Delivering For Our Housing Needs
The M40 Gateway: Realising the Opportunities

Delivering Benefits from Greenfield Development

Since the last consultation, you will probably have heard that the US Air Force has ceased operations at the Daws Hill Air Base. As a result, the
Ministry of Defence now wants to sell it off for development. Therefore we have produced a possible masterplan which sets the parameters for

We know that building on greenfield sites is not something people want to see in a constrained and sensitive district like ours. That is why we
prioritise building on brownfield sites. However we also know we have to meet our government housing targets to enable future generations

what could happen on both this site and the adjoining Abbey Barn South site (one of our ‘Core Strategy’ reserve greenfield sites). We think the

to have a decent home to live in. That is why we have to plan for the eventuality of using these sites.

two sites could be planned together, with Abbey Barn South being built in a second phase after Daws Hill is developed (so still several years

Our greenfield reserve sites have already been identified in the Core Strategy, following binding recommendations from the government
planning inspectorate. This means that they are earmarked to help meet development needs when required. Therefore we cannot oppose

off). What we want to see here is a high quality sustainable neighbourhood with homes, local shops, sports pitches, parks and potentially some
business. There is also an option to relocate the Catholic Schools on Daws Hill Lane into this area in the long term. Do you think we should be
master planning the Daws Hill and Abbey Barn sites for delivery together?

development on these sites at some point but we can plan when, how and in what order they are developed. That is the job of this plan, and
we want your views.
So we have suggested the following ‘pecking order’ in which these greenfield sites should come forward:

We estimate that the two sites could deliver in the region of 1,000 homes in total. One of the most important things to get right here is
transport. One option for delivering road access improvements is to build a new road to serve the south of the town – this road would be called
the Southern Link Road (SLINK) and would run adjacent to the M40 or follow the course of Winchbottom Lane to provide access between here
and the A404 and Handy Cross roundabout. This could provide solutions to transport issues, but it could also harm the landscape and have
wider traffic impacts, sucking traffic in. Providing much better bus routes along with road improvements to and through the site is crucial, and

1.

Terriers Farm

2.

Slate Meadow

3.

Ashwells

4.

Gomm Valley

options for achieving this are outlined in our plan. What do you think?

At the moment we don’t think any of these sites need to be developed before 2019, but see our question on the previous page about developing
the Abbey Barn sites together with Daws Hill.

At Abbey Barn South, it is crucial that the historic woodland ride running through the site is retained, and we believe we could make use of

Terriers Farm

Gomm Valley & Ashwells

this as a park area with various sports pitches, and possibly adjacent allotment sites too. What do you think?

Terriers Farm is served by relatively good public transport. It can also deliver
a new park-and-ride for the north of High Wycombe. We would want to
make sure a large area of green is protected here so that High Wycombe

We know how highly you value Gomm Valley as an area of

isn’t allowed to merge into Hazlemere.

Whenever this site is eventually needed, we want to make sure

Daws Hill and Abbey Barn South: Illustrative Plan
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greenfield site to be developed. What do you think?
that (a) the most important landscape and wildlife areas are
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– as a separate site to the rest of the valley, due to its closer
relationship to Tylers Green rather than High Wycombe.
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We know that part of Slate Meadow is registered as a village
green and is valued by local people as an informal area of
open space. We are looking carefully at how we provide open
space on the site and how we can make sure it is a pleasant,
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green environment. One possibility is to create a new
improved piece of open space next to the river, which could
make it an attractive prospect for

We have also been looking at Abbey Barn North as well as the other sites, partly because we are likely to have to deliver road improvements at
the junction of Kingsmead Road and Abbey Barn Lane. We know that Abbey Barn North has important wildlife on the site so we don’t think it
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Last time round, we asked you about our proposal to move the Sports Centre. You had mixed views on the plan, and we now intend to keep
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it at the current site. So we are now suggesting an improved leisure centre to be provided on the same site, alongside the new park-and-ride,
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Elsewhere in this part of town….
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can deliver any more than 100 homes; and maybe fewer than this. A nature reserve would be created to protect the important grassland.

coachway and offices we talked about previously. We are looking to relocate the running track and all-weather pitch to facilitate this.

local people. Such a move would
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least the same size.
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What do you think of that idea?
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Deangarden Wood
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