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Marlow Area Planning to 2026
1 This paper provides a quick guide to current planning
issues affecting this area and pointers to where you may
find more information in the documents currently
available.
We hope you will comment on these issues that concern
you - please use the response form in the 'IF3' pack, at
www.wycombe.gov.uk/imaginethefuture of from
beth_wiseman@wycombe.gov.uk or (01494) 421544.

Signposts to Other Plans
South East Plan
2 On behalf of the Regional Assembly (SEERA) the
County Council are consulting (until the end of October
2005) on proposed District level housing provision to
2026. Once approved by Government (not until 2008)
the South East Plan will set the long term framework for
growth in Wycombe District/ Marlow area.
3
See the leaflet at www.buckscc.gov.uk/
strategic-planning/ housing-consultation-2005, at Council
offices or call 01483 555200.
4 Lower building rates are currently proposed for the
area than had been consulted upon by SEERA earlier
in 2005.
Local Transport Plan ‘2’
5 The County Council are responsible for preparing
the transport strategy and this is currently being reviewed
by BCC who have recently published a draft for
comment. LTP2 will set out a long term vision for
improving transport in the area, together with a 5 year
programme and strategies for local communities/ Action
Areas.
6 Amongst the issues raised relevant to the Marlow
area is traffic congestion on the A404.
Between now and Spring 2006 the draft LTP2 will be
revised in response to comments received and further
work.
7
S e e
t h e
l e a f l e t
a t
www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport_plan/LTP2, at Council
offices or call 01296 382909.

Wycombe Development Framework (Imagine
the Future Part 3 Documents)
8 All the 'IF3' documents can be obtained on the web
at www.wycombe.gov.uk , at Council Offices, or by calling
Beth Wiseman on 01494 421544. Here we pull out
elements of particular relevance to the Marlow area.

Core Strategy
9 This sets out the following vision for the Marlow area:
Marlow should remain an attractive, vibrant and
accessible place that meets the day to day needs of
those who live, work in or visit the town. In particular
development will be expected to contribute towards
meeting the following objectives for the town:
The River Thames – Make the most of the town’s
Thames-side location by:
safeguarding its historic riverside
setting
encouraging improved public access
to the river and riverbanks
supporting and enhancing the tourist
industry
protecting the floodplain around the
town
Transport –ensure that the town is not dominated
by vehicular traffic, through appropriate traffic
management and addressing parking problems,
and encouraging greater walking and cycling
Business - Maintain the strength of the town as a
local employment centre in the Thames Valley,
making best use of business land
Town centre- Maintain the vitality and viability of
the town centre, conserving its historic core and
improving its facilities and services to better serve
the local catchment
Housing –ensure that the limited opportunities for
providing housing in the town address the needs
of the community, particularly for affordable housing
Country Park –implement the vision of creating a
country park on the Little Marlow Gravel Pits area
Housing Paper
10 This explains that presently time, across the District,
we are building at a rate to meet current Structure and
Local Plan requirements. Indeed there is sufficient ‘urban
capacity’ for the greenfield sites in Princes Risborough
(Park Mill Farm) and High Wycombe (Terriers Farm),
which are currently allocated for development in the Local
Plan (adopted in January 2004), not to be released for
development before 2011.
11 This does not affect the release of the sites at Great
Marlow School and Portlands which are allocated for
housing in the current Local Plan. Although planning
permissions have not yet been granted on these sites
development briefs have been progressed and we can
expect planning applications over the next 12 months.
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12 Development of these sites will be important to the
delivery of affordable housing to meet local needs.
Economy and Business Review Paper
13
Marlow has important employment areas and
business parks, including the high quality Globe Park.
It is suggested that these areas are protected as prime
business areas. It is not suggested that any large
employment areas in Marlow be changes to other uses,
although some smaller and older scattered employment
sites may have potential for change to other uses.
Retail/ Town Centres Uses Paper
14 Marlow should provide a range and choice of shops
and services that meet most of the shopping needs of
its immediate catchment population. There are limited
opportunities to accommodate a significant amount of
additional retail and commercial leisure floorspace. Major
development proposals within High Wycombe and
physical/historic constraints in Marlow will limit the scope
for retail and leisure development in Marlow. The existing
Local Plan allocates land at Riley Road, primarily for a
new food store and an application by Waitrose for has
been considered by the Council. The allocation is
adopted Local Plan policy and is proposed to remain.
Other Land Allocations
15 It is already set out in the Local Plan that a country
park is created on Little Marlow gravel pits to the east of
Marlow. If housing were to be built on Marlow Football
Club, (see the Urban Capacity Study), it has been
suggested that an alternative site for the football ground
could be found in the Gravel Pits area.

Community Plan and 'Grassroots' Work
16
In recent years there has been local work
undertaken, through different means, to gain the views
and involvement of local people and key stakeholder
organisations. This is being brought together in the
Marlow Area Health Check.

Marlow Area Health Check
17 In excess of 100 people turned up for the launch
of the Marlow Healthcheck on Thursday 14th July 2005
at All Saints Parish Hall. Malcolm Godwin, Rural Towns
Co-ordinator for the County explained that the
Healthcheck process is a way for local people to identify
the strengths and weaknesses of their town and to
develop a vision for the future and an action plan of how
to get there.

18 The process can only really take off with support
from local people and many have already volunteered
to be part of ‘working groups’ who will take forward the
initiative. Groups are formed under the headings of
Economy, Environment, Transport & Access and
Community & Social.
19 Volunteers met for the first time on 4th August to
begin to look at the work involved in the healthcheck. A
co-ordinator will shortly be appointed to assist and guide
them through the process. Volunteers are always
welcome and anyone interested should contact Rod
Braybrooke
on
01628
488238
or
email
bonnys@zoom.co.uk
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