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BMERC (Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Environmental Records Centre) is
currently undertaking a review of Biological Notification Sites (BNS) across the
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes areas. The term Biological Notification Sites is
a very dated, locally adopted term for some of the more diverse areas of the County.
They were first designated in the late 1980’s, but have no statutory weight, nor do
they conform to any nationally adopted non-statutory sites criteria. In effect they
were devised to fill a much needed gap between the well-known high status sites
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature Reserve on
one hand, and areas with very little biodiversity value. They capture local knowledge
about areas of land which appear (or appeared) to have high wildlife value but which
have no other designation.
Many of the mapped BNS areas have little or no usable data post 2000, and quite a
few of the site surveys, if they exist at all, date from substantially before this. A
substantial review has already been undertaken to decide whether a site’s BNS
status should be changed to be deleted or to gain a higher status due to being rich in
local wildlife, and to be designated as a Local Wildlife Site.
This review is still in progress for some of the BNS sites across the Buckinghamshire
Districts.
The following sites have now been designated as Local Wildlife Sites by BMERC
and are covered by policy DM13 of the Delivery and Site Allocations Plan for Town
Centres and Managing Development DPD which was adopted in July 2013.
New Local Wildlife Sites designated by BMERC are being added to or amended on
the Policies Map as part of DM13 Conservation and Enhancement of Sites, Habitats
and Species of Biodiversity and Geodiversity Importance , on the map shown as
“Regional and Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity Designations”:










Whiteleaf Golf Course
SS. Peter and Paul's Churchyard, Ellesborough
Medmenham Camp, Widefield Wood and Millbank Wood
Cock Lane Cemetery (added to Kings Wood)
Whitehouse Lane
Seer, Lane and Little Stocking Woods (Great Seerhill Plantation)
Kingsbarn Farm Fields
Cryers Hill Road Verge
Extension to Hog and Kings Hanging Woods

BMERC reports justifying the designation for each site are attached in Appendix 1.
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Appendix 1
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes
Environmental Records Centre Site
Reports

Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project

LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE
Whiteleaf Golf Course

Site Name
Whiteleaf Golf Course

File Code
80H22

District
Wycombe

Parish
Princes Risborough

Soils
342a Upton 1

Superficial Deposits

Ownership Details
Privately owned

Grid Ref.
SP823044

Date Surveyed
Area (ha)
10/09/15
c 15.34ha
Recorder(s)
Fiona Everingham
Julia Carey
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
Evidence from Surveys
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence of The site supports a mix of grassland
UK BAP Priority Habitats
habitats with small areas of scrub and
woodland.
2. Rare or exceptional features None
(principally for species) - Presence of
substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.
3. Size or extent of features (habitat or A large site with scattered patches of
population) - Does the site hold a grassland of interest occurring as a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) series of large inter-related islands in this
of county resource of the habitat (or highly improved golf course turf
habitat mosaics) or species? OR is it a
large site supporting a range of habitat
types?
4. Diversity (numbers of species or 12 meadow species
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and 14 calcareous species
consider in context of the number of 4 woodland species
habitats the site supports.
Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape - This site lies on the edge of an extensive
Presence of green links or in close area of ancient beech woodland on its
proximity to other areas of semi-natural southern and eastern edges. It links to
habitat. Part of wider area used by meta- existing LNR and LWS to the south rising
up to Whiteleaf Hill. To the north on the
population of a species.
other side of the valley there are further
areas of open grassland and scrub.
6.
Fragility
Sensitive
species The grassland areas and the diverse
populations or habitats prone to loss from flora they support are particularly
external influences.
susceptible to the mowing regime. Lack
of mowing will result in a build-up of litter
and tend to favour coarser grass species
at the expense of several forbs.
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7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
known and important to local community.
Part
of
regular
survey/monitoring
programme.
8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.
9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

The site has been managed as a golf
course since 1907. The areas of interest
would have been captured from the once
much more extensive high quality
calcareous grassland landscape.
A footpath runs along part of the northern
side and it is also accessed by many
people playing golf.
There is little opportunity for use by
schools etc. due to the danger of flying
golf balls and disruption to golf players.

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1
A small 9-hole golf course lying in a semi-rural location on the outskirts of the small
village of Whiteleaf.
1.2

The south facing slopes of the site extend from ancient woodland along the
southern boundary to the minor road that runs along the northern edge in the valley
bottom.

1.3

The site is bordered by houses and a cricket ground on the western edge, the road
to the north with more housing beyond. The eastern edge is a mixture of horse
paddocks, pasture and small areas of woodland linking to the larger body of ancient
woodland beyond that extends around the southern edge of the golf course.

1.4

The site lies on chalk with soils from the 342a Upton 1 series.

2. Detailed Description: Flora
2.1
The majority of the site is regularly and closely mown golf greens and fairways
which are interspersed with areas of ‘rough’ which support a diverse range of typical
chalk grassland species. There are several groups of planted trees, a small strip of
woodland along the north-eastern edge and a more extensive area of scrub and
tree planting towards the northern end of the site on the lower slopes with some
open grassland areas, particularly along the southern edge of the course.

Shows two areas of ‘rough’ and clumps of planted trees in southern section of golf course,
looking west towards club house

2.2

The ‘roughs’ support relatively diverse calcareous grassland with affinities to CG2.
They are dominated by a mix of Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and Tall Fescue
(Schedonerous arundinacea) with False oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and
small amounts of Sheep’s Fescue (Festuca ovina), Crested hair-grass (Koeleria
macrantha) and Downy Oat-grass (Avenula pubescens), an uncommon species in
Buckinghamshire.
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2.3

Forb species typical of calcareous grasslands are present at varying frequencies
across these taller areas. Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis), Burnet Saxifrage
(Pimpinella saxifraga) and Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) are all frequent
with occasional or rare Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa), Dwarf Thistle
(Cirsium acaule), Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare), Hoary Plantain (Plantago
media) and Fragrant Orchid (Gymnadenia sp.). Additional species include frequent
Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum) and scattered Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria),
Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Cowslip (Primula veris), Meadow Vetchling
(Lathyrus pratensis), Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) and Ox-eye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare).

Species rich grassland within one of ‘roughs’

2.4

One area (see map) has a few relic Juniper (Juniperus communis) bushes.
Additional seedlings from a nearby SSSI have been planted in this area, and
appear to be thriving.

2.5

Previously, the grassland area in the centre of the course was identified as the
richest area but the scrub has encroached on to much of the open grassland with
the main area of open grassland found on the upper, southern edge. The scrub is
mainly Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) with some Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Hazel
(Corylus avellana), Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa),
Field Maple (Acer campestre) and locally dominant Bramble (Rubus fruticosus
agg.). There are a number of trees across the slope, some planted, and include
birch (Betula sp.), Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Scots
Pine (Pinus sylvestris). There is also an area of planted Field Maple, Ash, Lime
(Tilia x europaea) and Silver Birch (Betula pendula) at the north-western end and
some areas where trees have been moved. The open glades are becoming
dominated by tall grass with abundant False-brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum),
False Oat-Grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata), to
the detriment of the species diversity.
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2.6

Two unusual species found on the lower slopes of this area are Sanicle (Sanicua
europaea), a species usually indicative of woodland longevity, and a helleborine
species (Epipactus sp.). In the past Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis)
and Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), both species considered rare within
Bucks, were recorded here but they were not found during this visit.

One of the open glades within the extensive area of scrub on slopes at northern end of the
golf course. Note encroachment of young hawthorn into grassland

2.7

There are additional areas of rough grassland along the western edge. Some of
these support a similar vegetation to the ‘roughs’ on the main course but some are
more akin to a tall, unmanaged MG1 grassland and would benefit from some
management.

2.8

The strip of woodland along the north-eastern boundary is dominated by a mix of
beech, ash and sycamore. Other species contributing to the canopy include
occasional yew and lime. The understorey has frequent Field Maple, Hawthorn,
Holly, Elder (Sambucus nigra), Blackthorn and Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica)
with occasional Dogwood and frequent Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus),
particularly at the edges. The ground flora is typical woodland flora with frequent
Ground-ivy (Glechoma hederacea), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and
occasional Nipplewort (Lapsana communis), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata),
Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood
Avens (Geum urbanum), Woodruff (Galium odoratum) a species often indicative of
woodland longevity and a single plant of Ploughman’s Spikenard (Inula conyzae), a
scarce species in Buckinghamshire. At least some of the trees within this area
have been planted.

2.9

There are several clumps of trees scattered across the golf course slopes, most of
these have been planted and include lime, Scots Pine,
Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), Ash and Cherry (Prunus sp.).
These generally have a tall grassland habitat beneath but this is not as diverse as
the open ‘roughs’ probably due to shading.
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3. Detailed Description: Fauna
3.1
This is not an exhaustive list but represents species encountered during the floral
survey.
3.2

Invertebrates: Previous surveys have recorded at least 8 butterfly species from the

area, but none was seen during the recent survey.

4. Past / current management regime
4.1
The main fairways and greens are cut on a regular basis leaving a series of uncut
‘roughs’ across the course and on inaccessible banks and slopes. Some areas that
were previously left uncut have had to be mown recently as the line of the green
has been changed, notably the large area at the centre of the course.
4.2

Trees are planted or sometimes moved to adjust the line of the holes. Recently,
this has been done at the northern edge of the course to reduce the likelihood of
balls straying onto the road.

5. Ideal management regime
5.1
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions
of the landowner/manager.
5.2

The current sympathetic management has done much to maintain and enhance the
diversity of plant species across the site and site management staff are keen to
improve the conservation value of their site.

5.3

The planting and maintenance of the juniper bushes at the southern edge has been
extremely successful with most of the seedlings thriving.

5.4

There is some scope for modifying the management of the ‘roughs’ slightly to help
to maintain and enhance the species diversity of these flower rich areas. These
areas would all benefit from at least an annual cut and removal of vegetation. This
would help to maintain the low fertility necessary for many of the characteristic
species to thrive and prevent tree seedlings from establishing and eventually
overshadowing the sward as has happened in the central area. If an annual cut is
not practicable perhaps each area could be cut in turn on a rolling schedule so that
each area is cut perhaps one year in three or sections of each area are cut so that
the benefit of the ‘rough’ to golfers is not lost with the added benefit of still providing
nectar sources across the area for pollinators.

5.5

Additionally, the sward could benefit from occasional scarifying (perhaps one year
in five), this with removal of cuttings to create gaps in the sward and reduce the
dominance of the grasses and associated thatch that is building up and preventing
new forb seedlings establishing.
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5.6

Within the central area of scrub and grassland the vegetation would benefit from
mowing where possible to create more open glades and reduce the dominance of
coarse grasses and the spread of scrub on to species rich grassland. The mosaic
effect of open glades and scrub edge is extremely valuable to a range of
invertebrates.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1

The presence of several discrete areas of diverse grassland with numerous
calcareous indicators and species typical of older, undisturbed grassland makes
this a good candidate for consideration as an LWS. In addition the site supports a
small community of juniper (some recently planted) and is a good linking habitat
between the extensive woodland to the south and additional grassland and scrub
areas on the northern side of the valley.

6.2

The site is a key ‘stepping stone’ between existing SSSI, LNR and LWS in the local
area, reflecting the once contiguous nature of these semi-natural habitats that
previously would have extended over vast areas but are now restricted to small
islands within a largely improved or urbanised landscape.

See next page
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Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
01296 382431
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o 01296 382431
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
03000 603900
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
01767 693690
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
01844 355000
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns) 01844 355503
Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 10/09/15
Species: 109
Recorders: Fiona Everingham, Julia Carey
12 meadow species
14 calcareous species
4 woodland species
Total grassland score of 23 different grassland indicator species
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 2 – Woodruff and Sanicle
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006)
Lowland Meadow, Lowland Calcareous grassland
There are small areas of woodland with some AWI but the woodland is not sufficiently
diverse or natural to merit categorising as any woodland BAP habitat.
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
Fiona Everingham on behalf of
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: feveringham@buckscc.gov.uk
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Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project

Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE (LWS)
SS. Peter & Paul's Churchyard,
Ellesborough

Site Name
File Code
Grid Ref.
SS. Peter & Paul's
80I07
SP836067
Churchyard,
Ellesborough
District
Parish
Wycombe
Ellesborough
Soils
Superficial Deposits
342c Wantage 1
Unidentified
Ownership Details
Church of England, Oxford Diocese

Date Surveyed
03/09/2015 &
08/06/2016

Area (ha)
0.66ha

Recorder(s)
Fiona Everingham, Julia Carey
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence of
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
Priority Habitats

2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of
substantial population or assemblage of species
as defined by the species criteria.

Evidence from Surveys
The site is regularly and closely mown, in
the new, lower parts of the churchyard.
The older area around the church is less
intensively managed and there are areas
of interest with species indicative of both
Lowland Meadow and Lowland
Calcareous grassland communities.
There are also some reasonably diverse
hedges around the site.
No rare species but does have 3 species
considered uncommon in
Buckinghamshire.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or
population) - Does the site hold a substantial

The site supports vegetation with
affinities to Lowland Meadow and
proportion (see figures for %) of county
Lowland Calcareous grassland and
resource of the habitat (or habitat mosaics) or
although this does not extend to the
species? OR is it a large site supporting a range whole area there is sufficient to meet the
of habitat types?
size criteria.
4. Diversity (numbers of species or
Lowland meadow indicator species 9;
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
Lowland calcareous grassland indicator
consider in context of the number of habitats the species 12 with 2 species common to
site supports.
both. Total grassland species score of 19
species
Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Bounded by hedges on several sides,
Presence of green links or in close proximity to
areas of scrub along the western side
other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part of wider with semi-improved pasture to the north.
area used by meta-population of a species.
6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations or
habitats prone to loss from external influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site known

The maintenance and enhancement of
the most diverse areas are reliant on an
appropriate mowing regime.
Identified as a BNS. Historic and cultural
associations as a churchyard.

and important to local community. Part of
regular survey/monitoring programme.
80I07 – St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Ellesborough
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8. Value for appreciation of nature - Good
access/greatly increases the aesthetics of the
area.
9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to education
centres and access.

Open access with paths throughout and
presumably well visited as a footpath
passes through the site.
The potential for use as a learning facility
is limited due to its sensitive use as a
burial ground

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1
A small parish church perched on a low hill with the surrounding churchyard sloping
away on all sides.
1.2

The churchyard is bounded by a managed hedge along the southern edge with a mix
of walls and hedges, some managed, on the eastern and western sides. The northern
edge is bounded by a fence-line with trees and scrub.

1.3

To the north the site slopes down to pastureland and the eastern and western edges
are bounded by a mix of housing, woodland and open grassland. To the south the
road forms the boundary between the churchyard and a mix of open grassland and
scattered houses beyond the road.

1.4

The site is situated on 342c Wantage 1 soils over chalk bedrock but information
regarding the superficial drift is unavailable.

2. Detailed Description
Flora
2.1
The churchyard and verge is a mixture of open, managed grassland with additional
areas of tall, unmanaged vegetation in the north-eastern corner and small areas of
shaded ground where the vegetation reflects the prevalent conditions and support a
community typical within woodlands and beneath hedges.
2.2

The sward is variable with the most diverse areas to the south and east of the church
and a more uniform species-poor MG6 type
vegetation to the north and west. These less
diverse areas are dominated by a mix of Yorkshirefog (Holcus lanatus), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra),
False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and
Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata) with small
amounts of Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne).
Forbs are present at a lower level in these areas
and typically include common species such as
White and Red Clover (Trifolium repens &
T.pratense), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), Ribwort
Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Creeping Buttercup
(Ranunculus repens), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus
sylvestris) and occasional Hogweed (Heracleum
sphondylium).
Diverse area south of church, managed for wildflowers

2.3

The eastern and southern slopes support a more
diverse MG6 – MG5 type vegetation. Species
typically found in these areas include species
commonly found in flower-rich meadows such as
Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum), Common
Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), locally
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frequent Yellow-rattle (Rhinanthus minor) and extensive swathes of Ox-eye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare).
There are a few species indicating slightly more
calcareous conditions including Dwarf Thistle (Cirsium acaule), Burnet Saxifrage
(Pimpinella saxifraga), Greater Knapweed, Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis) and
Cowslip (Primula veris). Grasses include locally frequent Tall Fescue (Schedonorus
arundinaceus), particularly on the southern slopes, Red Fescue, Upright Brome
(Bromopsis erecta), Yorkshire-fog, Downy Oat-grass (Avenula pubescens) and Yellow
Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens).
2.4

To the north of the main graveyard surrounding the church there is a further area of
graves lying lower down the slope
and separated by a low brick wall.
Part of this area is shaded by
several mature Beech (Fagus
sylvatica) with a ground flora
dominated by Common Ivy (Hedera
helix) with Ground Ivy (Glechoma
hederacea), Wood Avens (Geum
urbanum)
and
Herb-Robert
(Geranium robertianum) and a
number
of
garden
escapes
including Honesty (Lunaria annua)
and naturalised Cyclamen sp.
Yellow-rattle-rich grassland on south side of the church looking north

2.5

There is an area of tall unmanaged vegetation in the north-east corner dominated by
encroaching scrub of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) saplings, Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) at the edges. Most of the area is a mix of False Oatgrass with Hogweed, Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobea), Great Willowherb
(Epilobium hirsutum), Nettle (Urtica dioica), Cleavers (Galium aparine) and Traveller’s-joy
(Clematis vitalba). At the edge there are small amounts of Agrimony (Agrimonia
eupatoria), Field Scabious, Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) and Harebell
(Campanula rotundifolia).

2.6

There is another small area of less managed vegetation at
the south-eastern side. Here the graves have become
overgrown by a mixture of Common Ivy and Bramble
which has been recently cut back to some extent.
Additional species include Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis
perennis), Wood Avens, False-brome (Brachypodium
sylvaticum), Lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum) and a
Cyclamen that may have been planted or escaped from
the adjacent garden. Several Holly (Ilex aquifolium)
bushes have been recently planted along the edge.
Beyond this is an area of scrubby woodland, which
appears to be managed as part of the garden of St Paul’s
Cottage and has a number of planted shrubs.
Area of less intensively managed area in SW corner

2.7

There are several planted trees and shrubs throughout the area including Box (Buxus
sp.), Yew (Taxus baccata), Holly and Beech. The hedges are generally mixed
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species including Field Maple (Acer campestre), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna),
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Ash and Hazel (Corylus avellana).
3. Fauna
No animals or birds were recorded during the botanical survey.
3.1
4. Past / current management regime
4.1
Most of the site is mown with the older area around the church being managed for the
wildlife and wildflowers and cut less frequently than the lower, active graveyard in the
northwest corner. In places some of the cuttings remain in situ. The hedges are cut
and maintained where they are accessible.
4.2

The only areas where there is little or no management are the north-eastern corner
(see map) where there are currently no graves and the small corner in the south-east
where the graves have become overgrown by Bramble and Common Ivy.

5. Ideal management regime
5.1
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any criticism
of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the current
botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions of the
landowner/manager.
5.2

Given the sensitive nature of the site as an active cemetery there may be limited
scope for major changes to the management.

5.3

Extensive areas of the churchyard are already being managed for the benefit of the
wildflowers and other wildlife. The sward around the church is left uncut until
sometime in the summer. Ideally, following a cut in mid-May these areas should be
left for at least 6 weeks and then cut in late summer and again in the autumn. This
would allow a wide range of plants to flower and set-seed and provide an excellent
nectar source for a range of pollinators. It is also important to ensure all cuttings are
removed and not left to lie in situ where they will lead to an increase in soil fertility to
the detriment of several flowering species, creating conditions where coarse grasses
and more robust generalist species will out-compete those species more typical of a
flower rich meadow.

5.4

In addition a programme of rotational mowing can be beneficial to a range of
invertebrates as it ensures a continuous supply of flowering plants providing nectar
from spring to late summer and into early autumn.

5.5

The area of tall unmanaged vegetation in the north-eastern corner will be of benefit to
a range of species, particularly small mammals and invertebrates. However, if left
completely unmanaged it will eventually develop into scrub and then woodland as the
ash, blackthorn and bramble encroach further into the area. Consider cutting some
pathways and open areas to allow the spread of species such as agrimony, field
scabious and harebell that are currently restricted to the edges and becoming
overgrown by taller, more vigorous species.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1

Although the site is quite small it does hold some areas of reasonably diverse and
interesting grassland, remnants of communities once more widespread. Given the
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sympathetic management already in place and the presence of a range of grassland
species the site should be considered for LWS status.
6.2

The site meets criteria 1, 4, 5, 6 & 8.

Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns)

01296 382431
01296 382431
03000 603900
01767 693690
01844 355000
01844 355503

Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 03/09/15 & 08/06/16 Species:118 Recorders: Fiona Everingham & Julia Carey
Total of 118 species includes a number of planted and garden escape species.
Total grassland species 19 of which 9 are meadow indicators & 12 are calcareous grassland
indicators, 2 species common to both
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 1 – Guelder-rose, but this might have been planted
rather than naturally occurring
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006) -1
Lowland meadow and lowland calcareous grassland communities
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
Fiona Everingham
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Officer
c/o Countryside Initiatives Team,
Buckinghamshire County Council,
Annexe A, County Hall,
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431

Email: erc@buckscc.gov.uk
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LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE

Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project
Site Name
Medmenham Camp,
Millbank Wood and
Widefield Wood
District
Wycombe DC

File Code
88C03 &
88C12
88C04
Parish
Medmenham

Soils

Superficial Deposits
Gravels

Ownership Details
Privately owned

Grid Ref.
SU809852
(SU807847
SU812845)

Date Surveyed
19-May-2016

Area (ha)
9.69+21.2+28
.87 =59.76

Recorder(s)
David Sampson
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence
of UK BAP Priority Habitats

2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of
substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat
or population) - Does the site hold a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of
habitats the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape
- Presence of green links or in close
proximity to other areas of semi-natural
habitat. Part of wider area used by metapopulation of a species.
6. Fragility - Sensitive species
populations or habitats prone to loss from
external influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
known and important to local community.
Part of regular survey/monitoring

programme.

Evidence from Surveys
3 BAP priority habitats:
Lowland Beech & Yew Woodland
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland
Lowland Calcareous Grassland.
2014 record for Slender Bedstraw (Galium
pumilum). Common Gromwell (Lithospermum
officinale) is a county rare species.
The threshold for Native Woodland is >50ha,
the combined area of almost 60ha means that
the site (which is one continuous block)
qualifies.
Good diversity of woodland habitats together
with open areas of calcareous and more
neutral grasslands. 3 of the 4 main habitats
are BAP priorities.
A large woodland block and part of a mosaic of
other similar sites in the area, several of which
are designated as LWS or SSSI
Woodland is a stable habitat able to persist
unmanaged over long periods of time. Owner
sympathetic to conservation and is actively
trying to reduce invasive species including
Laurel.
Widefield Wood and Millbank Wood were
surveyed as 2 BNS in 1986.
Medmenham Camp is an Iron Age Hillfort, and
all 3 are largely recorded as ancient semi
natural woodland.

88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.

9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

1.

There is access to Widefield Wood via a
public right of way and other paths allowed
by the owner. No public right of way through
Millbank Wood is shown on the 1:25,000
OS map however there are tracks and
people do use the woodland for recreation,
Medmenham Camp does have a public
footpath. Access on foot to all areas is
good and it is possible to walk right through
the site on permitted paths. There is parking
nearby for a limited number of vehicles.
The nearest schools would be in Marlow 3
or 4 km away. This is already a popular site
for walkers who use it for recreation and to
see the pre-historic Camp.

Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use

1.1 Situated approximately 3km to the west of Marlow and just north of the A4155 near
Medmenham. The site slopes southwards and eastward towards the Thames is
around 500m away at its nearest point. The southern edge slopes steeply to the
main road and river basin. Grass fields used for grazing surround the woodlands
(some of which are in the same ownership).
2.

Detailed Description: Flora

2.1 The site is on a calcareous substrate whose influence on the flora has a varying
effect, where this is more pronounced beech woodland (NVC W12 and14 types)
and small areas of chalk grassland occur. There are areas with overlying drift
deposits of glacial gravels where the chalky influence is not evident.
2.2 Widefield Wood (which is the furthest
north) has Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
woodland with Oak (Quercus robur),
Yew (Taxus baccata) and Holly (Ilex
aquifolium), and contains some areas of
mature conifers. It lacks some of the
spatial and species complexity of the
stands to the south. The footpath
running south-east to north-west which
comes out onto Brockmer Lane runs
through a valley where Ash (Fraxinus
Widefield Wood with rich ground flora
excelsior) is frequent and has a welldeveloped ground flora. Towards the
edges of this part of the site the Lowland Beech Woodland BAP is replaced by
areas of Ash and Oak with bramble forming another BAP priority habitat.
Continuing further south into Millbank Wood and south of the track called School
Lane (which leads to Kingsbarn House) overlying gravels result in more
widespread birch/oak woodland with elements of NVC W8 and10 and more neutral
grassland (but acidic enough in parts for Rumex acetosella). Medmenham Camp
has the same elements with mature Beech occurring on the Camp area with
clearings and Yew on the steep slopes especially on the southern boundary.
88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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2.3 Over the whole site, the predominantly single aged canopy layer is variable with the
main species. being Beech (Fagus
sylvatica), Oak (Quercus robur) and
Birch (Betula sp.) frequent and
widespread. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)
and Cherry (Prunus avium) are also
found throughout with the former
locally frequent. Other broadleaved
trees recorded include Field Maple
(Acer campestre) and Whitebeam
(Sorbus aria).
Yew is present in
several parts of the site especially on
Area of beech with dense bluebell carpet
the steep slope down to the A4155 in
the south where chalk again appears near to the surface. Conifer species are also
scattered over the site and include Black and Scots Pine (Pinus nigra and P.
sylvestris) although these are only occasional.

2.4 The shrub layer can be sparse or absent
although Holly (Ilex aquifolium) is often
present. Box (Buxus sempervirens) is
locally frequent on the chalkier parts of
Millbank Wood sometimes with Yew
forming dense thickets. Privet (Ligustrum
vulgare), Spindle (Euonymus europaeus)
and Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) are
also occasional as well as Spurge Laurel
(Daphne laureola). Light penetration is
better in the Oak/Birch woodland with
Widefield area of dense laurel
Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Bracken
(Pteridium aquilinum) present, the latter forming a community with Bluebells
(Hyacynthoides non-scripta) and Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) both locally
abundant.

2.5 Widefield Wood is less diverse in
canopy species and formal structure;
and being actively managed to reduce
the
cover
of
Laurel
(Prunus
laurocerasus). However, this is an
ongoing process and the square of land
in the northeast corner still has
substantial stands of the invasive
species.

2.6 The herb layer contains mostly
common plants with a number of ancient woodland indicator species including
Widefield laurel
Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) , Three-nerved
clearance area
Sandwort (Moeringhia trinerva), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon)
and
Wood Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides).

88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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Open areas of calcareous grassland in
Millbank Wood with Box

2.7 There are several open areas in
Millbank Wood and Medmenham Camp
where grassland species occur, some of
these are calcareous and include Wild
Marjorum (Origanum vulgare), Common
Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), Salad Burnet
(Poterium
sanguisorba),
Strawberry
(Fragaria vesca), Barren Strawberry
(Potentilla sterilis), Hairy Violet (Viola hirta), Mouse-ear-hawkweed (Pilosella
officinarum), Common Gromwell (Lithospermum officinale) Glaucous Sedge (Carex
flacca) and Common Twayblade (Neottia ovata).
2.8 In the more neutral areas to the south of School Lane Soft-brome (Bromus
hordeaceus), Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum
elatius), Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa pratensis), Rough Meadow-grass (P trivialis),
Red
Fescue
(Festuca
rubra),
Meadow,
Bulbous
and
Creeping
Buttercups,(Ranunculus acris,
R. bulbosus and R. repens),
Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea), Common Vetch
(Vicia
sativa),
Cut-leaved
Crane’s-bill
(Geranium
dissectum) and Cuckooflower
(Cardamine pratensis) are
present amongst others and
the soils are acid enough in
places for Sheep’s Sorrel
(Rumex
acetosella)
and
Creeping Soft-grass (Holcus
Mollis).
Neutral (to slightly acidic)
grassland area in Millbank Wood

General views of Millbank Wood

88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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General view of
Millbank Wood

3. Fauna
3.1 A number of Fallow deer were seen as was Chinese Muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi),
and several Badger (Meles meles) setts were noticed. Occasional birds were
recorded: Red Kite (Milvus milvus), Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Woodpigeon (Columba
palumbus), Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major) and Green
Woodpecker (Picus viridis), Blackbird (Turdus merula), Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus
collybita), Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) and
Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula).
4

Past / current management regime

4.1 Over the last 300 years the extent of Widefield and Millbank woods have clearly
changed, as evidenced by earlier mapping and vegetative changes visible within
the woodlands today. As is typical for much of the rolling chalk-topped by clay with
flints or plateau gravels in the Chilterns. Any pre-existing woodlands tops, or relic
heath, have been extended over time. Rolling further down the slope into what was
once clearly grassland; in this case on the eastern flank of the woodland. Perhaps
the name itself “Widefield” reflects part of its history?
4.2 The presence of obvious clearings within the wooded area of Millbank Wood must
have been part of a past management or landscape schemes. Perhaps for
grazing? Certainly occasional arable plots as evidenced by an area still known as
the potato or turnip patch existed historically and persisted well into the 20th
century. In places, particularly on the eastern flank where chalky soils are
prevalent, Box has either been planted in good numbers, or management has
encouraged pre-existing stands to spread to what was clearly once quite a sizable
extent. It is probable that the Laurel was also largely planted, although perhaps for
different reasons. It’s very unlikely that Box is native to the site, but not impossible
given its closeness to river valley cliff areas, possible native refugia.
88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods

Page 5 of 9

4.3 The current management is very much geared towards improving the biodiversity
and a substantial effort is being made to remove invasive species such as Laurel.
This is an ongoing task.

Footpath up to
Medmenham camp

Beech woodland on
Medmenham camp

Geology profile on
southern boundary

5. Ideal management regime
5.1 This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions of
the landowner/manager.
88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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5.2 Areas dominated by invasive species such as holly, rhododendron or laurel would
greatly continue to benefit from programmes of work to remove these species;
preferably by cutting and stump treatment to prevent re-growth. The dense
canopies each creates shades out regenerating native trees species as well as any
local wildflowers and grasses, and provides a very cold space lacking in light which
is of very limited use to bird, butterfly, general insect or mammal species.
5.3 The open areas within the site are a definite asset and should be kept as such; this
may involve cutting or grazing to ensure that rank species do not take-over, nor
allowing woody plants on the woodland edges to invade the adjacent grasslands.
5.4 Further tree planting on the eastern flank should be resisted, allowing the more
open mix of box and dogwood scrub with grassland elements to persist providing a
light rich ecotone, particularly valuable for birds and insects, from the woodland
down to the grassland below.

5.5 In the Beech dominated areas the aim should be to encourage a more varied
profile with older and younger trees as well as a much broader native species mix.
Carry out felling / thinning on a regular basis in small coupes or compartments,
utilising continuous cover forestry principles.
5.6 Allow natural regeneration of scrub species, as part of standard woodland
management operation. Locally native species such as hazel, hawthorn, dogwood,
spindle, wayfaring tree, honeysuckle all provide nectar and seed sources for
wildlife; particularly in sunnier positions.
5.7 following continuous cover principles, some selective removal of trees would open
the canopy and allow natural regeneration of both trees and forbs.
88C03 C04 &C12 Medmenham Camp, Millbank and Widefield Woods
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5.8 Existing wood banks and ditches, saw pits, borrow pits, old track routes or other
historic features should be avoided with heavy machinery.
5.9

Consider the creation or widening of wide ride networks on multiple orientations, to
maximise biodiversity interest and light penetration into woodland blocks.

6.0 Try not to over cleanse woodland. Trees which have signs of decay, rot holes, sap
runs, dead headed limbs, central cavities and dead wood in the crown provide a
wide array of wildlife habitats. These features often associated with old trees but
not necessarily, younger ones can also be of use. The dead wood that develops
from rot holes and heart wood is especially valuable
6.1 To improve insect, fungi, small mammal and bird habitats by utilising planned
forestry operations retain as much deadwood on the woodland floor as possible.
This can be in the form of larger stack or cord piles, layers of material laid flat on
the ground including whole and uneconomic stems and branch wood or processing
waste and woodchip left in large piles.
6.2 Retain aerial and standing deadwood wherever safe to do so including branch
wood, main stems and even whole trees to provide nesting, hibernation and
feeding opportunities for invertebrates, fungi, bats and birds. Avoid being over tidy
with dead and dying material particularly broadleaves species. Where dead or
dying trees are close to paths or accesses consider reducing the tree so that it can
be left in situ whilst shedding much of its wind resistance and height. Leave all
removed materials on the floor around the remaining upright sections.
6.3 Where old / veteran / ancient open grown trees are becoming overtopped by others
trees they may need haloing work to release their crowns and to encourage
healthier growth. Remove of a small amount of scrub and tree cover from around
the periphery. This must done carefully and incrementally to avoid damage to the
veterans. No more than 20% of the over-shading canopy should be removed in any
three year period. The veterans will need a period of recovery between batches of
works. Ideally work should start with the north side first, where possible damage
from sun bleaching will be least.
6.4 Common Gromwell is County Rare in Bucks, and was found in a couple of locations
on the site. Slender Bedstraw (Galium pumilum) which is Nationally Rare,
Endangered (IUCN Red List) and a NERC Act Species of Principle Importance
although not found on this occasion has been recently recorded on the very
southern edge of the site, where it meets chalk grassland below. Both of these
species require light rich, open, grassland swards with some localised disturbance
to flourish.
6. LWS recommendations
6.1 These 3 contiguous sites form a substantial woodland block of over 66ha of varying
character including 2 BAP priority woodland types and areas of BAP priority
calcareous grassland as well as more neutral to acidic grassland and taken as a
whole form an important component of the woodland and mixed scrub cover of the
area. The owner who also has other sites adjoining manages the area with biodiversity as a high priority.
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6.2 The site is close to other designated woodland areas and has a good variety of
species. Its large extent, diversity of habitat and continuity of ownership make this
an important part of the high quality habitat resource in the area and a good
candidate for LWS recommendation. It is also recommended that a square
projection of the woodland at the very northeast extent of Widefield Wood, where
work is still in progress in reducing extensive laurel, be excluded.
Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
Chilterns Conservation Board (Farming & land use advice)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice)
Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
• 86 in Medmenham camp
• 88 in Millbank Wood
• 56 in Widefield Wood

01296 382431
c/o 01296 382431
03000 603900
01767 693690
01844 355000
01844 355503

(137 combined)

Date: 08.06.2016
Recorders: David Sampson
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 24 for the three woods in total
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1
Nationally Scarce Species 1
Red Data Book Species 1
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 1
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act
(2006) 1
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
David Sampson on behalf of
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: erc@buckscc.gov.uk
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Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE
Cock Lane Cemetery
(89X01a King’s Wood extension)

Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project
Site Name
Cock Lane Cemetery
District
Wycombe

File Code
Grid Ref.
89W02
SU896933
Parish
Chepping Wycombe

Soils
Superficial Deposits
Unknown
Unknown
Ownership Details
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council
Council Offices, Cock Lane, Tylers Green,
HP10 8DS

Date Surveyed
Area (ha)
19/08/2015
c 1.57ha
Recorder(s)
Fiona Everingham
Phil Irving
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
Evidence from Surveys
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence of Much of the area within the cemetery is
UK BAP Priority Habitats
regularly mown, however the site still
supports areas of species-rich semi-natural
grassland typical of Lowland Meadow and
Lowland Calcareous Grassland UK Priority
BAP habitats. There are also small areas
of Lowland Mixed Deciduous woodland
which have indicator species suggesting
continuity of woodland cover and it is
adjacent to known ancient woodland sites
of Gomms Wood and Kings Wood.
2. Rare or exceptional features
None – although the site does have 5 plant
(principally for species) - Presence of
species considered uncommon within
substantial population or assemblage of species
Buckinghamshire and 1 scarce.
as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or No
population) - Does the site hold a substantial
proportion (see figures for %) of county resource
of the habitat (or habitat mosaics) or species? OR
is it a large site supporting a range of habitat
types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of habitats the
site supports.

89W02 - Cock Lane Cemetery

13 lowland meadow, 12 calcareous
grassland indicators . 5 species are
common to both lowland meadow and
calcareous grassland.
9 woodland indicators including 6 ancient
woodland indicators (2 are also longevity
indicators), more may be found during a
springtime survey.
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Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part of
wider area used by meta-population of a
species.

6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site

Although the site lies on the urban fringe at
least 3 sides are bounded by semi-natural
habitats creating a buffer between the site
and surrounding development. Adjacent
land is predominantly woodland with
additional areas of calcareous grassland.
The species-rich grassland areas are
dependent on appropriate mowing regime
and removal of cuttings to ensure
continued low fertility, maintain species
diversity and prevent scrub encroachment
on to species rich grassland.
Identified as BNS in past, no other
information available.

known and important to local community. Part
of regular survey/monitoring programme.

8. Value for appreciation of nature -

The site is open access and there are

Good access/greatly increases the aesthetics footpaths linking this site with adjacent
of the area.
woodland and chalk grassland tof Gomm’s

9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

Wood LWS and LNR to the south and
Kings Wood LWS to the west and north.
The cemetery is well visited and people are
able to walk from the formal managed
grounds into the more natural areas and
beyond.
The sensitive use of the upper area as a
burial ground would restrict potential but
the lower sections could be used,
particularly as they link to the adjacent LNR
of Gomm’s Wood

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Us
1.1

Since the original surveys were completed part of the BNS has been lost to a small
carpark and this should be excluded from the area of interest. Additionally part of
the site is now a cemetery but it still retains valuable areas of botanical interest.

1.2

The site is situated on the eastern edge of High Wycombe and to the west of Penn
it extends from 125m at the lowest, western edge up to 145m at the eastern
boundary.

1.3

The site is divided into a series of stepped plateaux separated by steep banks
similar to lynchets. The upper, eastern part of the site is made up of two terraces,
the highest terrace is now a cemetery with closely mown areas and unmanaged
banks supporting a mixture of neutral and more calcareous vegetation. The lower
terrace is a mixture of mown and unmown neutral grassland with areas of scrub
along the edges. The lower, western section is dominated by scrub and woodland
with open glades of tall, neutral grassland with calcareous indicators throughout.

89W02 - Cock Lane Cemetery
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1.4

On the western, southern and northern sides the site is bounded by mature
woodland with no physical
boundary other than steep
banks often with mature
trees and associated scrub
species.
The site is
bounded along its eastern
edge by a broad belt of
scrub
and
trees
that
separate the site from Cock
Lane.
There are some
internal, managed beech
hedges
around
the
cemetery.
Area of
of taller
tallervegetation
vegetationon
onlower
lowerterrace
terrace
Area

1.5

Surrounding land use is predominantly woodland, including Gomm’s Wood, a
mosaic of woodland and open calcareous grassland, and King’s Wood along the
western and northern edges. There is extensive housing beyond the woodland.
The eastern edge is bounded by scrub and Cock Lane, beyond which lies semiimproved grassland rising to the east. Paths run through the site and into the
surrounding woodland areas.

1.6

The site lies on chalk bedrock but being within a largely urban setting any
information on the superficial geology and soils is lacking.

2. Detailed Description: Flora
2.1

The site can be divided into two main areas: (1) the upper, eastern side of the site
which is now a formal cemetery on two levels and (2) the larger, lower area a
mosaic of scrub, woodland and open grassy glades.

2.2

Area 1 comprises closely mown grassland varying from neutral MG5 grassland,
with some calcareous affinities, to species poor improved MG6 grassland
particularly on the lower terrace. There are also areas of unmown or irregularly
mown areas, most notably along the eastern bank and on the lower terrace to the
west of the main cemetery area. Presumably this lower area will eventually be used
for burials as the upper section fills. These areas are more typical of an MG1
community, but show distinct affinities to CG2 and perhaps fit best into the more
calcareous MG1d Pastinaca and MG1e Centaurea sub-communities.

2.3

The tall, unmown areas are
dominated by a mix of False Oatgrass (Arrhenatherum elatius) with
locally abundant Yellow Oat-grass
(Trisetum flavesens).
Other
frequent species include Cock’sfoot (Dactylis glomerata), Falsebrome (Brachypodium sylvaticum),
Red Fescue (Festuca rubra),
Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) and
small amounts of Quaking Grass
(Briza media).

89W02 - Cock Lane Cemetery
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Page 3 of 8

2.4
Forbs form a
conspicuous
component of the
sward with a range of
common species such
as Ribwort Plantain
(Plantago lanceolata),
Yarrow (Achillea
millefolium), Red Clover
(Trifolium pratense),
Selfheal (Prunella
vulgaris) and Meadow
Buttercup (Ranunculus
acris) frequent
throughout.
2.5

Additionally there are several species indicative of the low fertility and undisturbed
conditions prevalent in old grassland. These include frequent Common Knapweed
(Centaurea nigra) and Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) with occasional Wild
Basil (Clinopodium vulgare), Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), Crosswort (Cruciata
laevipes), a species scarce throughout Buckinghamshire, Ox-eye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare), the partially parasitic Red Bartsia (Odontites vernus) and
Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis). There are also many species reflecting
more calcareous conditions such as Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare), Burnet
Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga), Perforate and Hairy St John’s-wort (Hypericum
perforatum & H.hirsutum), Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa), Wild Carrot (Daucus
carota), Eyebright (Euphrasia agg), Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca) and Common
Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris). There are several species that are strong calcicoles
including the tiny Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum), Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis),
Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba), Wild
Thyme (Thymus polytrichus) and Common Restharrow (Ononis repens). Other
species are less abundant but still occur occasionally throughout the sward and
include Bladder Campion (Silene vulgare), Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza
fuchsii), Cowslip (Primula veris) and melilot (Melilotus sp). In the past Dark Mullein
(Verbascum nigrum), Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) and possibly Chiltern Gentian
(Gentianella germanica) have all been recorded but were not found during this
survey.

2.6

The
regularly
mown
Species rich sward in main cemetery
grassland around the graves
is generally less diverse than
the banks with a higher
proportion
of
grasses,
including perennial rye grass
suggesting a degree of
improvement and possibly
seeding of the sward at
some point. Typical herbs
present include White Clover
(Trifolium
repens),
Red
Clover,
Daisy
(Bellis
perennis), Ribwort Plantain,
Common Mouse-ear (Cerastium fontanum), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans)
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and Seflheal. These areas are more typical of an MG6 grassland, but also contain
more interesting species such as locally frequent Rough Hawkbit, Hedge Bedstraw
(Galium album), Common Knapweed, Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Burnet
Saxifrage, Ox-eye Daisy and Common Restharrow.
2.7

The lower terrace has an area of improved grassland dominated by Perennial Ryegrass (Lolium perenne) and White Clover, re-seeded at some stage and now
regularly mown and walked over but there is also an extensive area that has been
left to grow fallow. This area supports a range of species typically found within
lowland meadows with frequent Ox-eye Daisy, Common Knapweed, Meadow
Vetchling, Agrimony, Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) and occasional Field
Scabious and Yellow-rattle (Rhinanthus minor).

2.8

The eastern boundary is a narrow belt of scrub separating the site from Cock Lane.
There is a mixture of Spindle (Euonymus europaeus), Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum
lantana), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Buckthorn
(Rhamnus cathartica), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) and Guelderrose
(Viburnum
opulus) with abundant
Ivy (Hedera helix)
throughout.
The
presence of Guelderrose suggests there
has been scrub or
woodland in this area
for some time.

2.9

The lower area to the
west (area 2) is
dominated by scrub
with open, grassy
glades, which are
Tall, unmanaged open glade within scrub area
locally species rich,
and a small area of
more mature woodland dominated by whitebeam with ash in the north-western
corner of the site. The woodland shows affinities to both the W8 Fraxinus excelsiorAcer campestre-Mercurialis perennis and possibly W12 Fagus sylvatica-Mercurialis
perennis NVC communities. The scrub areas do not fit well into either of these
NVC communities.

2.10

The scrub grades from scattered field maple and
hawthorn with some ash to more dense areas
dominated by even-aged field maple with scattered
hawthorn and dogwood. The ground flora is comprised
of Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and ivy,
occasional Wood Melick (Melica uniflora) and False
Wood-brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) with two
ancient woodland indicators species, Woodruff (Galium
odoratum) and Sanicle (Sanicula europaea). There are
occasional standard Ash and Wayfaring Trees present
with numerous Ash and Holly (Ilex aquifolium)
seedlings throughout.
Acer Campestre dominated scrub
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2.11

The more mature woodland area is dominated by standard whitebeam and ash with
some large beech along the boundaries. There is abundant ash and holly
regeneration and the understorey also has Hawthorn, Buckthorn, Wild Privet
(Ligustrum vulgare) and Field Maple over a ground flora of Dog’s Mercury, Wood
Melick, some Sanicle, Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana), Enchanter’s
Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon),
abundant Ivy, Woodruff and occasionally another ancient woodland indicator, Wood
Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides).

2.12

The open grassy glades within the scrub vary from species poor areas dominated
by False oat-grass with scattered herbs including Meadow Vetchling, Red Bartsia,
Agrimony, Marjoram and Hogweed to a more species rich sward similar to those
found in the upper, cemetery section. In these species-rich areas forbs are more
prominent and include Wild Parsnip, Crosswort, Wild Marjoram, Wild Carrot,
Common Restharrow, Yellow-rattle, Small Scabious, Fairy Flax and Eyebright.
These areas in particular would benefit from an annual or bi-annual cut and removal
of vegetation to maintain and enhance the species diversity and to check further
scrub encroachment.

3. Fauna
No fauna of significance was recorded from the site during the visit but Slow-worm
(Anguis fragilis) has been recorded in the past.
4. Past / current management regime
4.1
Within area 1 (cemetery) the majority of the grassland is regularly mown with
unmown sections left intentionally in some areas (lower plateau) or because they
are difficult to access (eastern bank). The boundaries are largely unmanaged apart
from internal Beech (Fagus sylvatica) hedges around the cemetery which are cut
regularly.
4.2

There has been some tree planting along the eastern bank including Lime (Tilia x
europaea), Cherry (Prunus sp.) and Beech.

4.3

Area 2 appears to be largely unmanaged although there is evidence of some scrub
clearance in the past.

5. Ideal management regime
5.1

This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that they will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions
of the landowner/manager

5.2

The grassland areas within the cemetery itself supports diverse neutral/calcareous
grassland. The best examples of this are on the eastern bank and the tall area of
vegetation on the lower terrace. Both these areas would benefit from an annual cut
in late summer (September / October) with the removal of cuttings to maintain low
fertility. This would also prevent the spread of Dogwood into the species rich sward
which is potentially a problem particularly within the uncut area on the lower terrace.

89W02 - Cock Lane Cemetery
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5.3

There are several planted trees along the eastern bank which are creating shade
resulting in an impoverished flora beneath. It is probably impractical to remove the
mature trees at the northern end but perhaps the more recently planted Beech trees
in the southern section could be moved to a less sensitive area before they begin
the shade the diverse calcareous sward beneath.

5.4

The area outwith the formal cemetery (area 2) would benefit from some scrub
clearance to maintain open glades of diverse grassland; secondary woodland is
very much a less valuable habitat in the local area when compared to any form of
grassland or grassland with scrub. An annual cut or at least a cut once every two
to three years in late summer with the removal of cuttings would be beneficial to
prevent scrub encroachment and maintain the low fertility and species diversity.

5.5

The creation of a mosaic of scrub and grassland would also be beneficial to a range
of invertebrate species, birds and small mammals.

5.6

Generally increasing the numbers of flowering plants and shrubs, butterflies,
bumble bees and other insects as well as bird rich areas can add to the sites appeal
not only for its pure biodiversity, but also increasing its intrinsic visual appeal and
aiding the creation of a comfortable reflective space.

5.7

Given adjacent sites with various conservation statuses it may help the cemetery
owners / managers in their care of the site to consider some joint principles of
management with those next door; which hopefully would be beneficial to both and
create a much wider consensus on forward plans, what habitats are preferred
where, and common opportunities for working. It may also be possible to combine
management operations and hence reduce costs

6. LWS recommendations
6.1

The species rich grassland areas in combination with areas of woodland and scrub
provide a mosaic of interesting and valuable habitats that merit LWS status. This
area would link with existing LWS and LNR Gomm’s Wood and LWS King’s Wood
that surround this site on all but the eastern edge.

Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
01296 382431
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o 01296 382431
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
03000 603900
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
01767 693690
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
01844 355000
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns) 01844 355503
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Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 19/08/2015
Species: 97
Recorders: Fiona Everingham/Phil Irving
13 lowland meadow species
12 calcareous grassland species
5 species are common to both lowland meadow and calcareous grassland
9 woodland species
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species
6 – Wood Spurge, Woodruff, Sanicle, Wood Mellick, Guelder-rose and Holly. 2 are
also longevity indicators – Woodruff and Wood Spurge. Additional species may be
found during a spring survey
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1 – Crosswort
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006)
Lowland Meadow, Lowland Calcareous Grassland & Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
Fiona Everingham on behalf of
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: feveringham@buckscc.gov.uk
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Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project

Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE (LWS)
Whitehouse Lane

Site Name
Whitehouse Lane

File Code
99A02

Grid Ref.
SU913901

District
Wycombe

Parish
Wooburn

Recorder(s)
Fiona Everingham

Soils
343h Andover 1

Superficial Deposits
Unidentified

Bedrock
Chalk

Ownership Details
Privately owned

Date Surveyed
14/07/2016

Area (ha)
0.77ha

JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence of
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
Priority Habitats
2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of

Evidence from Surveys
The site supports lowland meadow with
significant elements of calcareous grassland
One species rare to the county – Chalk
Fragrant-orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea).

substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or
population) - Does the site hold a

No

substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of habitats
the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part of
wider area used by meta-population of a
species.

6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site known

Site supports 78 species across the 3 habitats
present (lowland meadow, calcareous
grassland, scrub & boundary hedges). Total of
18 grassland species split between calcareous
(10) and neutral lowland meadow species (10)
two species common to both communities.
The site lies adjacent to an existing woodland
LWS which bounds this site along its
southernmost edge. It also links to a Butterfly
Conservation site (part LWS) to the north via
areas of scrub and SI grassland, and is close
to a larger woodland and chalk grassland Local
Nature Reserve to the north east.
Many grassland species and communities are
extremely sensitive to changes in management
particularly changes to mowing or grazing
regimes. They can also be lost to scrub
encroachment, invasive species and affected
by increased fertility which encourages more
competitive species and coarse grasses.
Unknown, identified as a BNS in past

and important to local community.

8. Value for appreciation of nature 99A02 – Whitehouse Lane

The site is in private ownership and secluded
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Good access/greatly increases the aesthetics
of the area.
9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to education
centres and access.

with no public rights of way through or nearby
that overlook the area
The site is privately owned and is effectively an
extension of the family’s garden so is not
suited to public access.

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1
This hidden gem lies in a semi-rural location on the eastern edge of the small hamlet
of Wooburn Moor with the larger conurbations of Beaconsfield to the east and
Loudwater and High Wycombe to the west.
1.2

The site is fenced on all sides apart from one section of the north-western edge
which is open to the house and garden of the owners.

1.3

The site is bounded at its south-easternmost end by an existing woodland (LWS) and
there is further scrubby woodland at the northern tip. It is bounded along the
northern edge by houses and the remaining sides abut on to semi-improved pasture,
mostly horse grazed.

1.4

The site lies only 200m south west of Butterfly Conservation’s Holtspur Bottom
Butterfly Reserve, a large percentage of which is the Cut Throat Meadow LWS. It is
also immediately adjacent to the existing Cut Throat Wood LWS to the east, and lies
only 240m west of a much larger woodland, scrub and chalk grassland site owned
and managed by Beaconsfield Town Council called Holtspur Bank Local Nature
Reserve.

1.5

Unusually, although only a relatively small area the Whitehouse Lane site also sits in
two separate Biodiversity Opportunity areas, namely Gomm Valley Central Chalk
Rivers BOA’s respectively. The former enshrines a series of steep rolling valleys and
ridges typified by chalk land, with hedgerow complexes, woodlands / wood pasture,
old orchards and meadows / chalk grasslands and is closer allied to the interest on
this site than its neighbour.

2. Detailed Description
Flora
2.1
The site is dominated by tall species rich
vegetation with a mixture of species
typically found within lowland meadows.
At the time of visiting the sward was a
riot of colour with Agrimony (Agrimonia
eupatoria),
Common
Knapweed
(Centaurea nigra), Selfheal (Prunella
vulgaris) and Ribwort Plantain (Plantago
lanceolata) all frequent. Other typical
meadow species occasionally found
throughout the area include Ox-eye
Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Rough
Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), Hedge Bedstraw (Galium album) and small amounts
of Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) although this may be more
extensive but over-topped by the taller vegetation. Additional species include
Bladder Campion (Silene vulgaris), Common Valerian (Valeriana dioica) and Nettleleaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium).

99A02 – Whitehouse Lane
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Field Scabious and Agrimony

Abundant Hedge Bedstraw

2.2

Several species indicative of more calcareous conditions are also present reflecting
the slightly sloping position of the site and the underlying chalk. These include
extensive cover of the sweetly scented Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare) with
Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa), field scabious (Knautia arvensis), swathes
of the frothy yellow flowers of Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum), small amounts of
Burnet Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga), Cowslip (Primula veris) and scattered
Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis), a scarce species in Buckinghamshire.

2.3

There is a thriving population of
Dark Mullein (Verbascum nigrum)
in the western section of the site
which is an important food plant
for the county scarce Striped
Lychnis moth (Cucullia lyhnitis).
This links well with Holtspur
Bottom reserve which also has a
good population of Dark Mullein
and Butterfly Conservation are
looking to increase the extent of
this species within the area.
Area with frequent Dark Mullein towards southern end

2.4

There are some areas of Canadian Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) and Soapwort
(Solidago officinalis) that are becoming locally dominant at the edges.

2.5

The site is bounded on virtually all sides by tall hedgerows and trees and in places
this is extending into the grassland. The eastern section is now dominated by dense
impenetrable scrub although it is cut beneath the power lines that traverse the site.
This scrub is extending further into the grassland and the area would benefit from
some robust clearance to knock-back the leading edge of the scrub and maintain
open grassland areas and glades which will benefit invertebrates, small mammals,
birds and reptiles such as common lizard and slow worm. The scrub is a mixture of
Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Hazel (Corylus
avellana), the uncommon Spindle (Euonymus europaeus), Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna) and dense thickets of Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). There are a number
of standard trees on the boundary including Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Wild Cherry
(Prunus avium) and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus).
3. Fauna
99A02 – Whitehouse Lane
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3.1

This is not an exhaustive list but represents species encountered during the floral
survey.

3.2

Butterflies Marbled White (Malanargia galathea), Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina)

4. Past / current management regime
4.1
The site is mown intermittently.
4.2

Scrub is cut at shoulder height beneath the 3-phase power lines.

5. Ideal management regime
5.1
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions of
the landowner/manager.
5.2

It is recognised that managing a grassland site like this without the benefit of farm
machinery is a difficult and time-consuming proposition but hopefully we will be able
to work with the owners to develop a suitable management regime to maintain and
enhance this attractive and valuable grassland site.

5.3

Regular mowing and removal of cuttings to prevent increase in soil fertility. In the
short term this will be the more accessible areas, in the long term the whole site
would benefit from this. If, in the future, the site could once again be suitably fenced,
grazing with cattle or sheep would replace much of the cutting effort, but not all.

5.4

Shut-up’ period of at least 6 weeks when the grass and flowers are left entirely uncut.

5.5

Cut areas of taller grasses, flowers and small scrub rotation to provide continuity of
nectar and pollen supply for invertebrates. This fits in well with hand cutting, where a
block can be cleared, and then the cutter can move on to another later thus forming a
mosaic across the site of sward heights. In the long term the whole site needs cutting
every 2 – 3 years.

5.6

Cut some areas more regularly
(every year) to create a short
sward for more calcareous species
such as Carline Thistle (Carlina
vulgaris)
and
Kidney
Vetch
(Anthyllis vulneraria) which have
been recorded in the past but were
not seen this time – possibly due to
increase in fertility or the areas
they were present have become
overgrown by scrub. They are
likely to re-appear following
sensitive management.
Area of Canadian Goldenrod towards northern end of site

5.7

Regular removal and cutting of scrub, try to cut scallops into the denser areas of
scrub at eastern end. The whole area should be cut on about a 5 year rotation.
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5.8

Hand pull Goldenrod and Soapwort to try to remove the completely, or at least
prevent further spread.

5.9

Cut pathways through the ‘meadow’ to allow access so family can enjoy the wild
flowers and these open areas will benefit reptiles allowing them to bask and to move
through the site.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1

The species diversity of the site and the mixture of both lowland meadow and
calcareous grassland qualify this site for local wildlife site status.

6.2

The site passes on criteria 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6.

Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly land use
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland advice in Chilterns)

01296 382431
c/o 01296 382431
03000 603900
01767 693690
01844 355000
01844 355503

See next page.
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Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 14/07/2016
Species: 78
Recorders: Fiona Everingham
78 species: 18 grassland species split between calcareous (10) and neutral lowland
meadow species (10) cowslip is common to both communities
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 0
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1 – Pyramidal Orchid
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1 – Chalk Fragrant-orchid
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006) -1
Lowland meadow & lowland calcareous grassland
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
Fiona Everingham
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: erc@buckscc.gov.uk
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Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project
Site Name
Seerhill Plantation
District
Wycombe
Soils

Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE
Seerhill Plantation
File Code
Grid Ref.
89N08 &
SU849980
89P04
Parish
Hughenden
Superficial Deposits
Clay with flints

Ownership Details
Privately owned

Date Surveyed
24.06.2016

Area (ha)
11.5ha

Recorder(s)
David Sampson
Bedrock
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence
of UK BAP Priority Habitats
2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of

Evidence from Surveys
Beech and Yew woodland

1 scarce species, White Helleborine
(Cephalanthera damasonium) from
substantial population or assemblage of
current survey and records from
species as defined by the species criteria.
previous Biological Notification Site
(BNS) surveys have recorded:
Intermediate Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla
xanthochlora), Fly Orchid (Ophrys
insectifera) both rare in Bucks.
Yellow Bird’s-nest (Hypopitys
monotropa) another rare plant in Bucks
has also been seen here.
3. Size or extent of features (habitat or Does not qualify
population) - Does the site hold a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of habitats
the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part
of wider area used by meta-population of a
species.

6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

89N09/89P04 Seerhill Plantation

BAP priority woodland.
Good variety of woody plants and varied
ground flora with 17 Ancient Woodland
Indicator species on current survey
The site forms the northeast part of a
larger woodland block which is mostly
LWS, just across Clappins Lane to the
north is the larger Courns Wood and
further out are many blocks of woodland
several of which are LWS.
Woodland is a robust habitat that can
remain unmanaged for a considerable
time.
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7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
known and important to local community.
Part of regular survey/monitoring

programme.
8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.

9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

1.

The site contains a number of old pits
and banks of unknown antiquity. BNS
surveys in 1986 and 1990.
Clappins Lane forms the northern
boundary and there are footpaths along
the southern and eastern edges and
another cutting across the southern part
of the site.
Near to the village of Naphill and other
small settlements, partly accessible from
paths, no areas for parking.

Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use

1.1 The site lies within 1km east of the villages of Walter’s Ash and Naphill and less than
4km from High Wycombe to the south.
1.2 Occupying a site ranging from 175m to 130m the aspect is mostly northerly, and is
particularly steep in the area south-east of Clappins Lane.
1.3 The site is bounded by woodland to the south and by grass and arable fields on the
remaining sides. Many small settlements occur within 5km as well as the large urban
area of High Wycombe.
2.

Detailed Description
Key: the following terms are used (D)ominant, (A)bundant, (F)requent, (O)ccasional,
(R)are, Locally Frequest (LF): refer to frequency. (L)ocal to distribution.

Flora
2.1 The site has affinities with NVC W12/14 and occurs over chalk sometimes on a very
thin soil. Much of Clappins Plantation is on a steep slope and although it contains
some mature trees is mostly composed of young Beech (Fagus sylvatica), longer
established woodland is to be found in parts of Seerhill plantation where Beech
occurs
as
mature
growth (both single
and
multi-stemmed)
together with a variety
of other species in the
canopy. As the names
suggest much of the
present woodland is
plantation in origin and
there are still trees in
tubes
and
some
conifer areas although
the trees now seem to
be dead.

89N09/89P04 Seerhill Plantation
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2.1 Beech is the most prominent tree on the site being abundant overall and locally
dominant, it occurs as mature trees and saplings, Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)
was occasional but locally frequent and was also recorded as multi-stemmed trees in
some areas, several other species were occasional in the canopy including Yew
(Taxus baccata), Oak (Quercus robor), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium) and Birch (Betula pendula). There are some
old banks on the border of the two plantations where Hornbeam is locally frequent.
2.2 As is often seen in beech
woodland the lower layers
can be completely absent
with only a covering of old
leaves on the ground.
This is true for parts of
this site. However, Holly
(Ilex
aquifolium)
was
locally frequent as was
Bramble
(Rubus
fruticosus agg).
Hazel
(Corylus avellana) and
Hawthorn
(Crataegus
monogyna) were both
occasional.
Multi-stemmed trees in
Seerhill Plantation

Young trees of various ages
in Clappins Plantation

Footpath along edge of
Clappins Plantation
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Bank on border of Seerhill and Clappins with Dog's
Mercury ground cover

2.3 The herb layer was variable both in extent and in terms of the variety of species,
False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) and Woodruff (Galium odoratum) were
frequent and widespread throughout the site and Dog’s Mercury was locally
abundant in several areas, many of the Ancient Woodland Indicator species were
also well represented including frequent Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), occasional to
frequent Wood Millet (Milium effusum), locally frequent Bluebell (Hyacinthoides nonscripta) and Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella). There was a colony of White
Helleborines (Cephalanthera damasonium) near to the edge of Clappins Plantation
and although this can be found in several sites in the Chilterns it is listed as
vulnerable in the Red-Data Book.

White Helleborine in
Clappins Plantation
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3. Fauna
3.1
This is not an exhaustive list but represents species encountered during the floral
survey.
3.2

Birds: Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus), Red Kite (Milvus milvus), Wren
(Troglodytes troglodytes), Nuthatch (Sitta europaea), Robin (Erithacus rubecula),
Blackbird (Turdus merula), Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), Chaffinch (Fringilla
coelebs), Carrion Crow (Corvus corone).

3.3

Mammals: A number of large Badger (Meles meles) setts were seen.

4. Past / current management regime
4.1 Much of the woodland is composed of young trees and most of it is of plantation
origin. Some of the planting was done by Dillwyn Knox in the 1930’s. A few of the
younger trees still have the remains of tree guards. There are a number of older
trees, some that have multiple stems which may have been coppiced.
4.2 A large amount of Larch has been removed. Over the years efforts have been made
to improve the species
diversity, and resilience
to pests and diseases,
including the culling of
Chinese
Muntjac
(Muntiacus
reevesi)
deer.
4.3 A modern section of the
BNS area of 89N08
known
as
Knox
Plantation has recently
been felled. Due to its
young age this area has
an
under-developed
woodland character and
as such has been
excluded
from
the
suggested LWS area.

Edge of Clappins Plantation

5. Ideal management regime
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions of
the landowner/manager.
5.1

Management should aim to create structural diversity to benefit wildlife as well as to
improve the species diversity. Carry out felling / thinning on a regular basis in small
coupes or compartments, utilising continuous cover forestry principles and utilise site
native masting trees to provide seed sources for natural regeneration.

89N09/89P04 Seerhill Plantation
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5.2 Most non-native trees should, over time, be removed although a small number of
larch or other conifers may be beneficial to over-wintering bird populations.
5.3 Some areas of the woodland should be opened up to let more light in and to create
more structural diversity. This can provide a wider range of micro-climates in which
both floral and faunal diversity may increase.
5.4 Major ground disturbance should be avoided where there are important communities
of ancient woodland plants; wood bank, saw pits and boundary features should also
not be damaged by forestry operations. Extensive ground disturbance will also
encourage more rank species, such as docks, thistles and nettles.
5.5 Where coppice cutting hasn’t been lapsed for more than 40 years consider recoppicing some of the stools. No more than 25% of the stools in any 7 year period,
each stool to retain 10% of the available stems as sap pullers in order to feed the
regeneration. Protect cut stools with brash / fencing to prevent deer and rabbit
grazing of regrowth..
5.6 Allow natural regeneration of scrub species, as part of standard woodland
management operation, especially on woodland edges and ride sides. Locally native
species such as hazel, hawthorn, dogwood, spindle, wayfaring tree, honeysuckle all
provide nectar and seed sources for wildlife; particularly in sunnier positions.
5.7 To improve insect, fungi, small mammal and bird habitats by utilising planned forestry
operations retain as much deadwood on the woodland floor as possible. This can be
in the form of larger stack or cord piles, layers of material laid flat on the ground
including whole and uneconomic stems and branch wood or processing waste and
woodchip left in large piles. Very small diameter timber - brash, twigs and small
branches - are more useful if accumulated into piles in the shade of the tree canopy
or of bracken or brambles.
5.8 Where dead or dying trees are close to paths or accesses consider reducing the tree
so that it can be left in situ whilst shedding much of its wind resistance and height.
Leave all removed materials on the floor around the remaining upright sections.
5.9 Consider creating standing deadwood by ring barking unwanted / problematic trees
and leaving the in situ to naturally break down.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1 The site consists of Clappins plantation (BNS 89N08) and Seerhill Plantation (BNS
89P04 minus Knox Plantation). They are part of a larger block of woodland which an
adjacent part is already designated as LWS and therefore have excellent connectivity
and, although not fully open access, there are a number of footpaths crossing the
wood. Beech is by far the commonest of the woodland trees on the site but there is a
good range of other species. Many of these have yet to reach maturity but there is
some diversity of age in the existing stock.
6.2 There is considerably more interest in the herb layer where 17 Ancient Woodland
Indicator species were recorded on the current survey; previous BNS surveys have
compiled lengthy plant lists of over 130 species with several more indicators and
plants rare in the county.
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6.3 The site meets criteria 1, 4, 5 & 7 and should be considered as a local wildlife site. It
is logical to make it an extension to the adjacent LWS 89N09 Seer, Lane and Little
Stocking woods (Great Seerhill Plantation).
Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
01296 382431
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o 01296 382431
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
03000 603900
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
01767 693690
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
01844 355000
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns) 01844 355503
Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 24.06.2016 Species: 65
Recorders: David Sampson
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 17
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006) 1
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
David Sampson
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: erc@buckscc.gov.uk
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Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE (LWS)

Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes
Wildlife Sites Project

Kingsbarn Farm Fields

Site Name
Kingsbarn Farm
Fields
District
Wycombe

File Code
89C21

Grid Ref.
SU813851

Soils

Superficial Deposits

Parish
Medmenham

Ownership Details
Privately owned

Date Surveyed
23 & 25/08/2016

Area (ha)
Circa 11.5ha

Recorder(s)
David Sampson
Fiona Everingham
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence
of UK BAP Priority Habitats
2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of

Evidence from Surveys
Lowland Calcareous Grassland
Downland Villa Bee-fly (Villa cingulata)
Slender Bedstraw (Galium pumilum)

substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or No
population) - Does the site hold a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of habitats
the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part
of wider area used by meta-population of a
species.

6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
known and important to local community.
Part of regular survey/monitoring

BAP Priority Calcareous Grassland
90 species including 24 calcareous
grassland species and 13 meadow species

Two of the fields form a continuous block
and the third is separated by Kingsbarn
Farm and House. They are bordered to the
east and west by LWS woodland sites, at
the northern and southern ends they join
other grazed fields in the same ownership.
The fields are being managed by grazing
and are dependent on this to remain in
their present state. Their treatment will be
a key factor for improving their biodiversity
over the years. Some damage in parts is
due to Badger (Meles meles) foraging.
The fields are recorded on the OS
surveyor’s drawings 1822-1835. Surveys
have taken place on a number of
occasions over the past 10 years.

programme.
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8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.

9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

There is a footpath leading past Kingsbarn
House to the A4155 which crosses the
southern part of the site. The site could be
of interest for illustrating the restoration
and management of calcareous grassland
habitat.
None known of but could have some
potential (see above)

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1
Located just under 1km to the north-east of Medmenham the site is composed of 3
fields one to the west of Kingsbarn Farm and the other 2 (which are continuous) to
the north-east.
1.2

The fields are on sloping ground from circa 80m to circa 35m and incorporate the
steeply rolling topography characteristic of the area. Woodland forms the boundary
on most of the east and west sides.

1.3

There are many woodlands in the wider area together with farmed fields both grass
and arable, Marlow lies within 4 kilometres and several smaller settlements are
scattered over the area, the Thames runs less than a kilometre to the south.

2. Detailed Description
Flora
2.1

The 3 fields selected for LWS recommendation are on a calcareous substrate and
this is often reflected in the species found, although there has been an input of
seeds from elsewhere this has been kept very local and will often have come from a
neighbouring field.

2.2

Field 1 (Old Bank). This field has probably never been extensively ploughed due to
its steep slopes. The present owners have owned it for 15 years but, until 3 years
ago did not have enough animals to graze it properly although hay was taken. There
is now sufficient livestock to maintain it in better condition. This field has a number of
scarce plants including Slender Bedstraw (Galium pumilum), some areas have been
fenced-off to avoid grazing damage.

2.3

In addition to the plants recorded on the present survey the following have also been
recorded, (details provided by the owner): Common Restharrow (Ononis repens),
Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), Thyme (Thymus sp), Adder’s-tongue Fern
(Ophioglossum vulgatum), Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia), Clustered Bellflower
(Campanula glomerata), Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium), Meadow
Cranesbill (Geranium pratense), Slender Bedstraw (Galium pumilum, checked by
experts), Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera), Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis),
Quaking Grass (Briza media), Bugle (Ajuga reptans), Salad Burnet (Poterium
sanguisorba), Wild Parsnip (Pastinacca sativa), Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare),
White Helleborine (Cephalanthera damasonium), Hairy Violet (Viola hirta) and
Common Twayblade (Neottia ovata).
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A total of 47 species was recorded in the current survey, including 8 meadow
species and 10 calcareous indicators.

Old Bank field conservation flock

Old Bank field and one of the areas fencedoff to avoid damage from grazing

2.4

Field 2 (East Meadow). A west facing slope which appears to be managed as a
hay meadow on the slopes with a regularly mown area along the bottom of the slope
used as access between fields.

2.5

The site was re-seeded in strips in 2011 and this sown mix has now spread
throughout most of the field. The slopes are dominated by herbs with abundant
Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata) and frequent Yellow-rattle (Rhinanthus
minor), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Wild Marjoram, Wild Basil (Clinopodium
vulgare), Meadow Buttercup and Sainfoin (Onobrychis viciifolia). Other species
occasional throughout include Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Fairy
Flax (Linum catharticum), Vervain (Verbena officinalis), Common Knapweed
(Centauria nigra) and Autumn Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides autumnalis). Species
indicative of more calcareous conditions include small amounts of scattered Burnet
Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga), Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria) and Field
Scabious (Knautia arvensis) with Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa). There
are also small amounts of Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Meadow Vetchling
(Lathyrus pratensis), Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), Weld (Reseda luteola)
and Goat’s-beard (Tragopogon pratensis).
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2.6

According to notes provided by the owner, the following species have also been
recorded growing there: Wild Marjoram, Black Medick (Medicago lupulina),
Speedwell (Veronica sp), Hairy Violet (Viola hirta), Primrose (Primula vulgaris),
Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella we presume, rather than Chiltern gentian),
Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia) and Clustered Bellflower (Campanula glomerata.

2.7

The level ground at the foot of the slope is more improved with some Perennial Ryegrass but still abundant Ribwort Plantain. There is a small dumping area with
abundant Nettles (Urtica dioica), Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsis) and Dark
Mullein (V. nigrum), Hemp Agrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum), Knotgrass
(Polygonum aviculare), Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense), Scarlet Pimpernel
(Anagallis arvensis) and broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius).
A total of 55 species: 18 grassland, 10 meadow and 9 calcareous indicators.

2.8

Field 3 (North Meadow). A small field mainly with east-facing slopes. The area is
again dominated by herbs and is being sheep-grazed with the lower slopes having
been largely grazed-off and the upper areas still relatively tall. There are a couple of
fenced-off chalk pit areas, dug to enhance invertebrate diversity, particularly
butterflies. This field was completely re-seeded in 2011 and two years later
Spreading Bellflower (Campanula patula) was seen in several places and this year it
was seen again.

2.9

There are two scrapes in the north-east part of the field created for butterflies where
Horseshoe Vetch (although initially planted) is now so established that there are
plenty of seedlings. The same goes for thyme (the seed taken from Old Bank).
Although the restoration is very young and has some way to go before it is more in
balance, it improves markedly each year. This is one of the fields in which the
Downland Villa Bee-fly (Villa cingulata), a Red Data Book bee-fly, was spotted in
abundance only 3 years after it had been seeded. The sward is now dominated by a
mix of species typical of meadows and many indicating the more calcareous
conditions prevalent within this field.
Common Knapweed, Wild Basil
(Clinopodium vulgare), Carrot, Lady’s
Bedstraw (Galium verum), Perforate St
John’s-wort (Hypericum perforatum),
Wild Marjoram, Ribwort Plantain,
Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil and Fairy
Flax are all frequent throughout.

2.10 Other species found only in small
amounts include Field Scabious,
Rough Hawkbit and Burnet Saxifrage.
89C21 - Kingsbarn Farm Fields
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2.11 Within the 2 fenced areas there
are a few additional species
indicative of the bare
calcareous conditions including
Restharrow (Ononis repens),
Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis
vulneraria), Cowslip (Primula
veris), Large Thyme (Thymus
pulegioides) and Horseshoe
Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa).
2.12

Additional species only found
within the exclosures include
Ploughman’s-spikenard (Inula
conyzae)
and
Harebell
(Campanula rotundifolia).

A total of 57 species were recorded in field 5: 29 grassland, 12 meadow and 21
calcareous indicators.

3. Fauna
3.1 This is not an exhaustive list but represents species encountered during the floral
survey. These fields separate some large woodland blocks to the east and west and
there is movement of wildlife across them. Several small groups of Fallow Deer (Dana
dana) were seen crossing the site and Badgers (Meles meles) are apparently
particularly active in the areas of high plant diversity.
3.2 During a Bucks Invertebrate Group (BIG) meeting in 2014 a number of significant
invertebrate species were noted within, or in close proximity, to the fields which make
up this site. Additionally, it appeared at least three species (undetermined) of bat were
noted feeding across fields 1 and 2 . The largest species in particular was using the
large double hedge forming the long curved north western side of field 2, as well as
multiple surrounding fields; apparently including localised swarms of summer chafer
beetles. All three appeared to benefit from increased feeding opportunities where
hedges or woodlands formed edge habitats with open grassland areas.
4. Past / current management regime
4.1 There has been a considerable effort expended on the fields in order to improve their
botanical diversity with several of them having been seeded in strips with a wildflower
mix suitable for the conditions. The fields are grazed by conservation breed livestock
which are moved from end to end of the site through the year, particularly sensitive
parts of some fields have been fenced off to avoid overgrazing and to allow plants to
flower and set seed. The results have been positive, this is a long-term project and
there is good reason to expect further improvement with time.
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5. Ideal management regime
5.1 This is intended to represent an
ideal management regime to
maximise the wildlife value of the
site. It is recognised that this
management
may
not
be
achievable or desirable for the
landowner but it is hoped that
he/she will consider moving
towards this prescription. The
management options detailed
below in no way infer any
criticism
of
the
current
management of the site and it is
acknowledged that the current
botanical diversity of the site is
due to the sensitivity of the
previous
actions
of
the
landowner/manager.

5.2 The site currently supports a range of species typical of lowland meadows spread
across the fields which vary in diversity and species richness. Slight modification to the
current management regime would maintain and over time, enhance the interest
further.
5.3 Grazing with traditional breeds of sheep has been very successful, reducing the bulk of
more aggressive grass species which were dominating swards, and allowing a finer mix
to establish. The forb content of the sward has increased as a direct result, as was
desired.
5.4 Occasional use of heavier cattle would beneficial, if and when available. Their feeding
characteristics pulling at vegetation instead of the sheep’s nibbling create different
opportunities for incoming species, particularly when twinned with very light poaching to
create cleat marks valuable for germination and some invertebrate and lower plant
species.
5.5 It may be worthwhile experimenting with managing some of the fields occasionally as
traditional hay meadows; this could be all or part of the field. The sward should be
grazed back hard in the spring and then left to grow unfettered until at least mid-July to
allow species to flower and set seed. A staggered cutting programme to prolong the
flowering season and provide a nectar and pollen source over an extended period
would be beneficial and also allow small mammals and reptiles to move into longer
vegetation. The cut sward should be turned at least once to allow the seed to fall and
the hay taken off the site. Ideally the aftermath should then be grazed-off to create
small open areas of ground for seed germination.
5.6 Continued control of unwanted species such as ragwort and creeping thistle in Field 3
is beneficial. It may also benefit from occasional harder grazing especially in the lower
sections and on the shadier side to reduce grass bulk.
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5.7 As and when the northern fence line of Field 1 (where it adjoins the scrub / woodland)
is replaced, it would be preferable to push it uphill 5m or so into the scrub line. The area
above the fence is currently dominated by scrubby and dense vegetation, which like
others in the vicinity is likely to be a mix of plantation and natural regeneration onto a
previous grassland area. It has some species of grassland interest, particularly the
Nationally Endangered and County Rare Galium pumilum which is sited on the fenceline itself as well as Common Gromwell (Lithospermum officinale) and Meadow
Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata). The small patches of chalk grassland, being the rarer
of the two habitats, would benefit from being in the “field” area where it can be grazed
and managed in a more open setting and encouraged to enlarge.
5.8 Field 3 has some ruderal and ex chalk downland interest on its uppermost side, where
the field rises to its steepest slope on the harder chalk beds. This is a classic position
for interesting species, some of which prefer more open soils to thrive. In order to
harness long-term naturally occurring seedbanks to increase forb diversity it would be
preferable to carry out localised disturbance. A single heavy cultivation or even
ploughing of a 5m wide strip immediately below the grassy strip on the woodland edge
would be beneficial. Disturbance should take place in early autumn after the current
years seed has set, but before late autumn / spring annuals germinate. Once forbs
establish in this strip they can be encouraged downhill by cultivating the next strip down
two years later once seeds have set, and hence the field can be improved in stages. It
is not necessary to restrict light grazing from the area but heavy grazing during
establishment periods should be avoided.
5.9 The open soil areas following cultivation and hotter temperatures of the cultivated areas
will be beneficial for a range on invertebrates including hoverflies, bees, bumble bees
and butterflies, and will be useful basking areas for any reptile species in the area. It
will be more cost effective to consider cultivation as a first option for increasing sward
diversity, instead of moving directly to the sowing of imported seeds.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1 The fields proposed for LWS form an area of approximately 11.5ha and for the most
part are bordered by other designated sites (LWS), they are being managed effectively
to enhance their nature conservation value and there has been a marked improvement
in their overall condition in recent years with a number of scarce plants recorded from
some of the fields. In addition to the botanical interest there has been work done to
improve the site for butterflies and other invertebrates. The chalk pits in field 3 were
dug following advice given by Butterfly Conservation and a feature of the site is the
presence of the nationally rare Downland Villa Bee-fly (Villa cingulata). It is expected
that these fields will continue to improve with the management they are receiving and
adjoining ones that have not been included here will also increase in biodiversity, it is
therefore recommended that the site be considered for LWS status.

See next sheet
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Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
01296 382431
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o 01296 382431
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
03000 603900
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
01767 693690
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
01844 355000
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns) 01844 355503
Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 23 & 25/08/2016
Species: 90
Recorders: David Sampson & Fiona Everingham
Calcareous Indicator Species 24
Meadow Indicator Species 13
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 0
County Uncommon Plants 9
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List) 1(+Ophioglossum vulgatum reported
pers.com)
Nationally Scarce Species 0
Red Data Book Species 2
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species 1
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB) 0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006) -1

LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
David Sampson & Fiona Everingham
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: erc@buckscc.gov.uk
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Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE
Cryers Hill Road Verge

Site Name
Cryers Hill Road
Verge

File Code
89T10

Grid Ref.
SU869967

District
Wycombe

Parish
Hughenden

Recorder(s)
Fiona Everingham
Alison Woods

Soils
343h Andover 1

Superficial Deposits
Unidentified

Bedrock
Chalk

Ownership Details
Wycombe District Council , Queen Victoria Road,
High Wycombe, HP11 1BB

Date Surveyed
24/08/2015

Area (ha)
c0.2ha

JCA (Joint Character Area)
110 Chilterns

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence
of UK BAP Priority Habitats

2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of

Evidence from Surveys
The site is mostly covered by a grass
dominated sward with a number of
calcareous grassland indicators and
some lowland meadow species.
However, they are not good
representations of either habitat.
None

substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or No
population) - Does the site hold a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and
consider in context of the number of habitats
the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part
of wider area used by meta-population of a
species.
6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
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Lowland Meadow Species 3; Lowland
Calcareous Grassland Species 7. Total
grassland score of 9 species
The site does provide a green corridor
along the roadside, the scrub area
grades into woodland at the upper end
and links to areas of ancient woodland.
The grassland species present in this
area are reliant on appropriate
management by mowing.
Identified as BNS

known and important to local community.
Part of regular survey/monitoring

programme.
8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.
9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.

The site has a paved footpath running
the entire length and is clearly visible
from this and the adjoining road.
Current use unknown but due to it being
immediately adjacent to the public road
possibilities will be distinctly limited. The
area is easily accessible with parking
available at the upper end.

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1
This wide road verge lies on the north side of the A4128 running south-west from
Cryers Hill. Previously the verge was wider and extended up a slight slope with bee
orchid recorded, this area is now covered by scrub with remnants of grassland
vegetation along the edge.
1.2

There is a paved path running along the north-eastern edge which marks a rough
boundary between the grass dominated verge to the south-east and the scrub
dominated slope to the north-west.

1.3

Rough grass pasture lies to the north-east, beyond the scrub. The site links to small
areas of woodland at the upper end which runs west to link with Gomm’s Wood, an
ancient woodland LWS. Towards the bottom of the slope there are several houses
and the verge is closely and regularly mown, along the south-eastern edge the site
is bounded by the busy A4128 road with housing on the opposite side.

1.4

The site is situated on 343h Andover 1 soils over chalk bedrock but information
regarding the superficial drift is unavailable

2. Detailed Description
Flora
2.1
This site has changed considerably since the original surveys of the late 1970s and
1980s when the steep bank was open chalk grassland supporing bee and
pyramidal orchids. This bank is now completely scrubbed over with a mix of ash
(Fraxinus excelsior), London plane (Platanus x hispanica), horse chestnut
(Aesculus hippocastanum), Norway maple (Acer platanoides) and sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanum) with an understorey of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), hazel
(Coryllus avellana), bramble (Rubus fruticosus), field maple (Acer campestre),
dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare) and cherry (Prunus
sp) with black bryony (Tamus communis) and ivy (Hedera helix). Beneath the
dense canopy the vegetation is poor with nettles (Urtica dioica), ground elder
(Aegopodium podagraria), nipplewort (Lapsana communis), hogweed (Heracleum
sphondyllium) and false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) dominating. There is
greater forb variety along the edge, adjacent to the footpath, which still shows
elements of what the bank would have been like before the scrub became so
dominant. Along this edge frequent species include herb Robert (Geranium
robertianum), wood avens (Geum urbanum), hogweed, hairy sedge (Carex hirta),
bush vetch (Vicia sepium), spiked sedge (Carex spicata), gooseberry (Ribes uvacrispa), honesty (Lunaria annua), cotoneaster, hedge bedstraw (Galium album),
black medick (Medicago lupulina), abundant false brome and nipplewort. Species
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of more interest include agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), marjoram (Origanum
vulgare), wild basil (Clinopodium vulgare), salad burnet (Poterium sanguisorba) and
perforate St John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum)
2.2

The grassy road verge between the footpath and road edge is dominated by coarse
grasses with a mixture of forbs scattered throughout, sometimes achieving local
prominence.
Grass species found include a mixture of false oat grass
(Arrhenatherum elatius), creeping bent (Agrostis stolonifera), perennial rye grass
(Lolium perenne), cock’s foot (Dactylis glomerata), giant fescue (Schedonerus
gigantea), couch grass (Elytrigia repens) and some finer grasses such as red
fescue (Festuca rubra) and common bent (Agrostis capillaris). Herb cover is
variable with the main area of interest in the area originally identified as BNS
although it does extend to the south to where the houses start and a little way to the
north almost to the pathway that leads to Sedgefield.

Photo on left shows lower section of verge looking upslope, photo on right is towards the
upper section of the verge looking back down the verge

2.3

The most widely occurring forbs are common species such as yarrow (Achillea
millefolium), ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata), garlic mustard (Alliaria
petiolata), hogweed, white and red clover (Trifolium repens & T.pratense), field
bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), creeping cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans), creeping
buttercup (Ranunculus repens), ragwort (Senecio jacobea), dandelion (Taraxacum
agg) and mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris). Many species indicate a degree of
disturbance and high nutrient status such as greater plantain (Plantago major),
knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare), shepherds purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris), broad
dock (Rumex obtusifolius), cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), creeping thistle
(Cirsium arvense) and nettle.

2.4

There are several species indicative of an older, undisturbed grassland and often
indicating more calcarerous conditions such as field scabious (Knautia arvensis),
locally frequent restharrow (Ononis repens), burnet saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga),
rough hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), wild carrot (Daucus carota) and the parasitic
red bartsia (Odontites verna).
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2.5

Perhaps of most interest is the presence of longleaf (Falcaria vulgare), a naturalised
species for which this road verge is the only known site in Buckinghamshire.

3. Fauna
No species were recorded during the botanical survey but there are records from
2009 for slow worm in the area.
4. Past / current management regime
4.1
The site is cut, but the frequency of cutting is unknown although in most part likely
to be linked to regular highway maintenance. It appears that cuttings are left in situ
this can lead to an increase in soil fertility which is detrimental to those species
more indicative of lowland meadows and encourages species such as hogweed,
nettle and cow parsley.
4.2

There is no obvious management of the scrub area.

5. Ideal management regime
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions
of the landowner/manager.
5.1

This site still supports a variety of species of interest and is the only known site in
Buckinghamshire for longleaf but there has been some deterioration in site
condition since the last survey in 1986.

5.2

The site would benefit from an early cut around mid-May and then leaving for at
least 6 weeks when there should be a further cut with all cuttings removed from site
to prevent a further increase in fertility. If required the site could be cut again in
late autumn. The area of interest has been extended slightly from the original area
shown on the map – see updated map.

6. LWS recommendations
6.1

The area is not extensive enough or of sufficiently high quality to meet the LWS
selection criteria at present. The site is of value however as the only known site
within the county for Longleaf. A more sympathetic grassland management could
also see an increase of the species diversity which would be beneficial for a range
of invertebrates and bird species.
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Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
01296 382431
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o 01296 382431
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
03000 603900
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
01767 693690
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
01844 355000
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns) 01844 355503
Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 24/08/2015
Species: 71
Recorders: Fiona Everingham & Alison Woods
Lowland Meadow Species 3; Lowland Calcareous Grassland Species 7. Total grassland
score of 9 species
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species
0
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List)
0
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List)
1 – Longleaf (only known site in county, considered very rare although non-native)
Nationally Scarce Species
0
Red Data Book Species
0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species
0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB)
0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006)
Very poor representation of Lowland Calcareous Grassland with remnants of Lowland
Meadow
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
Fiona Everingham on behalf of
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY

Tel. 01296 382431
Email: feveringham@buckscc.gov.uk
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Site Name
Hog Wood
District
Wycombe
Soils

Potential LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE
Hog Wood
File Code
Grid Ref.
88C01
SU818856
Parish
Medmenham
Superficial Deposits
Glacial gravel

Ownership Details
Bucks County Council (manged by BBOWT) and
a private owner

Date Surveyed Area (ha)
19.05.2016
18.55ha
Recorder(s)
David Sampson
Bedrock
Chalk
JCA (Joint Character Area)
110

Qualifying LWS Criteria
Core Criteria
1. Naturalness (habitats) – Presence
of UK BAP Priority Habitats
2. Rare or exceptional features
(principally for species) - Presence of

Evidence from Surveys
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland
Beech and Yew Woodland
None

substantial population or assemblage of
species as defined by the species criteria.

3. Size or extent of features (habitat or Does not qualify
population) - Does the site hold a
substantial proportion (see figures for %) of
county resource of the habitat (or habitat
mosaics) or species? OR is it a large site
supporting a range of habitat types?

4. Diversity (numbers of species or
habitats) - Follow species guidelines and

2 BAP priority habitats with some small
glade areas

consider in context of the number of habitats
the site supports.

Contextual Criteria
5. Connectivity within the landscape Presence of green links or in close proximity
to other areas of semi-natural habitat. Part
of wider area used by meta-population of a
species.
6. Fragility - Sensitive species populations
or habitats prone to loss from external
influences.

7. Recorded history and cultural
associations - Historic use of the site
known and important to local community.
Part of regular survey/monitoring

programme.
8. Value for appreciation of nature Good access/greatly increases the
aesthetics of the area.
9. Value for learning - Current use by
schools, local groups or proximity to
education centres and access.
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Part of Hogs Wood is already a LWS
and it is joined to Hollowhill Wood in the
N which is a SSSI.
Woodland is a stable climax habitat and
can remain so for long periods of time
Large sections of the site to the N and S
are on the Ancient Woodland Inventory
either as ASNW or PAWS.
Access via footpaths is good and the
site is used for recreation
Potentially could be of interest due to
good access and nearby urban areas.

1. Location, Topography, Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use
1.1

Located just N of the A4155 c 2 km’s to the W of Marlow and 1.8Kms NE of
Medmenham, the site slopes steeply to the W from a plateau area at c 90m down to
c 45m. Much of the S boundary borders former military housing, to the W the site is
bordered by fields and to the N the woodland is joined onto Hollow Hill Wood.

2. Detailed Description Flora
Flora
2.1
Overall the site is varied with Beech (Fagus sylvatica) forming a large part of the
canopy and predominantly so on the steeper NW facing slope which has a more
calcareous influence, further up
the slope Birch (Betula pendula),
Larch (Larix sp) and Oak
(Quercus robor) share the
canopy over more acidic glacial
gravels .
Further S King’s
Hanging
Wood
is
also
calcareous and has several
areas
of
Sycamore
(Acer
pseudoplatanus) together with
other non-natives; the ground
flora still has good species
Woodland area on the glacial gravels
diversity associated with chalk
and has some small glade areas.

2.2

An area roughly in the centre of the site has been fenced after removal of conifers
and a natural re-generation is taking place, elsewhere conifers are still present as
groves of specimen trees and
mixed larch / broadleaves,
there is also an old plantation
of Lime. The ground flora is
typically varied from little or
nothing under mature beech to
sometimes dense cover in
areas
of
better
light
penetration
in
clearings,
alongside some of the paths
and inside the deer-proof
fencing.
Tree and shrub regeneration inside deer fence

2.3

Beech is the main broadleaved tree and is F/LA and widespread, other spp include:
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior F), Birch(Betula pendula F), Sycamore (O throughout and
LF in some areas), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides LF) , Oak (O), Cherry (Prunus
avium O), and Elm (Ulmus sp O) together with Whitebeam (Sorbus aria), Rowan
(Sorbus aucuparia) and Yew (Taxus baccata) all R. There are also a number of very
fine Sweet Chestnuts (Castanea sativa) scattered around the site and some large
conifers the remains of what was a more extensive planting.
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2.4

Holly (Ilex aquifolium O/LF) and Bramble (Rubus F) are widespread through most of
the area and there are areas of Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus LA). There is a better
variety of shrub layer spp to the SW of the site where the influence of the underlying
chalk is more evident, in this part Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea O), Spindle
(Euonymus europaeus R) and Box (Buxus sempervirens LF) occur and a more
varied ground flora is to be found.

2.5

The herb layer has a number of AWI including Bluebell (Hiacynthoides non-scripta),
Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Three-nerved Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia), Wood
Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides), Common Twayblade (Listera ovata), Yellow
Arcangel (Galeobdolon luteum), Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana), Wood Millet
(Millium effusum), Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Wood Meadow-grass (Poa
nemoralis) and Hairy Wood-rush (Luzula pilosa).

2.6

On the more calcareous part
of the site alongside the
Footpath Stinking Iris(Iris
foetidissima) was recorded in
some quantity as well as
Woodruff (Gallium odoratum).
There are some small glades
on the W of the site alongside
the FP which have some
plants
not
recorded
elsewhere on the site, these
include primrose (Primula
vulgaris), Hairy St John’swort (Hypericum hirsutum),
Hemp
Agrimony
(Eupatorium canabinum), False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum, Cocksfoot
(Dactylis glomerata) Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa), Field Forget-me-not.

2.7

The footpath on the W of the fenced
enclosure on a more acidic
substrate also had Slender St
John’s-wort (Hypericum pulchrum)
and Slender Rush (Juncus tenuis).

Fauna
3.1
Fallow deer are common in the
wooded areas over the whole of the
area and are often seen in the
woodland or crossing the open
fields. A specimen of the Black
Headed Cardinal Beetle (Pyrochroa
coccinea) (Nationally Scare b species) was found within the woodland, this is a
saproxylic species feeding under the bark of decaying wood.
Several individuals of one of the larger bat species were seen ranging out of the
westernmost extent of the woodland to feed over adjacent farmland and hedges in
2014
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4. Past / current management regime
4.1

The woodland has had a history of different management with elements of coppice
with standards, assorted single species experimental plantations, both conifer and
broadleaves, and addition elements of ornamental species. In the mid to late 20th
century small square areas had been cut into the main woodland to facilitate the trial
of new crop species such as hornbeam, assorted conifers and sycamore. The relics
can all be seen in the woodland today.

4.2

It is likely that parts or all of the plateau areas with more gravelly soils were
managed, in combination with adjacent sites, as more open heath based wood
pasture; as were many other hilltop areas of ex common and waste.

4.3

The present regime in the northern section
of the wood is orientated towards restoring
broadleaved woodland by the removal of
squirrel damaged larch and other mixed
conifer plantation areas. A large enclosure
has been erected in former plantation
(previously completely deep shade canopies
of mixed conifers and laurel) in order to
encourage natural regeneration free from
the attention of the local deer population. A
small number of the remaining evergreens are now specimen trees, adding variety
locally to the canopy.

5. Ideal management regime
5.1
This is intended to represent an ideal management regime to maximise the wildlife
value of the site. It is recognised that this management may not be achievable or
desirable for the landowner but it is hoped that he/she will consider moving towards
this prescription. The management options detailed below in no way infer any
criticism of the current management of the site and it is acknowledged that the
current botanical diversity of the site is due to the sensitivity of the previous actions of
the landowner/manager and present management is favourable to conservation
interests and already in line with recommendations.
5.2

All forestry operations should be as low-key as possible with care taken to cause
minimum disturbance. Where carried out a continuous cover model should be used
for the localised regeneration of native broadleaved cover. Areas where even-aged
Beech forms much of the canopy and it would increase biodiversity if some variety
were introduced and the age structure were less even

5.3

Particularly in the more heathy gravel plateau areas, where canopy restoration is
planned, away from historic or archaeological features ground surface disturbance to
release mineral soils with their component seeds banks should be considered;
notably in areas once swamped by blankets of very light demanding laurel. Laurel
can dominate quite sizable areas within the whole woodland, a continued programme
for its complete eradication should be considered as a way of regenerating species
rich ground flora complete with its dependant insect species.
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5.4

Saproxylic species are known to be rich in nearby woodlands, wherever possible
works should seek to retain all deadwood, be it standing or fallen, particularly in
areas away from public influence or unlawful firewood removal.

5.5

Very localised stands of large limes, cherry’s, sweet chestnut and over mature
birches should be retained if possible. A distinct area west of Rassler Wood House is
formed from a 30–40 year old experimental planting of hornbeam. All trees have
been severely damaged at 3-4metres above ground level by squirrels, resulting in
contorted almost pollard like individuals. Despite their young age they are already
exhibiting veteran features. If retained as an unusual feature and allowed to develop
as demi pollards they should provide a very useful deadwood resource for insects
and fungi in the future providing a useful bridge in an age gap amongst the main
woodland stands.

5.6

Whilst a mixture of broad-leaved and coniferous species is not undesirable native
trees should be given the major area of the woodland and particularly invasive trees
such as Sycamore should be kept under control alongside other exotics, Laurel
should be removed completely.

5.7

There is some evidence of former
coppicing and this may be worthwhile
bringing back as a form of woodland
management for a part of the site
and to vary the management regime.

5.8

The deer-fenced enclosure will with
time become less open as trees
begin to colonise however the
footpaths alongside should remain
with their present margins intact
especially the one on the west side of
the enclosure which provides a
slightly acidic open habitat.

Daphne and Stinking Iris
in a more open area

6.0

LWS recommendations

6.1

This is a substantial sized site of slightly over 22 ha which has very good continuity
with other designated woodland (a SSSI and a LWS) which join it on the northern
and western borders. There are 2 priority BAP woodland types represented together
with some small grassy areas with associated species along the footpath leading
down to the A4155 on the edge of the site, due to the nature of the underlying
geology parts of the woodland are directly on the chalk while other areas are over
drift deposits of gravel, this lends variety to the woodland and influences its character
and flora. The site is in the hands of two owners/managers who are sympathetic to
nature conservation and own adjoining land which is also being managed with this in
mind, considerable effort has been expended in operations to improve the site and
the aim is to continue this process; I would therefore recommend this as a potential
LWS.
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Help and advice
Help is available from a number of sources to implement these recommendations:
Bucks & MK Environmental Records Centre (Wildlife records)
Bucks Invertebrate Group (Insect surveys)
c/o
Environmental Stewardship (local Natural England office)
RSPB (Farmland bird advice)
Chilterns Conservation Board (Wildlife-friendly farming & land use
advice in the Chilterns)
Chiltern Woodlands Project (Woodland management advice in Chilterns)

01296 382431
01296 382431
03000 603900
01767 693690
01844 355000
01844 355503

Number of Vascular Plant Species Recorded
Date: 29.05.2016
Species: 81
Recorder: David Sampson
Ancient Woodland Indicator Species
17
County Scarce Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List)
0
County Rare Plants (BSBI Rare Plants List)
0
Nationally Scarce Species
1 – Black Headed Cardinal Beetle
Red Data Book Species
0
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Species
0
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB)
0
Habitats & Species of Principal Importance – Section 41 List from NERC Act (2006)
LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE REPORT PRODUCED BY:
David Sampson on behalf of
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Wildlife Sites Project
Buckinghamshire County Council
c/o The Environment Team
6th Floor, County Hall
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UY
Tel. 01296 382431
Email: erc@bucks.gov.uk
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