Princes Risborough Background Paper - IF3 September 2005

Contents
Contents
Princes Risborough Area Planning to 2026

2

Signposts to Other Plans

2

Wycombe Development Framework (Imagine the Future)

2

Community Plan and 'Grassroots' Work

3

Risborough Area Health Check

3

Risborough Area Study

3

2

Princes Risborough Background Paper - IF3 September 2005

Princes Risborough Area Planning to 2026
1 This paper provides a quick guide to current planning
issues affecting this area an pointers to where you may
find more information in the documents currently
available.
2 We hope you will comment on issues that concern
you - please use the response form in the 'IF3' pack, at:
www.wycombe.gov.uk/imaginethefuture
or
from
beth_wiseman@wycombe.gov.uk or (01494) 421544.

Signposts to Other Plans

Wycombe Development Framework (Imagine
the Future)
11
All the 'IF3' documents can be found on the web
at www.wycombe.gov.uk , at Council Offices, or by calling
Beth Wiseman on 01494 421544.
Core Strategy
12 This sets out the following vision for the Risborough
area. New development should contribute to achieving
the following outcomes for Princes Risborough:

South East Plan
3 On behalf of the Regional Assembly (SEERA) the
County Council are consulting (till the end of October
2005) on proposed District level housing provision to
2026. Once approved by Government (not until 2008)
the South East Plan will set the long term framework for
growth in Wycombe District/ Princes Risborough area.
4 See the leaflet at www.buckscc.gov.uk , at Council
offices or call 01483 555200.
5 Lower building rates are currently proposed for the
area than had been consulted upon by SEERA earlier
in 2005.
6 If the current proposals are confirmed (and there is
no certainty of this) it could bring into question the need
to release Park Mill Farm as a site for the expansion of
housing.
7 As has been well publicised over recent years there
are proposals included in the South East Plan for major
growth at Aylesbury and Milton Keynes.
Local Transport Plan ‘2’
8 The County Council are responsible for preparing
the transport strategy and this is currently being reviewed
by BCC who have recently published a draft for
comment. LTP2 will set out a long term vision for
improving transport in the area, together with a 5 year
programme and strategies for local communities/ Action
Areas.
9 Amongst the issues raised relevant to the Risborough
area is a study of the traffic impacts of major growth at
Aylesbury/ Milton Keynes. Between now and Spring
2006 the draft LTP2 will be revised in response to
comments received and further work.
1 0
S e e
t h e
l e a f l e t
a t
www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport_plan/LTP2 , at Council
offices or call 01296 382909.

Economy- facilitate regeneration of
the existing business areas in the
town in a manner that seeks to retain
key businesses but also encourages
new business start ups
Tourism - develop new tourist
facilities, particularly in the vicinity of
the railway station to complement the
Chinnor railway
Town Centre- encourage limited new
retail development in or on the edge
of the town centre to improve the
vitality and viability of the town centre
Community – identify opportunities to provide
housing, including affordable housing within
the built up area, including as part of mixed
use developments – particularly that which
meets the needs of younger people. Improve
built sports facilities and open space provision
in the town
Transport and Access - review the key
transport issues in the town, including the
A4010 (as part of a strategic review) and the
High Street. Seek to improve access to the
station and appropriate levels of station car
parking
Environment –safeguard the historic core of
the town and its Chiltern escarpment setting,
reinforcing the town’s distinctive sense of
place

Housing Paper
13
This explains that at the present time there is
sufficient ‘urban capacity’ for the Park Mill Farm site,
currently allocated for development in the Local Plan
(adopted in January 2004) not to be released for
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Princes Risborough Area Planning to 2026
development until at least 2011. Whether the Park Mill
Farm site is needed in the longer term is largely
dependent on the outcome of the South East Plan (see
above).
14 The Urban Capacity Study identifies a number of
sites within the urban area where development/
redevelopment could add to the supply of houses in the
area.
Economy and Business Paper
15 This explains that there are some employment sites
in Princes Risborough which have potential for
redevelopment. The Picts Lane industrial site has
potential to be redeveloped for mixed uses including
employment. The Princes Estate has potential for further
employment generating uses. It is suggested that the
Aston and Full site at Mill Lane could be redeveloped for
housing.
Retail/ Town Centre Uses Paper
16 Princes Risborough caters quite well for the area’s
convenience shopping and day to day service needs.
The town’s comparison shopping facilities are more
limited, with few national multiple retailers. The town
should remain an important and successful convenience
shopping and service centre.
Retail or leisure
development in Princes Risborough would only be
appropriate where the development is in balance with
the needs of the local area or addresses a specific area
of deficiency in the town and its catchment area.
17 A key opportunity identified to improve shopping
provision is the land adjoining Budgens, comprising of
the car park, fire station (which would need to be
relocated) and adjoining property.
Other Land Allocations
18 The Site Allocations Issues and Options report sets
out some of the other options for development in Princes
Risborough.

Community Plan and 'Grassroots' Work
19
In recent years there has been local work
undertaken, through different means, to gain the views
and involvement of local people and key stakeholder
organisations. This has been brought together in the
Risborough Health Check.

Risborough Area Health Check
20
Over the last 24 months Risborough Area
Community Action (RACA), a partnership of local
volunteers, have undertaken a community wide appraisal
involving over 2,000 people who live, work or play in
Princes Risborough and it’s surrounding parishes. A
number of interest groups were set up covering areas of
Economy, Environment, Transport & Access and
Community & Housing to find ways to address the major
concerns and aspirations of local people. These groups
are examining in detail many of the issues also raised
in the Core strategy and other documents, and their input
to the WDF will be invaluable.
21 The appraisal was recognised by the Countryside
Agency as part of their new Market Town initiative and
funding was provided to assist with the work. The
healthcheck has now been validated and approved.
22
The appraisal resulted in a vision document
launched at the end of 2004 which summarised the vision
local people have for Princes Risborough and an action
plan of initiatives which can be developed to achieve
this.
23 More information is available at the Area Information
Office,
in
Princes
Risborough
and
at
http://risboroaction.netfirms.com Alternatively, please
contact Cheryl Hewitt, Market Towns & Rural Economy
Officer, Wycombe District Council via the Area
Information Office or on 01494 421123.

Risborough Area Study
24 In collaboration with local organisations, and as a
development of the Health Check work, a piece of work
is to be done over coming months to develop a clear
long term vision for the area and define actions to take
this forward, for instance to regenerate local business.
The project brief for this study, 'Risborough 2035', is
attached in the following pages. Emphasis is placed on
building on information already collected through the
healthcheck process and working closely with existing
local structures such as RACA.
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