county in 1742, built the present mansion and planted the
lime avenue.

Designations:
• Chilterns AONB
•

English Heritage Scheduled Monuments: Roman Villa North of Yewden Lodge.

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 8 No.

•

Conservation Area: Fawley, Northend, Southend Common and Turville Heath

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 3 types

•

Biological Notification Sites: 30 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 8No.
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities:
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

Extensive woodland cover which includes ancient and hanging woodland and
provides enclosure and backdrop to views as well as biodiversity interest.

•

Heathland commons at Northend, Turville Heath, Southend, traditionally grazed
by livestock, now grassed or scrub.

•

Pockets of calcareous grassland which contribute to the diversity of wildlife
habitats.

•

The low density of settlement and historic hamlets/ villages which have grown up
around heathy commons.

•

Pre 18th century irregular, sinuous and coaxial field enclosures which are visible
reminders of the historic use of land.

•

Parkland at Turville Park and the lime avenue which is a striking feature in the
landscape.

•

The intimate scale and enclosed character with some long views across farmland
to wooded backdrops and occasional views out to South Oxfordshire, the
Hambelden Valley and Thames Floodplain.

•

Winding lanes enclosed by tall hedgerows which contribute to the rural
character.

•

The rural, peaceful and untouched character.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Fawley Undulating Plateau is strong. The key characteristics of are strongly
conveyed.
Strategy/ Vision: Conserve the rural and peaceful character of the Fawley
Undulating Plateau formed by the large swathes of woodland, arable and pastoral
fields, historic heathland villages and rural lanes.
Landscape Guidelines
•

Conserve and appropriately manage the woodland (including ancient and hanging
woodland) and linking hedgerow network with hedgerow trees which provide
enclosure in the landscape and form a strong landscape pattern and important
wildlife corridor.

•

Appropriately manage and restore heathland habitats on historic commons
including management of scrub woodland encroachment.
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•

Appropriately manage areas of calcareous grassland and seek to extend and link
these habitats.

•

Conserve and maintain historic heathland common settlements.

•

Conserve the loose, open character of settlement and avoid infilling.

•

Conserve and restore early field systems.

•

Conserve and appropriately manage parkland. Ensure perpetuity of the lime
avenue through appropriate management.

•

Conserve historic elements and archaeological features, which provide evidence
of past use of the land.

•

Maintain open views out to adjacent landscapes (South Oxfordshire, the
Hambelden Valley and Thames Floodplain).

•

Maintain the rural character of roads and lanes; avoid road improvements which
would alter their character.
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Pasture and rough grazing farmland with a wooded
backdrop. Bracken is evident in hedgerows contributing to
a heathy character.

Swathes of woodland enclosing small winding rural roads.

Brick and flint are common building materials in small
villages/ hamlets.

The lime tree avenue through Turville Heath is a distinctive
feature, contrasting with winding rural roads.

Villages have grown up around commons or village greens.

Undulating plateau, with low density of scattered
settlement, with a small scale and intimate character.

LCT 16 SETTLED PLATEAU
Constituent LCAs
LCA 16.1
LCA 16.2
LCA 16.3
LCA 16.4
LCA 16.5

Stokenchurch
Walter’s Ash & Naphill
Great Kingshill
Hyde Heath
Ashley Green

LCA XX
LCT 16 SETTLED PLATEAU
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated, gently undulating plateau, predominately chalk overlain by clay with
flints, which gives rise to loamy/clayey soils with impeded drainage.

•

A mosaic of farmland, comprising arable fields, rough grazing, paddock and
pasture. Defined by hedgerows and rural fencing, and interlocked with small
areas of woodland which create a landscape of both openness and enclosure.

•

Small pockets of woodland dispersed throughout, often along plateau edges,
transitional with the steeper valley slopes.

•

High density of dispersed settlement, comprising small nucleated villages and
hamlets, which occasionally spread out along roads. Individual properties and
farmsteads are dispersed across the area. A mix of modern and traditional
buildings.

•

Areas of common land are occasionally dispersed across these landscapes,
often associated with small villages, and providing important recreational
opportunities and ecological importance.

•

Some busy roads cross the plateaus, with a network of smaller rural roads,
which radiate into adjacent valleys. A good rights of way network, with
numerous tracks through woodland areas.

•

A mix of field enclosures, with some early pre 18th century enclosures
including some co-axial and assart systems, and later 19th, 20th century and
parliamentary enclosures.

•

Extensive views across open, flat fields to a wooded or open skyline.
Settlement and development occasionally fragment and disrupt views.

•

A simple and legible landscape, with a tranquil and rural character away from
settlement and busy roads.
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated, undulating plateau, overlain by clay with flints, which gives rise to
loamy/clayey soils with impeded drainage. The south west comprises a mix of
chalk, clay, sand and gravels and Lambeth Group, which generates more freely
draining soils.

•

A mosaic of arable fields, rough grazing, paddock and pasture are defined by
hedgerows and wooden fencing, and interlocked with areas of woodland which
create a landscape of both openness and enclosure. Smaller fields of paddock are
often closely associated with settlement edge.

•

Relatively large woodland blocks are dispersed throughout the area. There are a
combination of broadleaved, mixed, beech and yew, with some coniferous
woodland. Large areas of ancient woodland include, East Wood, Leygrove’s
Wood, Pound Wood and Hartmoor Wood. Woodland extends along the
boundary, within adjacent character areas, providing a strong visual containment.

•

Settlement is concentrated in the north and south of the area, at Stokenchurch
and Lane End, respectively. Modern development dominates these villages.
Smaller rural villages, and isolated properties /farmsteads, with a strong historical
character, are dispersed along roads.

•

Areas of common land occur at Wheeler End, Handleton Common and
Cadmore End Common, in the south, and at Ibstone Common in the west, often
associated with small villages. , and provide important recreational opportunities
and ecological importance.

•

Pre 18th century irregular field enclosures and 20th century enclosures dominate,
with areas of 19th century enclosure and extended fields. Extensive boundary loss
is often closely associated with development.

•

Limited rights of way network and few roads away from main transport
corridors. Small rural roads and lanes are often lined and enclosed by hedgerows.
The M40 cuts through the landscape, creating a noticeable audible and visual
impact.

•

Views are often confined by woodland, with some long views across open fields
to a wooded or open skyline. Important views across the Hambleden Valley,

•

A simple and legible landscape, with a tranquil character away from settlement
areas and transport corridors.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Stokenchurch Settled Plateau lies entirely within the
Wycombe District. It is dictated largely by the topography and the density of
settlement. The area is an elevated plateau raised above the Hambleden Valley,
which lies to the south west. It is distinguished from the large scale rolling landscape
to the north east and south.
Landscape Character: An elevated, undulating plateau, overlain largely by clay
with flints, which gives rise to loamy/clayey soils with impeded drainage. The
south west has a varied geology, which generates more freely draining soils, and
gives rise to a more undulating topography. Mixed farmland, consisting of arable,
rough grazing, pasture and paddock, is interspersed with large blocks of woodland,
which results in varying degrees of enclosure across the landscape. Woodland and
hedgerows provide a sense of seclusion and generate a rich texture, which
contrasts with the open fields. Views vary between large vistas from the edge of
the area, such as across Hambleden, to enclosed views within woodland and along
hedged lanes. Settlement is concentrated in the north and south, at Stokenchurch,
and Lane End, respectively, with small rural hamlets, and isolated properties
/farmsteads spread along roads. Common land is located at Wheeler End,
Handleton Common, Cadmore End Common, and Ibstone Common, often with a
strong vernacular character. The M40 and A40 cross the area, creating a local
audible and visual impact, however away from these busy areas, a tranquil
landscape prevails.
Geology: The north is underlain largely by clay with flints, with Upper Chalk along
the edges of the area. In the south a mix of geology exists, with the addition of sand
and gravels and Lambeth Group. Slightly acidic, loamy and clayey soils predominate,
often with impeded drainage. Upper Chalk is typically overlain by freely draining,
shallow, lime rich soils. The south comprises a mix of loamy and clayey soils, with a
combination of both impeded drainage and freely draining qualities.
Topography/Landform: Elevated undulating plateau landscape, noticeably more
undulating in the south of the area, as a result of the varied geology. The plateau
gradually rises towards the north, reaching approximately 230m at its highest point,
close to Stokenchurch.
Hydrology: Small ponds are scattered across the plateau, often in close proximity
to woodland areas. Elsewhere, relatively few notable hydrological features are
evident.
Land use and Settlement: A mosaic of mixed farmland, consisting of arable
cultivation, rough grazing, pasture and paddocks, and interlocked with large blocks of
woodland. Hedgerows with trees, and rural wooden post and wire fencing define
field boundaries. Smaller fields, comprising paddocks are often associated with
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settlement.
Settlement is concentrated at both the north, namely Stokenchurch, and south, Lane
End, which comprise compact, dense residential areas. In between these two villages,
settlement is often spread linearly along roads, comprising small rural hamlets, and
isolated properties /farmsteads. Settlement associated with commons is located at
Wheeler End, Handleton Common, Cadmore End Common, and Ibstone Common,
and presents a strong historic character, with red brick and brick and flint buildings.
The M40 borders Stokenchurch and Lane End, and the A40 passes through the north
of the area. Away from these busy corridors, a small number of rural roads and lanes
exist. There is a limited rights of way network.

Tree Cover: There are a significant number of relatively large woodland blocks.
Woodland extends along the boundary, within adjacent character areas, providing
containment and a strong visual boundary. Large areas of broadleaved, mixed and
yew woodland are often located along the edges of the character area, transitional
with the higher ridge lines. These include, East Wood, Hanger Wood, Commonhill
Wood and Hartmoor Wood. Two significant National Trust mixed woodlands are
located close to Cadmore End in the south of the area. Additionally, areas of
coniferous, scrub woodland and beech and yew woodlands are dispersed
throughout. Trees are often scattered along hedgerow field boundaries and road
sides.
Perceptual/Experiential Landscape: The mix of farmland and woodland,
results in varying degrees of enclosure across this landscape. Dense woodlands and
hedgerows provide a sense of seclusion and generate a rich texture and colour,
contrasting with the open, smooth fields. The repetition of farmland and woodland
creates a simple and legible landscape.
Views are often changing between large vistas from the edge of the area, and across
open fields, to enclosed views within woodland and along hedged lanes. Extensive
views are possible south west across Hambleden Valley.
The M40 dissects the area, running through its length, and the A40, cuts through the
north, both creating a noticeable audible and visual impact of the landscape. Away
from these busy roads and larger settlement areas of Stokenchurh and Lane End, a
tranquil landscape prevails, due largely to the extent of woodland. Public rights of
way through the area are relatively limited.

Biodiversity: Large blocks of woodland provide an important biodiversity
resource, with a wide mix of woodland types. Many of which are Biological
Notification Sites or Local Wildlife Sites, predominately broadleaved and mixed
woodland. Aston Rowant Wood, in the north, is a lowland beech and yew
woodland, which is part of the Chiltern’s Beechwood special area of conservation
and also recognised as an SSSI, dominated by beech and oak, with sycamore, larch
and spruce as understorey. Another SSSI lowland beech and yew woodland is found
in the south, Widdenton Park Wood, with a rich mix of species and ages. Areas of
bracken are often associated with scrub woodland. Woodland is interspersed largely
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by agricultural land, and hedgerows provide an important link between these
features, creating wildlife corridors and habitats.

Historic Environment: Large areas of pre 18th century irregular field enclosures
dominate, with frequent smaller areas of 20th century field systems, interspersed.
Some19th century field systems are located throughout, and extended fields, with
extensive field boundary loss are sometimes located close to modern development,
such as roads and urban areas.
Common land at Wheeler End, Handleton Common and Cadmore End Common, in
the south, and at Ibstone Common in the west, is often associated with small ridge
top villages and hamlets, and provides an important recreational opportunities, and
ecological benefits. Wheeler End Common, an open common is surrounded by a
loose grouping of historic settlement, and at Cadmore End Common, isolated or
small groupings of settlement are scattered adjacent to it. Common edge settlement
is dispersed across the character area, often with a strong historic character.
Stokenchurch and Lane End, have a combination of historic buildings and more
modern development.
There are some scattered archaeological remains within the area, which include
prehistoric features, post medieval brick and tile works, and Mesolithic flint.

Designations:
•

The Chilterns AONB

•

Archaeological Notification Areas: 9 No.

•

Conservation Areas: Cadmore End, Cadmore End Common, Lane End,
Stokenchurch, Wheeler End Common

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 3 types.

•

Biological Notification Sites: 30 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 12 No.

•

Special Area of Conservation: 2 No. Aston Rowant; Chilterns Beechwood.

•

SSSI: 5 No. Aston Rowant; Aston Rowant Woods; Bolter End Sand Pit;
Widdenton Park Wood; Wormsley Chalk Banks.
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are as follows:
•

Woodland areas (particularly ancient woodland) which provides landscape
structure and biodiversity value.

•

The open character contrasted with enclosed and intimate areas (particularly
woodland)

•

Common land at Wheeler End, Handleton Common, Cadmore End Common,
and Ibstone Common.

•

Elements of tranquillity and ‘rural’ qualities, which could be affected by further
development.

•

Inter visibility – Long panoramas, particularly towards Hambleden Valley.

•

Network of hedgerows which create enclosure and visual unity, as well as
providing an ecological benefit, and could be lost by poor management.

•

The small number rural roads and lanes, which may be under pressure to expand
and be widened.

•

The undeveloped green space in between settlement, which are vulnerable to
settlement expansion.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Stokenchurch Settled Plateau is moderate. Prominent development, at
Stokenchurch, and the busy M40 and A40, interrupt the landscape and reduces the
distinctiveness of character.
Strategy/Vision: To conserve and enhance the mosaic of farmland and woodland,
and areas of common land, and to maintain the pockets of tranquillity away from
overt human influence, and the rural character of areas in between settlement.
Landscape Guidelines:
•

Conserve areas of woodland, which provide enclosure in the landscape and form
an important landscape pattern and feature, and invaluable biodiversity benefit.

•

Promote appropriate management of arable farmland, rough grazing, pasture and
paddock, to help generate a wildlife rich habitat, and visually attractive landscape.

•

Conserve views across the landscape and towards the Hambleden Valley, in
relation to any new development.

•

Conserve and manage the network of hedgerows which characterise the
landscape, infilling of gaps and appropriate pruning and cutting regimes.

•

Conserve common land and common edge settlement, and ensure proper
management of these spaces. Conserve the loose settlement character
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preventing infilling and nucleation.
•

Maintain existing green space between settlements to prevent coalescence.

•

Maintain the rural character of roads, avoiding road improvements (e.g.
widening) which would alter their character.
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Flat plateau landscape, open views across fields, with
woodland backdrop.

Smaller fields, delineated by wooden post and rail fencing.

Large blocks of woodland, with tall beech trees, create a
strong sense of enclosure

Long views across the Hambleden Valley.

LCA 16.2 WALTER’S ASH AND NAPHILL SETTLED PLATEAU

LCA in Context

LCA XX
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated, gently undulating plateau, of chalk overlain by clay with flints, which
gives rise to loamy/clayey soils with impeded drainage.

•

A mosaic of arable fields, rough grazing and paddocks are defined by hedgerows
and rural fencing, and interlocked with areas of woodland which create a
landscape of both openness and enclosure.

•

Pockets of woodland along plateau edge, transitional with the steeper valley
slopes, which cut through the area. Woodland extends along the boundary,
within adjacent character areas, providing a strong visual containment. Areas of
ancient woodland occur at Walter’s Ash and Naphill.

•

Relatively densely settled, with residential development spread linearly along
New Road, which runs through the area. The rural villages of Walter’s Ash and
Naphill are prominent, and Lacey Green lies in the north.

•

20th century residential development dominates, with occasional vernacular brick
and flint buildings.

•

Areas of common land occur at Naphill Common and Downley Common, in the
south, close to settlement. The beech woodland at Naphill Common is
recognised as an SSSI.

•

Extensive areas of early, assart enclosure found along the plateau edge,
continuous with adjacent valleys. A large area of parliamentary field enclosure
located immediately north of Lacey Green. Elsewhere, a mix of 20th century field
systems and pre 18th century irregular enclosures.

•

Grim’s Ditch, a linear Iron Age bank and ditch system runs through the area in
the north and north west.

•

The three sites of RAF High Wycombe are situated in the north of Walter’s Ash,
with associated buildings and signage, influencing the character of the locality.

•

Small rural roads cut through the landscape, and form the structure of linear
settlements. Roads radiate into adjacent valleys. A good rights of way network,
with numerous tracks through woodland areas.

•

Long views across open fields to a wooded or open skyline, with some important
views across the Wye Valley, Hughenden Valley and towards the Wain Hill
Escarpment.

•

A simple and legible landscape, with a tranquil character away from settlement
areas.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Walters Ash and Naphill Settled Plateau, is located
entirely within the Wycombe District. It is bounded largely by character areas with
a significantly different topography, defining its periphery. The plateau sits above
three valleys, the Wye Valley, to the south west and the Hughenden Valley to the
north east. The area from the high land behind the escarpment is to the north of
the character area. The north east boundary is defined largely by the extensively
wooded landscape, which creates a distinct physical and visual definition.
Landscape Character: A gently undulating plateau, elevated above surrounding
areas, and predominantly overlain with clay and flints. A mosaic of mixed farmland
and woodland areas, which creates a landscape of varying enclosure. Woodland is
spread along the edges of the area, forming the crests of adjacent valleys, creating
a strong sense of containment. Settlement is spread linearly through the landscape,
with prominent village, Walter’s Ash and Naphill. Field boundaries consist of
wooden fencing and a good network of hedgerows, which link woodland and
agricultural areas. Large pockets of early assart enclosures occupy areas along the
edges of the landscape. A simple and tranquil landscape, away from busy areas,
with long views over adjacent valleys and toward Wain Hill escarpment in the east.
RAF High Wycombe, located immediately north of Walter’s Ash has a distinctive
influence on the character of settlement, with a more modern character.
Geology: A capping of Clay with Flint covers this character area, with small
sections of the underlying Upper Chalk exposed along the steeper valley tops. Soils
are consequently slightly acidic loamy and clayey, with impeded drainage.
Topography/Landform: An elevated, slightly undulating plateau landscape
forming the highest part of the dipslope backing the escarpment and gently sloping
from between 210m and 175m from north to south.
Hydrology: Relatively few notable hydrological features. Occasional small ponds,
located close to woodland areas.
Land use and Settlement: A mosaic of mixed farmland, consisting of arable
cultivation, rough grazing and paddocks are interlocked with woodland. A
combination of hedgerows, with some trees, rural wooden post and wire fencing,
and some metal estate rail define field boundaries. Settlement is spread linearly and
relatively densely through the area, with prominent residential development at
Naphill and Walter’s Ash, and at Lacey Green in the north. A mix of modern (20th
century) and historic settlement occurs, with more modern development
dominating. Historic built materials include brick and flint. The three sites of RAF
High Wycombe are situated in the north of Walter’s Ash, with associated buildings
and signage, influencing the character of the locality. New Road (B road) runs
through the length of the character area, passing through settlement, with small rural
roads radiating of this central corridor into adjacent valleys.

Land Use Consultants

90

LCA XX
LCA 16.2 WALTER’S ASH AND NAPHILL SETTLED PLATEAU
Tree Cover: Fields are often interspersed with blocks of woodland, particularly
along the edges of the character area, consistent with the upper valley sides, and
along the western area of Walter’s Ash and Naphill. Woodland comprises mixed
deciduous, beech and yew, broadleaved and some small pockets of coniferous, much
of which is ancient woodland. A significant wooded area is Naphill Common, a
lowland mixed deciduous, semi natural woodland, with high structural diversity A
well established scrub layer exists underneath. Some trees are scattered within
hedgerows, along roads and field boundaries.
Perceptual/Experiential Landscape: A landscape of open farmland which
contrasts with a more intimate and enclosing blocks of woodland. Within open areas
and towards the edges of the plateau, long views are possible over the Wye Valley
and Hughenden Valley, and east across to Wain Hill Escarpment.
Despite the extensive linear settlement running through the area, a tranquil
landscape exists. Interlocking and repetition of woodland and farmland helps to
create unity across the character area and results in a simple and legible landscape.
A good public rights of way network passes through the area, particularly with
common land and woodland. Naphill Common and Downley Common are popular
local spaces and provide opportunities for recreation.

Biodiversity: Scattered blocks of woodland provide valuable ecological value
throughout this area. The Chiltern beechwoods at Naphill Common, to the west of
Naphill and Walter’s Ash, are of particular importance, and designated as SSS1 and
Special Areas of Conservation. Hedgerows provide important wildlife habitats,
linking agricultural areas, with woodland. The western and eastern edges of the area
are recognised as South East Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (Radnage Valley and
Upper Hughenden Valley, respectively).
Historic Environment: Archaeologically this area contains some important sites
and monuments, including the prehistoric earthworks of Grim’s Ditch which
traverses the area in the north and north west. There is also the Medieval Deer Park
and Park Boundary, and a number of earthworks within Naphill Common.
The historic landscape is mainly composed of fields, settlement and common land.
There are significant blocks of early, assarted fields around Naphill Common and
south of Lacey Green, this field type occur along the edges of the character area,
often continuous with the adjacent valleys, and interlocked with blocks of ancient
woodland. Later enclosure is located mainly to the north of the area including a
large proportion of parliamentary field enclosures at Lacey Green, while modern 20th
century enclosures are intermittently distributed usually adjacent to villages and
farms.
The commons of Naphill and Downley are distinctive features of this area, in the 19th
century they formed one large continuous common, although during the 20th century
a combination of woodland regeneration and suburban development changed the
character of Naphill common. These changes have had an impact on historic
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settlement character of Naphill and Downley which are historically common edge
settlements. The establishment of RAF Bomber Command during the Second
World War created a new base and village at Walter’s Ash.
Other notable historic settlements in the area are the villages of Speen and Lacey
Green; these places possess a dispersed settlement pattern which has been altered
by the growth and development of new housing in the 20th century.

Designations:
•
•

Chilterns AONB
English Heritage Scheduled Monuments: Grim’s Ditch – 660m to west of
Walter’s Ash; Grim’s Ditch from Grymsdyke Manor to RAF High Wycombe;
Grim’s Ditch from west of White House Farm to Lily Bank Farm; Grim’s Ditch
south west of White House Farm.

•

Archaeological Notification Areas: 7 No.

•

Conservation Areas: Downley Common, Lacey Green and Speen

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 5 No.

•

Biological Notification Sites: 29 No.

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 3 types

•

SSSI: 2 No. Bradenham Woods, Park and the Coppice; Naphill Common.

•

Special Area of Conservation: 1 No. Chiltern’s Beechwood
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are as follows:
•

Woodland areas (particularly ancient woodland) which provides enclosure and
biodiversity value.

•

The open character contrasted with enclosed and intimate areas (particularly
woodland).

•

The early assart enclosures at the valley crests.

•

The wooded commons at Naphill Common and Downley Common.

•

Elements of tranquillity and ‘rural’ character which could be affected by further
development.

•

Inter visibility – Long views out across the Wye Valley, Hughenden Valley and
Wain Hill Escarpment.

•

Network of hedgerows which create enclosure and visual unity, as well as
providing an ecological benefit.

•

The rural character of the roads and lanes, which cross the area.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Walter’s Ash and Naphill Settled Plateau is moderate. Prominent settlement,
particularly Walter’s Ash and Naphill interrupt the landscape and reduces the
distinctiveness of character.
Strategy/Vision: To conserve and enhance the mosaic of farmland and woodland,
and to maintain the rural character and areas of tranquillity.
Landscape Guidelines:
•

Conserve areas of woodland, which provide enclosure and contribute to
landscape pattern and provide biodiversity resource.

•

Promote appropriate management of arable farmland and rough grazing, to help
generate a wildlife rich habitat, and visually attractive landscape.

•

Safeguard early enclosures, which are remnants of assart field systems.

•

Recognise the sensitivity of the valley crests with their woodlands, assart
enclosures and views out across valleys.

•

Conserve views across the landscape and towards the adjacent valleys and
escarpment.

•

Conserve and manage the network of hedgerows which characterise the
landscape, infilling of gaps and appropriate pruning and cutting regimes.
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•

Encourage the protection and management of archaeological monuments.

•

Conserve historic commons, and ensure appropriate management of woodland.

•

Maintain existing green space between settlements and prevent coalescence

•

Maintain the rural character of roads, avoiding road improvements (e.g.
widening) which would alter their character.
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Rough grazing and pasture farmland with wooden fencing
and scattered trees.

Elevated, open views towards the Wain Hill escarpment.
Pockets of woodland along plateau edge, transitional with
the steeper valley slopes.

Slightly undulating topography, with small winding rural
roads.

Common land at Downley Common.

LCA 16.3 GREAT KINGSHILL SETTLED PLATEAU

LCA in Context
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated, gently undulating plateau, of chalk overlain by clay with flints, which
gives rise to loamy/clayey soils with impeded drainage.

•

A mosaic of arable fields, rough grazing and paddocks are defined by hedgerows,
with trees, and rural fencing, and occasionally interspersed with small clumps of
woodland which create a landscape of both openness and enclosure.

•

Small pockets of woodland are occasionally spread linearly along the plateau
edge, transitional with the steeper valley slopes, and between fields. Many of
which are ancient woodland. Woodland areas primarily concentrated in the
north of the area.

•

High density of dispersed settlement, comprising small nucleated villages and
hamlets, which occasionally spread out along roads. Individual properties and
farmsteads are dispersed across the area.

•

Modern development dominates, with some traditional building interspersed.
Close proximity to High Wycombe, generates an urban character in places.

•

A combination of relatively small field systems, comprising pre 18th century
irregular and regular enclosures, 19th century enclosures, and frequent areas of
enclosures with extended field boundary loss. Early assart enclosures are located
along the western edge, transitional with the Hughenden Valley.

•

Rural roads cut through the landscape, connecting settlement. The busy A 4128
cuts through the landscape in the west and north. Roads radiate into adjacent
valleys.

•

A good rights of way network. A small section of the long distance footpath, the
South Bucks Way, weaves into Little Kingshill in the east.

•

Long views across open fields to a wooded or open skyline, with some important
views across the Hughenden Valley and Upper Misbourne Valley, and south
towards High Wycombe. Settlement and development frequently fragments and
disrupts views.

•

Settlement and roads fragment the landscape, and generate a strong sense of
movement. Away from these areas pockets of tranquillity exist.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: The north east of Great Kingshill Settled Plateau lies
within the Chilterns District and the south west lies within the Wycombe District.
The area is dictated largely by the topography and the density of settlement and is
elevated above the Misbourne Valley, in the north east, the Hughenden Valley in the
west and the Wye Valley in the south. It is distinguished from the large scale, rolling
landscape in the north west and south east.
Landscape Character: An elevated, gently undulating plateau, on a clay with
flints overlying the chalk. A mix of arable, rough grazing and paddocks,
interspersed by small woodland clumps. Settlement is dense and dominates the
landscape, comprising nucleated villages and hamlets, with clusters of properties
and individual farmsteads spread along roads in between. A mix of field enclosures,
with some early assart systems located in the south west. A good network of
hedgerows interconnects agricultural farmland with areas of woodland. Varying
degrees of enclosure, with enclosed woodland contrasting with open farmland.
Long views are possible across the landscape, with important vistas across the
Hughenden Valley, the Misbourne Valley and towards High Wycombe. Settlement
and roads often interrupt and fragment the landscape, limiting views and creating
an obvious audible and visual impact. Away from these developments, areas of
tranquillity exist.
Geology: Clay with flint deposits top the chalk and give rise to slightly acidic loamy
and clayey soils with impeded drainage. Small pockets of Upper Chalk area also
evident, which by contrast support freely draining, shallow, lime-rich, loamy soils.
Topography/Landform: Elevated plateau landscape, with a slightly undulating
landform, frequently varying between 165m and 180m, and reaching up to 200m in
the north.
Hydrology: Relatively few notable hydrological features. Occasional small ponds
are dispersed across the area. The elevated area forms the divide between the main
chalk valleys.
Land use and Settlement: A mosaic of arable cultivation, rough grazing and
paddocks, are delineated by hedgerows with trees and rural wooden fencing,
interspersed by small woodland clumps. Settlement dominates this area, and has a
strong influence on the character. Nucleated hamlets and villages are distributed
throughout, occasionally spreading out along roads. Prominent settlement areas
include Prestwood, Great Kingshill, Totteridge and Hazelmere, with the edge of High
Wycombe encroaching along the southern boundary. A modern character to these
villages prevails, with a dominance of post war housing development. A large
network of roads connects settlement and radiates into adjacent valleys. The busy
A4128 and A404 cut through the landscape in the north west and south east
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correspondingly. Smaller clusters of properties and individual farmsteads are spread
along roads, in between the larger settlement areas. A good public rights of way
network runs through the area, with a small section of the long distance footpath,
the South Bucks Way, passing through Little Kinghill in the east.

Tree Cover: Trees are often scattered along field boundary hedgerows, and small
woodland clumps are interspersed between fields, more commonly concentrated
within the northern part of the area. Woodland is often spread linearly along the
edges of the area, transitional with the higher slopes of adjacent valleys. Broadleaved,
mixed and yew woodlands are typical, with beech and yew commonly found along
the western edge. Many of the woodlands are ancient semi natural woodland areas.
Perceptual/Experiential Landscape: Varying degrees of enclosure across the
landscape, with woodland and hedgerows providing a sense of enclosure and
texture, contrasting to the smooth, open, arable fields. A sense of tranquillity is often
disrupted by settlement, pylons and roads. The busy A4128 and A404 cut through
this area, with a visible and audible influence. A strong sense of movement is evident
close to settlement. Views are constantly changing, from long panoramas at the
edges of the area, across the Hughenden Valley, the Misbourne Valley and south
across High Wycombe, to enclosed views along roads and by settlement. Although
land use and cover is relatively simple, the density and frequency of settlement,
disrupts the landscape, and fragment its legibility.
Biodiversity: Small dispersed blocks of woodland provide valuable ecological value
throughout this area. Local wildlife sites are found at Nanfan Wood and Lodge
Wood, both lowland beech and yew woodland. Broadleaved Biological Notification
Sites are found at, Crook’s Wood, Peterley Wood and Birchmore Wood.
Hedgerows provide important wildlife habitats, connecting agricultural areas, with
woodland.
Historic Environment: The landscape of this area is made up of a variety of field
enclosures, the most abundant being pre 18th century irregular and regular
enclosures; significant blocks of assarted fields are also prevalent and are mainly
located along the south western edge, transitional with the Hughenden Valley.
Enclosures dating to the 19th century (parliamentary fields) are found at Great
Kingshill and Holmer Green. There are also enclosures undergone with extended
field boundary loss.
The historic settlement character of this area is predominantly made up of common
edge settlements, Prestwood, Holmer Green and Great Kingshill and small dispersed
hamlets and farmsteads. However these settlements have been transformed in the
20th century by a process of enclosure and urban development so they now appear
more nucleated and suburbanised.
There a number of archaeological sites and monuments within this area, including
Peterley manor and farm, Brand’s House, medieval moat and Roman finds.
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Designations:
•

The Chilterns AONB

•

Archaeological Notification Areas: 12 No.

•

Conservation Areas: Four Ashes, Terriers High Wycombe, Tylers Green

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 3 types

•

Biological Notification Sites: 24 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 13 No.

•

SSSI: 1 No. Millfield Wood.
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are as follows:
•

Woodland areas (particularly ancient woodland) which provides landscape
structure and biodiversity value.

•

The open character contrasted with enclosed and intimate areas (particularly
woodland)

•

The early assart enclosures.

•

Elements of tranquillity, which could be affected by further development.

•

Inter visibility – Long views out across the Hughenden Valley, the Misbourne
Valley and south across High Wycombe.

•

Network of hedgerows which create enclosure and visual unity, as well as
providing an ecological benefit, and could be lost by poor management.

•

The undeveloped green space between settlement, which are vulnerable to
settlement expansion.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Great Kingshill Settled Plateau is moderate. Prominent and relatively continuous
development, dominate the landscape and reduce the distinctiveness of character.
Strategy/Vision: To conserve and enhance the mosaic of farmland and woodland,
and to maintain the pockets of tranquillity away from overt human influence, and the
rural character of areas in between settlement.
Landscape Guidelines:
•

Conserve areas of woodland, which provide enclosure in the landscape and form
an important landscape pattern and feature, and invaluable biodiversity benefit.

•

Promote appropriate management of arable farmland, rough grazing and
paddocks, to help generate a wildlife rich habitat, and visually attractive
landscape.

•

Safeguard early enclosures, which are remnants of assart field systems.

•

Conserve views across the landscape, particularly towards the adjacent valleys, in
relation to any new development.

•

Conserve and manage the network of hedgerows which characterise the
landscape, infilling of gaps and appropriate pruning and cutting regimes.

•

Maintain existing green space between settlements to retain individual identity
prevent coalescence.
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Plateau landscape, open views across fields, which are
delineated by hedgerows and scattered trees.

Settlement edge of Great Kingshill, vernacular brick and
flint buildings.

