Clarification on built-up areas within the Green Belt
The approach to be taken to built-up areas within the Green Belt is not entirely clear
in the draft Local Plan. We apologise for this, and thank early feedback on the
consultation for drawing this to our attention. This note clarifies the position in the
draft Local Plan. This note forms part of the consultation material on the draft Local
Plan. The deadline for comments is 8 August 2016.
Adopted Local Plan Policy GB4 Built-Up Areas in the Green Belt
The current adopted Local Plan includes a policy (GB4) which allows some
relaxation on the normally stringent limits on the size of house extension etc within
the more built up villages washed over by the Green Belt and allows for some very
limited infilling. Plans showing the GB4 boundaries are attached at the end of this
note. Other rural settlements were not defined as built- up areas in the Green Belt
because they are small, loose-knit or do not dominate their rural surroundings. The
GB4 settlements are:
Beacons Bottom/Studley Green
Bledlow Ridge
Bovingdon Green
Claymoor/Clayhill
Cryers Hill
Hughenden Valley

Lacey Green/Loosley Row
Little Marlow
Piddington
Speen
West Wycombe

Proposed draft new Local Plan Policy DM40 Managing Development in the
Green Belt and DM41 The Replacement or Extension of Dwellings in the Green
Belt
The draft new Wycombe District Draft Local Plan consultation document June 2016
carries forward the approach established in GB4. The Council’s intention is that the
existing GB4 areas will be carried forwards to DM40(3) which specifies that
“Settlements within the Green Belt will be identified on the Policies Map”. For clarity,
these areas are shown in the plans attached to this note. These areas are
unchanged from the GB4 areas in the current plan.

Comparing the existing and proposed policies

Policy GB4

Draft new Local Plan

1. The built-up areas within the green belt DM40(3): Settlements within the Green Belt
are identified on the proposals map. Within are identified on the Policies Map
these areas, subject to other appropriate
policies in this plan, permission will only be
given for the following:
a. Development appropriate in the green DM40 allows appropriate development
belt;
across the whole of the Green Belt –
including within built-up areas.
b. Changes of use of existing buildings DM45 applies to the conversion of existing
which would have no adverse effect on the buildings across the whole of the Green Belt
open character or rural amenities of the – including within the built-up areas.
green belt and the built up area in which it
is located;
c. Very limited infilling, where infilling is We are not currently proposing to replicate
defined as building on undeveloped land this.
within the built-up area and represents the
closing of an existing small gap in an
otherwise
built-up
frontage.
Infill
development will be of a scale and form
comparable to the adjoining development
and must not adversely affect the character
of the area;
d. Extensions to dwellings in accordance DM41 deals with both house extensions and
with policy H17 of this local plan, provided replacement dwellings in the Green Belt
that the proposal would not harm the open (including within the built-up areas).
character of the green belt; and
The requirement in GB4 that development of
e. Replacement dwellings in accordance this type should not harm the open character
with other policies of this plan, provided of the Green Belt is carried forwards in
that the proposal would not harm the open DM41(1)a)
character of the green belt.
The requirement to comply with other
NB These two points of GB4 operate by policies (such as H17 in the current plan or
implication to allow the extension or DM34 in the draft plan) does not need
replacement of dwellings free from the restating. These are policies which apply
normal Green Belt 50% restrictions set out in across the whole District.
GB5 and GB6.
The exemption from normal 50% limits has
been made more explicit by including a
clause at DM41 1) c) v) that the normal
Green Belt restrictions on the scale of the
extension or replacement of existing
dwellings will not apply in “Settlements within
the Green Belt” identified in Policy DM40(3).

