High Wycombe: A Town Ready For The Next Upturn
Returning the Streets to the People:
An Exciting Vision for a New High Wycombe

Adapting to Change, Gearing for Growth:
High Wycombe Town Centre Shopping

We want our main town, High Wycombe, to be a uniquely appealing
destination, with a thriving economic centre and a high quality public
environment. We want it to be a place where people choose to live, work
and visit.
We want High Wycombe town centre to be greener and more accessible.
We want to reconnect it, make it more user-friendly for pedestrians and
cyclists, and replace ugly concrete road structures from the 1960s with
new development and quality green spaces.
This is the vision. But how do we turn it into reality? Well, the policies in
our plan show how, by outlining the key pieces in the jigsaw for
achieving this exciting change. The measures we propose include:

The effects of the global downturn have had a severe impact on parts of
High Wycombe town centre, with empty shops springing up at an alarming
rate in some places.
We have identified the historic core of the town – the area bordered by
White Hart Street, Queen Square and Church Street – as a pocket which
could benefit from a much more flexible approach to allowing new uses.
We are proposing to allow new enterprises to locate here without even
going through the red tape of applying for planning permission – so long
as they keep within certain defined uses and maintain an attractive and
vibrant-looking shop fronts which add vitality and diversity to the shopping
area. We believe this could help get this crucial part of the town centre on
the move again.

•

securing an alternative A40 route through the town;

•

opening up the river/creating water features;

What about the stadium?

•

integrating the railway station better with the rest of the
town and improving the interchange facilities there;

This plan contains no proposals for a new stadium for Wycombe
Wanderers and London Wasps. Why not?

promoting the economy of the town centre through quality

•

Because the proposal remains under consideration

office developments in key locations;

•

Any proposals will be in a new plan

•

improving the look of the streets in the town centre; and

•

improving the appearance of key gateway sites like the Swan

There may be further announcements about how to take this proposal
forward later this year.

•

Theatre Frontage and Octagon Parade

Greening Desborough

Our policies show how this vision can be delivered and how it could be
funded, including by:
•

using developer contributions generated in the town, and

•

tapping into other funding sources like Local Transport Plan

The cosmopolitan, mixed nature of the Desborough area west of the town
centre is a key ingredient in giving High Wycombe its richness and diversity.
What it is missing is green/open space for the local community and good
pedestrian and cycle links to the town centre. Our new plan illustrated
below aims to address these issues by identifying opportunities for open
space along the river corridor, including for walking and cycling.

funding and Heritage Lottery Funding

Desborough Area Concept Diagram

A Mixed-Use Corridor:
Hughenden Quarter
You may remember from the IF4
consultation that we had identified the
areas of the former Compair and De La
Rue factory sites as a key opportunity to
restructure and improve this part of the
town. You may have seen the new
student housing going up on Compair,
along with the temporary Sainsbury’s
store. Well, we are continuing to ask
developers to provide mixed-use
developments on these sites, and also
to take up the opportunity to create a
new linear ‘green corridor’ providing a
green connection from the town to
Hughenden Park.
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Green Links for a Healthy District

Building a Sustainable Wycombe

Since our last plan in 2007, officers at the council

We want Wycombe to be a leading force in

have been drawing up strategic new plans to create,

encouraging sustainable construction. Our Core

identify and protect green links running through

Strategy has already committed us to reducing

Wycombe. These are called ‘Green Networks’ and

carbon emissions and the use of fossil fuels. The

include not only the small pockets of neighbourhood

government has also announced a timetable for

green spaces, but also open countryside, rivers,

ensuring all new homes have zero carbon

historic parks and nature reserves - which form a

emissions by 2016 and for increasing the use of

seamless belt of ‘green’ across, through and beyond

renewable energy in new developments. We want

the district. We think this green network provides a

to make sure these new codes and rules are

good overview of our environment, and recognises

complied with, and our new plan reflects this. We

its benefits for the economy, wildlife and the health

have also carried out our own study into what

and well-being of your communities. But we want to

potential there is for using Combined Heat and

know what you think.

Power systems. This has told us that this

There are also proposals to protect wildlife and

sustainable form of generation would be possible

provide more open space for local areas in the plan.

on key sites like Daws Hill and Compair/De La Rue.

Key

Existing Open
Spaces & Routes

Allocated sites

Cycle Route

New Open
Spaces & Routes

Blocks

Footpaths

River Wye
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