LCT 21 VALLEY SLOPE
Constituent LCAs
LCA 21.1

LCA

Thames

LCA XX
LCT 21 VALLEY SLOPE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Transitional, gently sloping valley side, gradually descending from higher ground
to floodplain. A sloping and gently rolling topography, composed of chalk and
river terrace deposits.

•

Fields of arable, pasture and rough grazing, which are delineated by a network of
hedgerows and trees.

•

Large blocks of woodland located along upper slopes. Smaller areas of woodland
are interlocked with farmland. Some pockets of calcareous grassland.

•

Settlement comprises town and village edges, small hamlets and scattered
farmsteads, with a mix of historic character and modern infilling.

•

Archaeological features and historic parkland scattered across this landscape.

•

Some busy roads cut through, elsewhere, small rural roads and lanes, often
enclosed by trees and hedgerows and sunken in places, cross the slopes.

•

The open, sloping landform allows long views out across lower floodplain
topography.

•

Away from busy roads and settlement edges, enclosed lanes, farmland and
woodland create a rural and peaceful character.
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE

LCA in Context

LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Transitional, gently sloping valley side, gradually descending southwards from
the higher rolling farmland to the Thames floodplain.

•

Geology of exposed chalk combined with Thames River Terrace Deposits,
gives rise to a sloping and gently rolling topography.

•

Fields of arable cultivation, pasture and rough grazing delineated by a network
of hedgerows and trees.

•

Large blocks of woodland (commonly beech and yew) are located along the
upper slopes, much of which is ancient woodland. Smaller areas of woodland
are interlocked with farmland.

•

As well as woodland, some isolated areas of calcareous grassland provide
ecological value.

•

The edges of Marlow, Marlow Bottom and Danesfield are suburban and
modern in character contrasting with Bovingdon Green and scattered
farmsteads which have a more historic character. Red brick is a common
building material.

•

Varying field enclosures with a significant amount of pre 18th century irregular
and co-axial systems, interspersed with 20th century enclosure and extended
areas with extensive field boundary loss.

•

Historic parkland occurs at Harleyford Park and Gardens (Grade II),
Danesfield and Wittington. Gates, lodges and walls along the A4155 provide
evidence of these ‘hidden’ landscapes.

•

Archaeological monuments include the hillforts of Danesfield Camp and
Medmenham Camp (both scheduled monuments) and WW1 practice trenches
on Marlow Common.

•

The area is cut by the Marlow Road (A4155) and the A404. Elsewhere, small
rural roads and lanes, often enclosed by trees and hedgerows and sunken in
places, cross the slopes.

•

A network of footpaths cross farmland and provide access to woodland.

•

The open, sloping landform allows long views out across the Thames Valley.

•

Away from busy roads and settlement edges, enclosed lanes, farmland and
woodland create a rural and peaceful character.
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: The Thames Valley Slope lies wholly within Wycombe
District. It forms the sloping ground which is transitional between the higher rolling
farmland to the north and Thames Floodplain to the south. It forms the northern
side of the Thames Valley.
Landscape Character: A gently sloping and undulating valley landform cut
down into the chalk, with Thames River Terrace deposits on the lower slopes.
Fields of arable cultivation, pasture and rough grazing occur with large blocks of
woodland on upper slopes and smaller areas interlocked with farmland. Some
isolated areas of calcareous grassland occur. The area is influenced by the edges
of Marlow and Marlow Bottom and Danesfield which have a suburban character
and is cut by the A404 and A4155. Otherwise settlement density is relatively low
with the hamlet of Bovingdon Green (brick properties around a village green),
Marlow Common (properties enclosed in beech woodland) and individual
farmsteads. Rural lanes cut across the slopes often enclosed by trees and
hedgerows with the occasional sunken lane. There is a significant proportion of
pre 18th century irregular and co-axial field systems. Otherwise historic and
archaeological interest is concentrated in the west with gate piers, lodges and
walls providing evidence of Harleyford Manor, Danesfield House and Wittington
concealed within the wider landscape. The hillforts of Danesfield Camp and
Medmenham Camp are both scheduled monuments, while the earthworks of
WW1 practice trenches are present within Pullingshill Wood. The sloping
landform allows open views southwards across the Thames Valley with expansive
views notable from the edge of Bloom Wood and from Danesfield Camp. Away
from busy roads and settlement edge the landscape retains a peaceful and rural
character.
Geology: Predominantly exposed Upper Chalk geology with Ancestral River
Terrace Deposits laid down by the River Thames. Exposed Middle Chalk occurs on
steeper incised slopes with some Taplow Gravel Formation. Freely draining slightly
acid loamy soils dominate with some areas of shallow lime-rich soils over chalk and
freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils.
Topography/Landform: Transitional, gently sloping valley side landform, gradually
descending southwards from the higher rolling chalk dipslope to the Thames
floodplain. The slopes are incised by dry tributary chalk valleys which run north to
south across the area creating localised undulations in the sloping landform.

Hydrology: There are no discernable watercourses. There are however
occasional ponds scattered across the area associated with farms and villages.
Land Use and Settlement: Fields of arable cultivation, pasture and rough grazing
are delineated by a network of hedgerows and trees. The east of the area is
predominantly arable farmland with woodland more significant in the west
interspersed with farmland. There are some large areas of lowland beech and yew
woodland on the higher ground (Pullingshill Wood, Davenport Wood, Hollowhill
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
Wood) with broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland occurring on both upper and
lower slopes.
Rural roads, often enclosed by trees and high hedgerows, cut north to south across
the sloping landform. There are some sunken lanes e.g. Chalkpit Lane. The busier
Marlow Road (A4155) and the A404 cross the south and east of the area. The edges
of Marlow, Bourne End and Flackwell Heath filter into this landscape with the smaller
settlement of Bovingdon Green, Marlow Bottom and Danesfield occurring within it.
Bovingdon Green is a small hamlet on the outskirts of Marlow, contained by tree and
woodland cover with houses set around a village green. Marlow Common consists of
properties concealed in beech woodland. The edges of Marlow, Marlow Bottom and
Danesfield are more suburban in character. Elsewhere scattered individual
properties and farmsteads occur. Red brick is a common building material with
occasional brick and flint.
Local footpaths cross the farmed slopes and provide access to woodland (e.g.
Hollowhill Wood and Davenport Wood). The Shakespeare’s Way and Chilterns
Way long distance paths pass through this area. There is a golf course to the south
of Danesfield.

Tree Cover: Woodland occurs most prominently in the west of the area but also
forms a backdrop to the arable slopes in the east of the area (Horton Wood and
Bloom Wood). There are some large areas of ancient lowland beech and yew
woodland on higher ground (e.g. Pullingshill Wood, Hollowhill Wood and Davenport
Wood). Rassier Wood is dominated by coniferous plantation including larch and
western red cedar species. Broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland occurs in smaller
patches often on the slopes of incised valleys. Hedgerow trees also occur.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: The open sloping landform allows for
long views southwards over the Thames Valley, particularly from high ground on the
edge of Bloom Wood where a large expanse of the Thames Valley can be seen.
Woodland provides more enclosure in the west, containing views. This landscape
can also be seen from the lower lying Thames floodplain where views up the farmed
and wooded slopes are obtained. The busy A404 and A4155 cross the area and the
edges of Marlow and Marlow Bottom contribute a suburban character. However
enclosed lanes retain a rural character and woodland and open farmland provide
areas of tranquillity. The occurrence of historic lodges, walls and gate houses along
the A4155 provide evidence of historic houses and parkland (Harleyford, Danesfield
and Wittington) hidden within the wider landscape. Marlow Common was colonized
in the late 19th century by artists and writers who built houses in the beech
woodland.
Biodiversity: Woodland provides a valuable habitat throughout this area, including
a local wildlife sites at Hog & Kings Hanging Woods. Hollowhill & Pullingshill Woods
are designated SSSI and SAC comprising beech dominated woodland with oak, ash,
field maple and yew. The adjoining Marlow Common formerly supported acid
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
grassland and heather, but, after the decline in grazing, reverted to Oak, Birch and
Rowan woodland.
The network of hedgerows also provides important corridors for wildlife,
connecting agricultural land with areas of woodland. There are some small pockets
of grassland of ecological interest including Happy Valley (north of Marlow) and a
lowland calcareous grassland field at Mill End Farm. BAP priority habitats include
lowland beech and yew woodland, lowland calcareous grassland and lowland mixed
deciduous woodland. Medmenham Chalk Pit is a local geological site

Historic Environment: The historic landscape comprises a mixture of enclosure
types, with a significant amount of pre 18th century irregular enclosures and co-axial
fields. These older field systems are interspersed with 20th century enclosures and
extended areas, with extensive field boundary loss.
Harleyford Manor, a Grade II registered historic parkland occurs partly in this area
(the river frontage lies within the adjacent Thames floodplain). It is a mid-late 18th
century landscape park and pleasure ground possibly laid out by Lancelot Brown,
surrounding a 1755 Thames-side villa. Danesfield House (constructed in chalk with
views out across the Thames) and Wittington part of the Medmenham Estate are
also of historic interest.
The area possesses two notable ancient monuments, the prehistoric hillforts of
Medmenham Camp and Danesfield Camp – both designated as scheduled
monuments. Danesfield Camp is located on a broad chalk outcrop, a clear vantage
point onto the River Thames, and affording wide views across the flood plain into
Berkshire. Other archaeological sites of interest include the WW1 practice trenches
in Pullingshill Wood.

Designations:
• Chilterns AONB
•

Registered Parks and Gardens: Harleyford Manor

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 11 No.

•

Priority Bap Habitats: 3 types

•

Biological Notification Sites: 27 No.

•

Local Geology Site: 1No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 9 No.

•

Scheduled Monuments: Danesfield Camp hillfort and Medmenham Camp

•

SAC: Chiltern Beechwoods

•

SSSI: 1No. Hollowhill & Pullingshill Woods
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

The woodland cover which includes areas of ancient beech woodland and
provides enclosure, a backdrop to views as well as biodiversity and recreational
value.

•

The hedgerow network which provides visual unity and ecological connectivity.

•

The isolated grassland habitats including calcareous grassland.

•

The open, expansive views from higher ground southwards across the Thames
Valley.

•

Views from the Thames floodplain up the wooded and farmed slopes of this
landscape.

•

The rural and peaceful character away from busy roads which is due to the
mosaic of woodland and farmland and small enclosed lanes.

•

The open farmed slopes between settlements e.g. Marlow and Bovingdon Green
and Bourne End and Flackwell Heath.

•

Quiet rural lanes which cut the slopes, often enclosed by hedgerows and sunken
in places.

•

The variety of archaeological monuments including prehistoric hillforts and WWI
trenches which reveal the different phases of history within the character area.

•

The historic manor houses, gardens and parkland and there boundary features
(gates, walls and lodge houses) which provide time depth and historic character.

•

Pre 18th century co- axial and irregular field system which provide evidence of
historic land use.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Thames Valley Slope is moderate. Key characteristics are strongly conveyed but
evidence of human impact including the suburban edges of settlement and road
infrastructure, as well as gappy hedgerows in places, reduces the distinctiveness of
character.
Strategy/ Vision: To conserve and enhance the mosaic of woodland and
farmland, historic and archaeological features and quiet lanes which contribute
to the rural, peaceful character of the Thames Valley Slope which is retained
away from suburban settlement edges.
Landscape Guidelines:
• Conserve and appropriately manage areas of woodland for biodiversity and
recreational benefits.
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE
•

Conserve and manage the network of hedgerows, gap up hedgerows where
necessary and seek to maintain connectivity.

•

Promote appropriate management of farmland, to help generate a wildlife rich
habitat, and visually attractive landscape.

•

Conserve and appropriately manage isolated area of calcareous grasslands.
Support and promote expansion and connection grassland areas.

•

Conserve open, expansive views from higher ground southwards across the
Thames Valley.

•

Ensure that new buildings and development is sensitively integrated into the
landscape through careful siting.

•

Maintain undeveloped farmland between settlements and avoid infilling.

•

Seek to improve integration of existing suburban edges of settlements through
appropriate tree planting.

•

Restrict development and avoid road improvements which would alter the
character of rural roads.

•

Conserve historic elements, such as historic parks and gardens including
boundary features, early field enclosures, archaeological sites and monuments,
which provide evidence of past use of the land.
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LCA 21.1 THAMES VALLEY SLOPE

Rolling landform, arable fields interspersed with blocks of
woodland.

Enclosed rural lanes cross slopes.

Red
.. brick houses around village green at Bovingdon Green.

Smaller fields of rough grazing close to areas of settlement.

Danesfield House, set amongst formal gardens and
overlooking the Thames.

LCT 22 MIXED USE TERRACE
Constituent LCAs
LCA 22.1
LCA 22.2
LCA 22.3
LCA 22.4

Beaconsfield
Chalfont St Peter
Tatling End
Iver Heath

LCT 22 MIXED USE TERRACE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Elevated landscape predominately underlain by river terrace deposits, which
often gives rise to slowly permeable, loamy/clayey soils.

•

A mosaic of land cover and land uses create a varied landscape. Farmland
predominates, with a mix of arable, pasture, rough grazing and some areas of
paddock.

•

Woodland blocks and smaller wooded areas are interspersed across the
landscape, providing enclosure and contrast to the more open landscape which
predominates.

•

Relatively low settlement density, with small villages/hamlets and scattered
farmsteads. The landscape is cut by busy roads creating local audible and visual
impacts and fragmenting the landscape.

•

Land use is varied often including industrial and business areas, major transport
systems, parkland and settlement, which all contribute to the mixed and
sometimes disparate landscape.

•

Small pockets of tranquillity exist away from roads and built up areas.

•

Occasional long views across open fields and over lower adjacent landscapes.
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LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE

LCA in Context

LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Raised, gently undulating plateau, with a mosaic of land cover and land uses,
creating a highly varied landscape.

•

Extensive river terrace deposits gives rise to slowly permeable, loamy/clayey
soils, more centrally, which results in scattered ponds and seasonal waterlogging.

•

Agricultural use is predominately regularly patterned, medium to large arable
fields with some smaller fields of rough grazing and paddocks associated with
individual farmsteads. Pre 18th century irregular field patterns predominate, in
many cases with extended field boundaries, as a result of extensive field
boundary loss. Some evidence of pre 19th century co-axial field enclosures.

•

Woodland blocks and smaller wooded areas are interspersed across the plateau,
creating a contrast to the more open landscape which predominates, providing
areas of enclosure.

•

Sparsely populated with a small number of isolated settlements and intermittent
properties. The town edge of Beaconsfield permeates the north west of the
character area.

•

Historic parkland at Hall Barn, cover a significant proportion of the landscape,
with a mix of open undulating grassland with scattered trees, and woodland
blocks.

•

Several industrial workings including a large scale mineral extraction area, sand
and gravel pits and recycling and refuse tip, all contribute to the mixed and
disparate landscape.

•

Cut by several major transport corridors, including the M40, which fragments the
landscape, having a strong visual and audible influence on the central part of the
area.

•

Occasional long views across open fields, to a wooded or open skyline. In more
enclosed areas, views are short, and contained by woodland.

•

Varying levels of tranquillity, with transport corridors being a dominant source of
noise, movement and disruption, contrasting with quiet, calm pockets, associated
with woodland.

•

The variety of land uses and land cover creates a landscape which is visually busy
and lacks unity.
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LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE
DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Beaconsfield Mixed Use Terrace is largely situated with
South Buckinghamshire District, with the north eastern part located within the Chiltern
District. A very small part of the character area crosses the boundary into Wycombe
District (approximately 1%). The character area occupies the higher ground above the
Alder Bourne River valley to the east and the River Wye valley to the west. To the
south of the character area, the landscape is visually and experientially distinct, with a
heavily wooded and enclosed character. The town of Beaconsfield lies along the north
western edge of the character area.
Landscape Character: A large scale, mixed use, elevated plateau (up to
100m) with a varied and diverse landscape. A mosaic of open farmland
(predominately arable cultivation), undulating parkland and woodland, which is
interspersed, and at times dominated, by development, including industrial
workings and transportation corridors. Despite this, settlement density is low
and highly dispersed, comprising isolated farmsteads and intermittent
properties. Large scale open fields, generate occasional long views, which
contrast with areas of enclosure associated with woodland. The area is cut
centrally, by several major transport corridors, which fragment the landscape
and have a strong visual and audible impact. Away from these areas, a tranquil
and calm landscape exists. This is a highly varied and disparate landscape, the
contrasting land uses and land cover, creates a landscape which lacks unity and
is visually busy.
Geology: Underlying geology is dominated by Ancestral Thames River Terrace
Deposits, with overlying soils comprising of a mix of freely draining, slightly acidic, loamy
soils throughout, and slowly permeable, seasonally wet, loamy/clayey soils located more
centrally within the character area.
Topography/Landform: An elevated, gently undulating plateau landscape, raised
above the Alder Bourne Valley, with large areas of flat, open landscape. Topographical
variation is limited, ranging between 90m and 100m overall.
Hydrology: Numerous ponds are scattered within the central part of the character,
as a result of the slowly permeable, loamy/clayey soils. Water bodies are often
associated with farms or disused gravel pits.
Land Use and Settlement: The predominant agricultural use is arable, with some
small parcels of rough grazing and paddocks associated with individual farmsteads. Fields
are generally medium to large and open, with managed hedgerows and some wooden
post and wire fencing.
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LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE
The large scale parkland, Hall Barn, covers a significant proportion of the landscape,
immediately south of Beaconsfield, stretching south towards the character area
boundary. This is an historic designed landscape, with varying degrees of enclosure,
associated with open grassland and woodland blocks, including remnant original
broadleaved woodland. Some public access to this landscape is possible, through a small
network of footpath, however this is limited, and otherwise the area is not obviously
used for recreational purposes, with no specific recreational facilities.
The settlement pattern in this area is characterised by a low density of highly dispersed
settlement of isolated farmsteads and intermittent properties. With the exception of
Wilton Park, located in the north of the character area, an army accommodation block
and Defence School of Languages, building materials throughout the area are typically
red brick. The town edge of Beaconsfield filters in to the north west boundary of the
character area, with a more modern development character.
The plateau is cut laterally by the M40 and A40, and the A355 crosses the landscape in a
north south direction, which results in a high level of movement and noise. Despite this,
the rest of the character area remains relatively inaccessible, with only very few small
rural lanes. Public footpaths are also relatively limited, with rights of way largely
confined to woodland areas. A well used footpath cuts across the landscape in the
north, from Beaconsfield to Seer Green and Jordans. A railway line cuts across the
northern tip of the character area.
There are various industrial workings, some currently in use and others disused,
including gravel and sand pits. A large scale mineral extraction area, is located
immediately south of the M40 in the west of the area. A large area stretching between
the M40 and the A40 in the east of the character area is a recycling centre and refuse
tip. A large golf course is located in the northern section of the character area.

Tree Cover: Large blocks of woodland, and smaller wooded areas are located
throughout the plateau. Mixed woodland plantation and coniferous plantation
predominate, with smaller patches of broadleaved and yew woodland scattered in
between. Despite the significant tree cover, the character remains relatively open and
permeable. Varying enclosure occurs within woodland blocks and the surrounding
landscape. Some trees act as field boundaries, but this is limited. Small pockets of ancient
woodland are located in the south and in the north east. A grouping of National Trust
woodlands are located in the north east, comprising coniferous, broadleaved, mixed and
yew woodland types.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: This is a large scale landscape, with open,
extensive arable fields, extensive parkland and several large tracts of woodland. There is
a varying sense of enclosure, with a significant contrast between the wooded parts,
which convey a strong sense of enclosure and open, expansive fields, which allow for
long vistas across the character area.
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A significant intrusion to this landscape is the M40 and other A roads which cut through
the character area, forming a dominant source of noise, movement and disruption.
Within the rest of the character are, there are few other roads and limited access. A
railway line however, dissects the area in the north. The area has varying levels of
tranquillity, with the intrusive transport corridors contrasting with, and quiet areas
associated with woodland. Despite the developed character in parts, settlement
densities remain low and is characterised by scattered farmsteads.
This is a highly varied and disparate landscape. The contrast between human
development, arable fields and woodland creates a landscape which lacks unity. The
variety of land uses and land cover creates a landscape which is visually busy.

Biodiversity: Numerous woodland areas are located in the area, largely plantation,
and a small number of ancient woodland sites, supporting a range of habitats. Burtley
Wood and Bower Wood in the south comprise relatively large woodland areas, which
are classed as a Local Wildlife Site, and notable for their ecological significance.
Further ecological features, include the numerous scattered ponds, and the relatively
intact hedgerow network, providing important wildlife habitat and enhancing habitat
connectivity within a predominately agricultural landscape.

Historic Environment: Large scale field boundaries, in the south west, show a
distinct irregular pattern, with sinuous edges often associated with woodland edge.
There is a lot of evidence of pre 18th Century irregular enclosures. There are also a lot
of extended field boundaries, indicating extensive boundary loss, possibly through urban
development or mineral extraction. Evidence of pre 19th Century co-axial systems, are
also found in this area.
Two historic landscape parks are located in the area; Hall Barn, a late 17th to early 18th
century Grade 11 listed park, possibly former medieval deer hunting parkland; and
Bulstrode Park, late 17th, early 18th century formal gardens and woodland estateland.
The area contains some important archaeological features, often in relation to
woodland, including; a nationally important moated site in Bower Wood, a Bronze Age
moated fishpond, and a Bronze Age bowl barrow, near Beaconsfield.

Designations:
• Chilterns AONB
•

Scheduled Monuments: Bowl Barrow on Beaconsfield Golf Course, Moated Site in
Bower Wood and Templer's site at Moat Farm

•

Registered Parks and Gardens: Hall Barn, Grade II*

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 10 No.

•

Conservation Areas: Beaconsfield Old Town, Hampden Hill and Hedgerely Green
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LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE
•

Biological Notification Sites: 32 No.

•

Local Nature Reserve: 1 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 8 No.

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 2 types.
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LCA 22.1 BEACONSFIELD MIXED USE TERRACE
EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

Mosaic of woodland, farmland and parkland.

•

Small pockets of ancient woodland, and associated flora and fauna.

•

The hedgerow network, which provides visual unity and a wildlife corridor,
connecting fragmented habitats.

•

The peaceful and tranquil pockets away from modern development, and
associated with low, dispersed settlement.

•

Open, long views over arable fields, within the area

•

The small scale, low density of settlement, which is vulnerable to further
expansion and over development.

Strength of Character/Intactness: Strength of character and intactness of
Beaconsfield Mixed Use Terrace is weak. High presence of human development
reduces the distinctive character of the landscape.
Strategy/ Vision: Conserve and protect the mosaic of woodland, open farmland
and parkland, and to maintain the remaining areas of tranquillity.
Landscape Guidelines:
• Conserve the woodland (including ancient woodland) which provide enclosure in
the landscape and form an important landscape pattern and feature, and
invaluable biodiversity benefit.
•

Promote appropriate management of arable farmland, to help generate a wildlife
rich habitat, and visually attractive landscape.

•

Conserve and manage hedgerow boundaries, which provide visual unity and
intactness and increase biodiversity, linking areas of woodland and agricultural
farmland.

•

Consider opportunities for further tree and woodland planting to contain and
reduce visual and audible impact of modern development, such as busy roads.

•

Maintain open views across fields, and monitor the introduction of vertical
infrastructure, which would adversely affect views within the landscape.

•

Conserve the low density of dispersed settlement.

•

Monitor the further development of busy transport corridors.

• Restoration of mineral extraction sites.
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Large scale, open, flat arable fields.

Hall Barn - Historic parkland, open grassland with scattered
trees, and woodland blocks in the distance.

Long views, with woodland block backdrop.

Small, winding rural roads, lined by trees and hedgerows,
providing a sense of enclosure.

LCT 24 WOODED TERRACE
Constituent LCAs
LCA 24.1
LCA 24.2

Burnham Beeches
Farnham & Stoke
Common

LCT 24 WOODED TERRACE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Undulating terrace landform, formed on river terrace deposits.

•

Small scale mixed farmland (rough grazing, pasture and paddock) with large tracts
of woodland, heathland, wooded commons and pasture. Much of the woodland
has developed on former common land and thus has established more recently
within the 20th century.

•

Fields contained by a tall, dense network of hedgerows and trees, and often
bounded by woodland blocks.

•

Settlement is low and dispersed, ranging from the small villages/hamlets, smaller
nucleated settlements and isolated individual farmsteads/properties.

•

Strong ecological importance, with extensive woodland cover and heathland,
with veteran trees, a rich network of hedgerows and scrubby road side verges.

•

Recreational opportunities, include, a network of footpaths and bridleways,
woodland areas country parks, and historic parkland.

•

Views are often restricted by dense woodland cover, there islimited intervisibility with adjacent landscapes.

•

Tranquil landscape, with a strong sense of enclosure and intimacy. Well balanced
and harmonised by woodland cover. Repetition of woodland helps to integrate
and unify disparate elements.

•

An accessible and relatively permeable landscape, with comprehensive road and
footpath network, allowing access to much of the landscape.
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LCA 24.1 BURNHAM BEECHES WOODED TERRACE

LCA in Context

LCA 24.1 BURNHAM BEECHES WOODED TERRACE
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

An undulating terrace landform, formed on river terrace deposits, and gently
rising from the south to the north, forming the higher ground in between the
surrounding landscape types.

•

Small to medium fields dominated by paddocks, often irregular in shape, as result
of early woodland clearance, with smaller more recent, geometric field
subdivisions.

•

Dominated by woodland cover, with significant blocks of ancient woodland
scattered throughout. Burnham Beeches, providing a significant, ecological,
historical, cultural and recreational area. Much of the woodland has developed on
former common land and thus has established more recently within the 20th
century.

•

Fields confined by a tall, dense network of hedgerows and trees, and often
bounded by woodland blocks. Wooden post and wire fencing used to partition
fields further.

•

Settlement is low and highly dispersed, typically individual large properties or
small hamlets located in the south, and isolated farmsteads scattered throughout
then north. Settlement sits nestled within the landscape, often surrounded by
woodland.

•

High ecological importance, with extensive woodland cover, heathland, woodpasture and veteran trees, a rich network of hedgerows and scrubby road side
verges. Numerous nationally recognised areas of ecological importance.

•

Registered parks and gardens, particularly in the south west, add to the character
of the area, and demonstrate important social and cultural significance. Namely,
Cliveden, Dropmore Park and Hedsor House and Park.

•

Limited views as a result of dense woodland cover, and restricted by winding
rural roads, which create a sense of interest and intrigue. Views largely contained
within character area, and limited inter-visibility with adjacent landscapes. The
exception is long views west across the River Thames and the Wye Valley from
the high cliffs at Clivenden Park.

•

A tranquil landscape, with a strong sense of enclosure and intimacy. Well
balanced and harmonised by woodland cover.

•

Recreational opportunities, including a network of footpaths and bridleways,
nature reserves (e.g. Burnham Beeches), and historic parks and gardens.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: Burnham Beeches Wooded Terrace is situated largely
within South Buckinghamshire District, with the north western corner located within
the Wycombe District. The character area, occupies the higher ground, above the Wye
Valley and the Alder Bourne Valley to the north west and east, respectively. The River
Thames runs along the western boundary, which also corresponds to the district
administrative boundary. The character area is distinguished from the distinctly less
wooded landscape to the north and south. The village of Farnham Common defines the
eastern border.
Landscape Character: The landscape is a mosaic of small to medium fields,
dominated by paddocks, and woodland. Some arable cultivation occupies land
to the north. Irregular field patterns are largely dictated by early woodland
clearance, and woodland often delineates field boundaries forming a backdrop
to most views. Post and wire fencing is frequently used to sub divide fields
further. This is an enclosed landscape, with tall hedgerows and trees containing
rural winding roads. The dense woodland and few settlements create an
intimate and tranquil landscape, with contained views. The area supports
important ecological and historical elements, with large areas of historically
recognised parkland in the west of the character area, demonstrating
important cultural and social significance.
Geology: Underlying geology is dominated by Thames River Terrace Deposits, with
occasional small linear swathes of London Clay Formation, associated with areas of
lower topography. A narrow strip of Upper Chalk runs along the western boundary of
the character area. Acid loamy soils overlay the area. These are predominately freedraining across the west and north of the character area, with more clayey/loamy soils
exist in the south east, which results in lower permeability and seasonally wet
conditions. These soils often underlay larger blocks of continuous woodland cover.
Topography/Landform: Transitional terrace area, comprising the higher ground
above the High Wycombe/Wye Valley and Alder Bourne Valley to the north west and
north, respectively. The topography here provides a marked physical contrast with the
valley landform. Along the western edge within Clivenden Park, steep high cliffs run
along this edge, standing high above the RIver ThamesFrom the south, the topography
rises steadily, gradually inclining from approximately 40m to 100m, in the north. The
topography across the character area is undulating, generating an irregular and varied
landform.
Hydrology: A series of scattered ponds, mires and seasonal waterlogging is evident,
commonly located within woodland areas and also associated with farmland. These
features are particularly concentrated in the south east of the character area, within
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Burnham Beeches and Dropmore Park, where soils are typically loamy and clayey, and
permeability is low.

Land Use and Settlement: The land use is principally paddocks, with some arable
cultivation in the north, and frequently surrounded by woodland. Irregular field patterns
are largely dictated by woodland edges. Fields are often further divided geometrically by
wooden post and wire fencing. Field sizes are varied and generally range from small to
medium. Large woodland blocks are interspersed throughout the entire character area,
and are more extensive in the south. Several Registered Historic Parks and Gardens,
namely Cliveden, Dropmore Park, and Hedsor House and Park, are concentrated in the
west of the character area, and represent the important social and historic history of
the area. These are often bounded by remnant brick walls.
Several minor B roads run through the area, connecting the A4 in the south to the M40
in the north. A number of smaller winding tracks and rural lanes, some of which are
sunken lanes cross the landscape. Road side ditches and scrubby verges are a common
feature (often including bracken), and roads are frequently enclosed by tall hedgerows
or lined with trees. There is a good network of footpaths and bridleways, including the
long distance footpath Beeches Way, and numerous smaller tracks wind through
woodland areas.
Settlement is sparse and highly dispersed, mainly comprised of individual properties, or
small hamlets. Settlement is well integrated within the landscape, often nestled within
woodland. Individual farmsteads are more common in the north of the character area.
The village of Farnham Common is located in the east, which demonstrates dispersed
‘common edge’ settlement.

Tree Cover: Tree cover is extensive, with large blocks of dense, tall and mature
woodland covering a significant proportion of the landscape, and having considerable
influence on the character of the area. Much of the woodland is located on former
common land, and has therefore established within the 20th century. Burnham Beeches
and Dropmore Park are the largest broadleaved woodland areas, and are located in the
south and south east. Burnham Beeches is comprised of beech and yew woodland and
mixed deciduous woodland. A mosaic of Beech and Yew woodland, mixed deciduous
woodland and broadleaved woodland, as well as some coniferous plantation, prevails
throughout the character area. There are some areas of Ancient Woodland,and some
ancient replanted woodland within this character area. Field boundaries are often
dictated by woodland, limiting views across the character area, and providing a
backdrop. Roads are commonly lined by trees, with woodland edge often abutting road
sides. Tree cover is generally more extensive in the south, decreasing northwards and
becoming less enclosed.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: This is a simple landscape, with relatively
few elements, settlements are few and small in scale and there is little traffic on the rural
roads. The relatively small fields, high proportion of dense, mature, woodland cover, and
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high hedgerows, all contribute to the sense of intimacy and enclosure. A strong sense of
tranquillity results from the absence of overt human impact and the dominance of
woodland. The area is however served by a good network of footpaths and bridleways,
with areas, such as Burnham Beeches, being easily accessible to the public and promoted
as recreational opportunities. A dominance of paddocks also demonstrates the human
influence on the landscape, however, these are enclosed by woodland. The landscape
retains a high level of rural naturalness and a strong sense of tranquillity. Woodland and
tree cover creates a strong vertical element, as well as a variety of texture and colour.
Views are limited and confined by woodland and dense understory, and winding rural
roads restrict views and generate a sense of intrigue. The exception is views from
Cliveden Park, over the High Wycombe Valley from the western edge of the character
area, and long views out across to the River Thames.

Biodiversity: The area supports extensive tracts of woodland habitat, including
Burnham Beeches, a landscape recognised as being of international importance with its
designation as a Special Area of Conservation including an exceptional collection of
ancient beech pollards. There are also nationally important sites, such as Littleworth
Common and South Lodge Pit. Numerous areas of Ancient Woodland are dispersed
across the character area, and an extensive network of hedgerows adds to the
ecological value of the character area. The heathland provides invaluable biodiversity
benefits. Numerous Priority BAP habitats are found in the character area, largely
associated with Burnham Beeches, including lowland wood-pasture and parkland,
lowland beech and yew, lowland mixed deciduous woodland, acid grassland, wet heaths
and valley mire. Rough grassland habitats are largely in association with paddocks, often
with scrubby field boundaries.
Historic Environment: This part of Buckinghamshire has been the focus of human
activity from prehistoric to the post medieval period as evidenced by a number of
archaeological sites across the area. The earliest sites are the Palaeolithic deposits at
Littleworth Common and Burnham Beeches. There are a couple of sites dating to the
Iron Age, the most prominent being the scheduled monument of Seven Ways Plain
Hillfort. Perhaps the most significant site is Saxon Barrow discovered at Taplow
Court, this was considered the most important Anglo Saxon site in Britain until the
discovery of Sutton Hoo ship burial in the 1930s, including scheduled monument;
Hartley Court moated site.
This landscape shows evidence of early enclosure, with assarted fields - formed by the
process of woodland clearance in medieval and post-medieval times. The proximity to
ancient woodland strengthens this likelihood. The straight edges to some of these fields
indicate the later modification, of 19th century origin. Many of these fields have more
recently been further subdivided into smaller, modern paddock development, with a
strong geometric form. The dominance of Beech woodland in Burnham Beeches and
mixture of ancient woodland signifies the possible conversion of ancient wood pasture
into Beech woodland in the 18th/19th century.
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Perhaps the most notable characteristic of the historic landscape are the concentration
of historic parks and gardens located in the south west of the character area, which
contribute to the landscape character and demonstrate important social and cultural
significance; namely Cliveden, Dropmore Park, Hedsor House and Park and Nashdom
Abbey. These have been recognised on the English Heritage Register, and are often
owned by public organisations such as the National Trust, making them accessible to the
public and providing recreational opportunities.

Designations:
• Scheduled Monuments: Hartley Court moated site; Hillfort at Seven Ways Plain;
Saxon Barrow, south west of Taplow Court.
•

Registered Parks and Gardens: Dropmore, Grade II; Cliveden, Grade I; Hedsor
House, Grade II; Taplow Court; Berry Hill, Grade II, Taplow; Nashdom Abbey,
Grade II.

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 20 No.

•

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas: 1 No.

•

Biological Notification Sites: 13 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 2 No.

•

Special Area of Conservation: Burnham Beeches

•

SSSI: Burnham Beeches; Littleworth Common; South Lodge Pit.

•

Priority BAP Habitats: 9 types.
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

Assart field pattern, which is important in providing time depth and contributing
to the small and intimate scale of the landscape.

•

Remnants of wood-pasture and heathland, which provide biodiversity value, and
provide historical and cultural connections.

•

Veteran trees / ancient pollards

•

Dense, mature woodland, and its visual, ecological and amenity value, for
example Burnham Beeches. Woodlands of ancient origin are particularly
important habitats.

•

The strong sense of tranquillity and intimacy, associated with low settlement and
quiet roads.

•

Registered parks and gardens, including Dropmore Park Estate, Cliveden and
Hedsor House and Park.

•

Sense of enclosure resulting from the dense woodland and undulating landform.

•

Dominance of woodland and paddocks, and their recreational and ecological
uses.

•

Low level of dispersed settlement, vulnerable to infill.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
Burnham Beeches Wooded Terrace is strong. Key characteristics are distinctive, and
the physical and visual intactness is strong, despite the prevalence of paddocks in this
character area.
Strategy/ Vision: Conserve and manage Burnham Beeches Wooded Terrace as a
peaceful, natural landscape mosaic of wood-pasture, heathland, woodland, paddocks
and historic parkland. Maintain the intimate and enclosed character.
Landscape Guidelines:
• Conserve and enhance the wood-pasture and heathland resource to achieve a
landscape scale mosaic of habitats and associated features.
•

Conserve and manage ancient woodland parcels and plan for long term woodland
management, including gaps for heathland regeneration where appropriate.

•

Conserve and manage the network of dense hedgerows, and hedgerow trees.
Consider replanting hedgerows which have been lost.
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•

Manage field boundaries and encourage sympathetic integration of paddocks and
avoiding overgrazing and overuse of bridleways.

•

Safeguard early enclosures (assart patterns), which are remnants of earlier
landscapes. Conserve field and woodland patterns associated with assarts.

•

Maintain the essentially undeveloped character, with limited settlement
development and quiet rural lanes. Avoid infilling between settlement, particularly
around Farnham Common.

•

Avoid introducing large scale elements (such as pylons and masts) which are
highly visible and would disrupt the simple and legible landscape character.

•

Seek to reduce road traffic pressures which could alter the tranquil, rural
character of the landscape.

•

Ensure that new buildings and development is sensitively integrated into the
landscape through careful siting.

•

Conserve the character and setting of historical parks and gardens, such as
Dropmore Park Estate, Cliveden Country Estate and Hedsor House and Park.

• Promote the conservation and interpretation of rich historic environment.
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Paddocks confined by woodland, which acts as a backdrop
to views. Wooden post and wire fence field boundaries.

Rural roads enclosed by tall mature woodland.

Extensive hedgerows and trees line roads, as well as
grassed road side ditches.

Isolated ponds, visual and biodiversity value.

Burnham Beeches - SSSI and recreational woodland area.

LCT 26 FLOODPLAIN
Constituent LCAs
LCA 26.1
LCA 26.2
LCA 26.3

LCA

Thames
Dorney
Colne Valley

LCT 26 FLOODPLAIN
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Flat, low lying floodplain landscape, with slight local topographic variation,
typically underlain with alluvium, Head deposits and gravels.

•

Mixed farmland, predominately arable cultivation, pasture and rough grazing.
Divided by wooden post fencing and hedgerows, with scattered trees along these
boundaries.

•

A network of rivers, streams, ponds and lakes, often associated with former
mineral/gravel extraction. Attractive and ecologically valuable landscape
associated with these water bodies.

•

Tree cover is often sparse, with scattered trees and small pockets of woodland
widely dispersed. Trees are commonly associated with water bodies and along
field boundaries.

•

Settlement is dispersed, with a strong historic character in some villages/towns.
Elsewhere settlement density is low, comprising isolated farmsteads and
occasional small nucleated hamlets. More recent residential development is
interspersed.

•

A mixed field pattern with enclosures from irregular pre 18th century (regular,
irregular and co-axial) though regular parliamentary enclosures to 20th century
extended fields and horse paddocks.

•

Numerous historic and archaeological features, including occasional historic
parkland.

•

Often cut by busy transport corridors, which have a strong visual and audible
influence. Elsewhere roads are small and winding.

•

Low-lying, flat and open landscape allows for some long views and panoramic
vistas. Views are intermittently disrupted by development such as settlement and
roads.

•

Recreational opportunities often associated with areas of water, including well
established networks of public rights of way, water sports and marinas, fishing
and bird watching.
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LCA in Context

LCA 26.1 THAMES FLOODPLAIN
KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

A flat, low lying floodplain, with very slight local topographic variation,
underlain by a mix of alluvium, head and gravel formations, with free draining
soils.

•

Fields of arable farmland pasture and rough grazing are divided by wooden
post and rail fencing and hedgerows.

•

The River Thames runs along the southern boundary. Fields near the river are
liable to flooding and there are areas of water meadow.

•

Willow pollards along the Thames and scattered or clumped trees along field
boundaries. Woodland cover is sparse.

•

Varied ecology with gravel-pit lakes at Spade Oak/ Little Marlow and SSSIs
including wet woodland and wet meadows.

•

The town of Marlow has a historic core and small villages such as Little
Marlow and Medmenham have a historic character. More recent residential
development at Bourne End and on the edges of Marlow.

•

A mixed field pattern with enclosures from irregular pre 18th century (regular,
irregular and co-axial) though regular parliamentary enclosures to 20th
century extended fields and horse paddocks.

•

A range of historic and archaeological features, including parkland at Fawley
Court and Harleyford Manor, Medmenham Manor, Neolitihic and Bronze Age
finds at Low Grounds and historic locks.

•

Cut by the busy A4155 and the A404 with rural roads leading down to the
Thames and up the valley sides to the north.

•

The low-lying, flat and open landscape allows for some long views and
panoramic vistas particularly north towards the higher sloping topography of
the lower dip slope.

•

Some pockets of tranquillity and calm associated with areas of water and
parkland, away from roads and settlement.

•

Recreational opportunities often associated with areas of water including the
Thames Path National Trail, water sports and marinas, fishing and bird
watching.
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DESCRIPTION
Location and Boundaries: The Thames Floodplain lies wholly within Wycombe
District. It consists of the floodplain landscape to the north of the River Thames and
district boundary. The flat landscape of the Thames Floodplain is distinguished from
the gently sloping landform of its valley side which rises to the north.
Landscape Character: A distinctive low lying, flat floodplain landform, with an
open character. Fields of arable farmland and rough grazing are divided by
hedgerows and wooden post and rail fencing. The River Thames runs along the
southern boundary of the area and there are a number of water bodies including
lakes and ponds associated with former gravel workings (Spade Oak/Little
Marlow) and historic designed landscapes. Woodland is sparse with trees occur in
hedgerows and associated with water courses (including willow pollards along the
River Thames). A number of important ecological habitats are designated SSSIs
including wet woodland and wet meadows. The area has been worked for
minerals, is cut by the busy A4155 and A404 and the suburban edges of Marlow
and Bourne End are abrupt in places. However pockets of tranquillity are
associated with areas of water and a historic, rural character is retained in small
villages (e.g. Little Marlow and Medmenham) and parkland (Harleyford Manor and
Fawley Court). The landscape provides a number of recreational opportunities
including the Thames Path, watersports and bird watching. Views are afforded up
to the lower chalk dipslope valley sides, across and along the Thames.
Geology: Alluvium occurs along the course of the River Thames with bands of
Head and Taplow Gravel Formation lying to the north and some dispersed areas of
River Terrace Deposits. Loamy and clayey floodplain soils with naturally high
groundwater occur in relation to Alluvium with freely draining slightly acid but baserich soils corresponding to areas of Head and Gravels.
Topography/Landform: A flat, low lying floodplain (30m AOD) with very slight
local topographic variation.

Hydrology: The River Thames flows along the southern boundary. A network of
open water bodies lying just north of the river, occupy former mineral extraction
pits. Smaller scattered pond/lakes occur associated with farmland and historic
parkland (e.g. Fawley Court and Harleyford Manor).
Land Use and Settlement: The Thames Valley including the floodplain was an
early focus for settlement and agriculture due to the fertile soils, water supply and
use of the Thames for transport. Along this part of the floodplain, fields of arable
farmland, pasture and rough grazing are divided by wooden post and rail fencing and
hedgerows. Fields near the river are liable to flooding and historically some were
water meadows. Several large areas of open standing water occur at Spade Oak/
Little Marlow which are flooded gravel workings. An aggregate supplier still operates
in Little Marlow and a sewage works lies between two of the larger expanses of
water. There is little woodland cover however small areas of broadleaved, mixed and
yew and scrub woodland do occur.
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The town of Marlow and Bourne End village lie in this area, stretching across the
floodplain and along the River Thames. Marlow has a historic 18th century core with
Georgian facades. 19th and 20th century suburban growth has occurred round the
town filtering into the landscape with some abrupt built edges and others integrated
by tree and hedgerows enclosing roads. Bourne End has grown up in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries and has a suburban edge.
The smaller villages of Little Marlow, Medmenham and Mill End retain a rural and
historic character. They occur across the floodplain, strung along rural roads off the
A4155. Red brick and brick and flint are common building material with some timber
framing and black weatherboard. A number of historic houses are built along the
Thames.
The Bourne End to Marlow railway runs through the eastern part of the area
providing a link to Maidenhead and then London. The area is cut by the busy A4155
and the A404 which crosses the Thames, as does the Marlow suspension bridge. The
Thames Path National trail follows the river between footbridges at Temple (west of
Marlow) and at Bourne End railway bridge. Otherwise local footpaths provide
access to and along the Thames and up towards the chalk dipslope.
There are a number of marinas, locks and weirs along the course of the Thames.
Recreational opportunities are often associated with water and include water sports,
boat trips, bird watching, and fishing.

Tree Cover: Woodland cover is sparse with no areas of ancient woodland. Small
areas of broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland occur along boundaries of water
bodies and gravel workings around Little Marlow and associates with parkland at
Fawley Court. Some scrub woodland occurs to the east of Medmenham. Pollarded
willows are features along the Thames. Scattered or clumped trees occur along field
boundaries with isolated trees and small pockets of trees dispersed occasionally
across the area particularly along the smaller water courses.
Perceptual/ Experiential Landscape: The floodplain has a busy character, cut
by the A4155 and A404, with recent residential and industrial development around
Marlow and Bourne End and an aggregate supplier and sewage works in Little
Marlow. However pockets of tranquillity and calm are associated with the River
Thames particularly between Medmenham and Marlow and between Marlow and
Bourne End including at Spade Oak.
Away from roads and settlement a historic, rural character is retained in small
villages and parkland. The low-lying, flat and open landscape allows for some long
views and panoramic vistas particularly north towards the higher sloping topography
of the lower dip slope. Hedsor Priory and House are attractive eycatchers in views
up to higher wooded ground.
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The River is locally a prominent feature but within the wider landscape is screened
by bank side vegetation. Expansive views are obtained across lakes at Spade Oak/
Little Marlow and from Hambleden Mill and lock views are afforded along and across
the Thames Valley. Designed vistas within historic landscapes of Fawley Court and
Harleyford Manor also provide key views to the Thames River.
Percy Bysshe Shelley, one of the major English Romantic poets and his wife, the
novelist Mary Shelley, resided in Marlow in the 19th century. The children’s author
Enid Blyton lived at Old Thatch near Bourne End during the 1920s.

Biodiversity: A range of ecological habitats occur, associated with the geology and
riverside location, and including the River Thames itself. Fern House Gravel Pit SSSI
is the best available exposure of Taplow Terrace deposits in the Middle Thames, and
therefore of considerable importance.
Roebed Wood SSSI is an area of Thames-side willow and alder woodland fed by a
ditch draining water from adjacent water meadows. The diverse herbaceous flora,
associated particularly with the wetter and more open parts of the wood, includes a
large population of the nationally rare summer snowflake Leucojum aestivum, known
locally as the Loddon lily.
Temple Island Meadows SSSI consist of a series of slightly improved, sheep grazed,
wet meadows which have developed on soils over alluvium. Their location, adjacent
to the River Thames, means they are subject to seasonal flooding and waterlogging.
Marshy neutral grassland grades into tall fen vegetation with scattered wet alder carr
woodland and scrub occurring in the west and south. Wetland habitats such as these
have declined nationally due to agricultural improvement and drainage and few
examples of these habitats are now known to exist in Buckinghamshire. The
meadows support a diverse flora and fauna, and are probably some of the most
species rich meadows remaining along the Thames.
Spade Oak / Little Marlow flooded gravel pits are now a haven for wildlife
particularly birds.
Areas of grassland north of Spade Oak Meadows and Medmenham are local wildlife
sites BAP Priority habitats include chalk rivers, neutral grassland, purple moor grass
and rush pastures (Molinia-Juncus), reedbeds and wet woodland.

Historic Environment: The Thames has been a focus for human occupation
since prehistoric times as evidenced by the concentration of archaeology beside the
river. In fields to the east of Low Grounds farm, Neolithic/Bronze Age Barrows,
Neolithic Mortuary enclosures, a Neolithic tannery and a large Neolithic ditch
enclosure (possible house) have been discovered. Further prehistoric sites include
cropmarks at Mill End and Medmenham, ring ditches east of Harleyford Park. There
are two sites of Roman Villas at Mill End which are designated as scheduled
monuments. This area is particularly rich for archaeological sites with many more
likely to remain undiscovered beneath alluvium and meadow grassland.

Land Use Consultants

172

LCA 26.1 THAMES FLOODPLAIN
The area contains a number of prominent historic buildings including white
weatherboarded Hambleden Mill and lock (built 1773) located to the Thames.
Marlow lock was also originally built in 1773. Other important buildings include St
Peter Church Medmenham, built in brick and flint, Medmenham Abbey, St John the
Baptist's Church in Little Marlow and Westhorpe house.
The historic landscape is made is composed of 18th century irregular, regular and coaxial enclosure and 19th century enclosure, although a largely proportion these fields
have been altered or changed in the 20th century. Also of prominence is the Grade
II* registered historic park and garden of Fawley Court, which extends into South
Oxfordshire. The principal house dates from 1684 and is built in red brick with stone
dressings. The park was landscaped by Lancelot Brown and the temple on the island
in the Thames is a principal vista. The east park of Harleyford Manor (Grade II
registered and possibly laid out by Brown) extends into this area, sited on flood
meadow with views to the river.

Designations:
• Chilterns AONB.
•

Registered Parks and Gardens: Harleyford Manor; Fawley Court and Temple
Island

•

Scheduled Monuments: Roman Villa at Mill End; Roman Villa North of Yewden
Lodge

•

Conservation Areas: Abbotsbrook & Well End, Marlow, Little Marlow, Hedsor
Road & Bourne End and Harleyford & Wittington.

•

Archaeological Notification Sites: 24 No.

•

Priority Bap Habitats: 5 types

•

Biological Notification Sites: 22 No.

•

Local Wildlife Sites: 3 No.

•

SSSI: 3No. Fern House Gravel Pit; Rodbed Wood; Temple Island Meadows
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EVALUATION
Landscape and Visual Sensitivities
Potential landscape and visual sensitivities are:
•

River courses, ponds and lakes, and the associated habitat and wildlife value.

•

The range of habitats associated with the geology and riverside location including
SSSI wet woodland, gravel pits, and wet meadows.

•

Pollarded willows along the River Thames which are a historic landscape feature.

•

Views across open expanses of water, along and across the River Thames and up
the valley sides and to higher ground.

•

Open, undeveloped meadow and farmland areas alongside the River Thames
which offer tranquillity and calm.

•

Hedgerow field boundaries and hedgerow trees which provide ecological
connectivity and structure.

•

The flat landscape and the limited woodland, accentuates the visual sensitivity of
the landscape.

•

The historic character of small villages on rural roads leading down to the
Thames.

•

Archaeological sites and monuments including a Roman Villa, Neolitihic and
Bronze Age sites at Low Grounds.

•

Historic Water Meadows, pre 18th century irregular, regular and co-axial field
enclosures which are reminder of the historic use of land.

•

Historic parkland located at Harleyford Manor and Fawley Court with views to
the River Thames.

Strength of Character/Intactness: The strength of character and intactness of
the Thames Floodplain is moderate. Key characteristics are strongly conveyed but
the suburban edges of settlement and road infrastructure, as well as gappy
hedgerows in places, reduces the distinctiveness of character.
Strategy/ Vision: To conserve and enhance the character of the Thames Floodplain
including water bodies and wetland habitats of important ecological value.
To conserve historic parkland, villages and archaeological features and maintain
pockets of tranquillity and rural character.

Landscape Guidelines:
• Monitor water quality in the rivers, lakes and ponds, seeking to reduce run off
and water pollution from surrounding farmland and roads.
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• Encourage appropriate management and protection of water bodies and wetland
habitats and seek opportunities to extend and connect habitats and enhance
biodiversity interest.
• Resist further agricultural improvement and drainage which impacts on ecological
habitats.
• Appropriately manage willow pollards along the River Thames.
•

Encourage management and restoration of hedgerows, filling in gaps where
necessary and seek opportunities to recreate and extend these habitats.

•

Conserve open views across expanses of water, along the River Thames and up
the valley side of the lower chalk dipslope.

•

Conserve open undeveloped banks of river between Marlow and Medmenham
and Marlow and Bourne End which provide tranquillity and contrast to built up
areas along the Thames.

•

Conserve the historic character of small villages on rural roads leading down to
the Thames.

•

Avoid vertical development along the floodplain, which will impact greatly on the
low lying, open character.

•

Consider opportunities for further screening/buffering of roads and abrupt
suburban edges through sensitive tree planting.

•

Conserve historic elements, such as archaeological features, field enclosures,
water meadows and parkland, which provide evidence of past use of the land.
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Gravel-pit lakes at Spade Oak, with wet woodland and
wet meadows.

A flat, low lying floodplain with long views. Fields of arable
farmland pasture and rough grazing are divided by wooden
post and rail fencing and hedgerows.

A number of historic houses are built along the Thames.
Red brick and brick and flint are common materials with
some white render and timber.

St John the Baptist Church at Little Marlow, with a strong
historic character.

Tranquil area of meadow and farmland adjacent to the River
Thames.

Important views from the floodplain to higher wooded
slopes and Hedsor Priory.
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