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Executive Summary
Rural Solutions is a specialist planning and development consultancy with an exclusive focus on sustainable
rural development. Our mission is to help create thriving rural communities and a prosperous rural economy.
Our team of dedicated rural development professionals crosses property, design, research, financial,
development and planning disciplines and contains over a century of shared experience and expertise. Further
details about our work, our approach and our team are available from our website, www.ruralsolutions.co.uk.

The Scheme
i.

Rural Solutions has been commissioned by Gladman Developments to produce an
assessment of the current sustainability of Longwick and to assess the potential impact
of the proposed development of 50 new homes on its future sustainability.

The Scope
ii.

The purpose of the report is to support an assessment of the development proposal
within the context and requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework.

iii.

The report provides a short review of the concept of sustainability as applied to rural
settlements, and the approach set out within the National Planning Policy Framework to
spatial development strategy in rural areas.

iv.

The National Planning Policy Framework provides a positive context for rural
development and sets a test that new rural housing should be located where it can
enhance or maintain the vitality of the community.

v.

The report responds to this direction and provides a detailed assessment of the current
social and economic sustainability of Longwick and the impact that the proposed
development will have on the future sustainability of the community. The UK
Sustainable Development Strategy provides a framework and starting point for the
assessment.

vi.

Longwick is a successful, sustainable settlement. The community is active/engaged and
there is good provision of larger detached dwellings. Connections to the countryside
and nearby settlement are good and there are a number of core services available in the
village including high speed broadband. Levels of economic activity are high with above
average levels of self-employment. A wide range of employment opportunities are
available within a reasonable travel time, the workforce is skilled and educated and
household incomes are above average. Longwick is a good location for new housing.

9

Land North West of Boxer Road / Barn Road, Longwick
ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT AND FUTURE SUSTAINABILITY

Significance of Impacts - Enhancing Vitality
vii.

The analysis of the social and economic sustainability of Longwick found that in overall
terms it is a successful settlement. There are however, some emerging weaknesses that
may affect is future vitality and sustainability if not addressed. Population growth since
2011 has been low, the population is ageing and there is an affordable housing need.
The draft Neighbourhood Plan recognises a number of these issues but can bring with it
social and economic implications if not addressed.

viii.

The assessment of the likely impact of such a development provided by the report
shows that a range of positive benefits will arise from the development. These benefits
will have a positive impact overall on the future vitality and sustainability of the
community.

ix.

The proposed development therefore demonstrably meets the requirements of the
National Planning Policy Framework in respect of new rural housing.

This page has been left intentionally blank
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Summary of Impacts – Longwick
EXISTING SUSTAINABILITY CREDENTIALS OF LONGWICK
WELL DESIGNED

ACTIVE AND WELL RUN
•
•
•

Active Parish Council
Good range of community activities
A good range of community facilities in the
village and readily accessible nearby

•
•
•

WELL SERVED

WELL CONNECTED
•
•
•

£

Good access to nearby railway station
which is accessible by bicycle and public
transport
Well connected to Public Rights of Way
network
Well connected to minor road networks

•
•
•

•

Good level of economic activity
High level of self-employment
A good range of employment
opportunities within a reasonable travel
time
An educated workforce

THREATS TO FUTURE VITALITY
An ageing population, lack of housing mix, declining
school age population, limited growth since 2011, and
an affordable housing need will:

Range of core services in village and
close by
Good primary school and pre-school
High speed broadband provision

FAIR – BALANCED

THRIVING
•
•
•

Good provision of larger detached
dwellings
Good provision of bungalows
Accessible built environment

•
•
•

A growing population
Above average household incomes
High level of owner occupation

BENEFITS FROM PROPOSAL
The provision of up to 50 new homes (including 40%
affordable homes) and enhancing the range and
choice of housing in Longwick will:

•

Undermine social capacity through lower
levels of participation as residents age

•

Add social capacity through attracting
new residents to engage in community
life

•

Undermine support for local services and
compound the under subscription of the
school

•

Provide support for local services
including new pupils for the school
through increased patronage and
footfall

•

Reduce the number of economically active
residents contributing to the village
economy

•

Maintain economic performance
through attracting new economically
active residents
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•
•

Not meet affordable housing needs
Exclude people from Longwick who wish to
live there

•
•

Contribute to meeting affordable
housing needs
Enhance the choice and range of
housing available to residents

This page has been left intentionally blank
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1.

Introduction and Approach

1.1.

Rural Solutions has been commissioned by Gladman Developments Ltd to carry out
an assessment of the current social and economic sustainability of the village of
Longwick in Wycombe District, Buckinghamshire and to assess the contribution to
the future sustainability of the community that its proposed development on land off
Barn Road Longwick will make. Our report is set out as follows:
• Chapter 2 provides an analysis of the concept of rural sustainability with reference
to leading studies and evidence that explains why it is important to plan for new
housing in rural settlements.
• Chapters 3 to 10 provide an assessment of the current sustainability of the village
and identify threats to its future sustainability.
• Chapter 11 considers the changes that the proposed development will bring and
provides an assessment of the impact that it will have on the future sustainability
of the village and its community.
• Chapter 12 provides conclusions and a closing statement.

Approach
1.2.

The assessment in this report follows the principles and criteria relating to
sustainable communities set out in the UK Sustainable Development Strategy and
draws on the approach to planning for thriving rural communities 1 set out in the
National Planning Policy Framework.

1.3.

The assessment focuses on the social and economic elements of sustainability in so
far as it applies to the settlement (taking into account its context and functional
relationships with other local settlements). It uses the definition and criteria set out
in the UK Sustainable Development Strategy as a guide against which to make an
assessment.

1.4.

Our analysis is based on an understanding of rural sustainability provided by evidence
based studies 2, applied in the development of planning policy and tested in public
examination.

1

Paragraph 17
Living, Working Countryside, The Taylor Review of Rural Economy and Affordable Housing, 2007;Toolkit for
Sustainable Rural Communities, Devon County Council and others, 2007; Cornwall Small Settlement Strategy,
Cornwall Council, 2009; Positive Planning for Rural Settlements, Shropshire Council 2010;

2
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1.5.

Data to support the assessment has been sourced from the Office for National
Statistics (Neighbourhood Statistics), the Valuation Office Agency, Wycombe District
Housing Market Assessment that was published in 2014, planning application data
held by the Council, the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, and the Longwick Village
Capacity Study, February 2015.
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2.

Understanding and Planning for Sustainable Rural
Development in Rural Settlements

Key Points
The National Planning Policy Framework provides a positive context to enable sustainable
development in rural areas.
The context against which the suitability of rural settlements to host sustainable
development has changed dramatically with the influence of the internet and high speed
broadband; the application of saved planning policies does not take proper account of this
change.
The National Planning Policy Framework introduces a fundamentally different approach to
assessing the location of sustainable rural development which is focused on the ability of the
development proposed to maintain and enhance vitality of its host community and moves
away from assessments based solely on reducing the need to travel.

Context
2.1.

Section 38 (6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and paragraph 2 of the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) require planning applications to be
determined in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations
indicate otherwise. Paragraph 2 of the NPPF then continues to state that the
provisions of the NPPF is a material consideration in planning decisions. This
document considers vitality and socio-economic sustainability and does not consider
compliance with planning policy. Matters relating to planning policy compliance are
dealt with via the planning statement submitted with the planning application.

Sustainable Rural Communities
2.2.

The concept of thriving rural communities and rural vitality is perhaps best
understood against the wider concept of sustainable communities. Sustainable
communities have been formally defined within the UK Sustainable Development
Strategy (UKSDS). Annex A of the UKSDS provides a set of criteria that defines a
sustainable community. These criteria are centred on well-run communities that are
inclusive and designed to a high standard and define sustainable communities as:
1. Active, inclusive and safe
2. Well run
3. Environmentally sensitive
4. Well designed and built
15
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5. Well connected
6. Thriving
7. Well served
8. Fair for everyone
2.3.

These components have been considered in a rural context by a number of studies
including the Toolkit for Sustainable Rural Communities produced by Devon County
Council, a Small Settlement Strategy for Cornwall produced by Cornwall Council,
the parameters set down for Eco Towns, and in various master plans for market
town extensions. It has been adopted and used successfully by Local Authorities such
as Shropshire in the production of Local Development Plans and to inform the spatial
distribution of development 3.

2.4.

This body of work concludes that sustainable rural communities are those which are
successful places to live. They are balanced, in that they provide opportunities for
people of all types and ages to live in suitable housing at a cost which meets the
ability of individual households to pay. They provide access to enterprise and
employment opportunities in the local area and allow their residents and those in the
surrounding rural hinterland to benefit from services which enable people to shop,
access education and engage in social and cultural activities whilst limiting their
impact on the natural and historic environment. Sustainable communities enjoy good
social capital and benefit from local governance which enables people to influence
decisions made about the place where they live.

An Updated Concept of Rural Sustainability
2.5.

In his review of Rural Economy and Affordable Housing, Taylor found that
“restrictive planning practices” had contributed to many smaller rural villages
becoming “increasingly unsustainable communities, unaffordable for those who work
there, losing jobs and services.” 4

2.6.

Taylor took particular issue with the way that the concept of sustainability had been
applied. He raised concerns that the narrow application of sustainability criteria
(focused on accessibility and “sustainable travel”) in the planning system fails to take
adequate account of the social and economic factors, placing undue emphasis on
certain environmental criteria – at the expense of otherwise beneficial housing and
economic development.

3

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/economicdevelopment.nsf/open/CCE4EDBAC964EFE5802577ED004A7BBA /
https://shropshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy.nsf/open/824E90773BF1399B80257922004CC8F3
4
Paragraph 31
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2.7.

Taylor recommended that “Government should make it clearer that whilst the Local
Development Framework (LDF) process may not allocate sites for development in
every community, local planning authorities must still address the short and long
term needs and vision for each Village or Parish” 5.

Key Challenges to Rural Sustainability
2.8.

Rural communities across England are facing a series of challenges to their future
vitality and sustainability. Two of the most pressing are the rapid ageing of the rural
population and the ongoing affordability crisis associated with housing in rural towns,
villages and hamlets.

2.9.

Data from the 2011 Census shows that the number of people aged over 65 has risen
significantly faster (by 20%) in rural areas than in towns and cities. A lack of suitable
and affordable alternatives means that many of these retirement age households
remain in their homes, occupying housing that would otherwise be suitable for
younger working people and families. This perpetuates a demographic imbalance and
directly contributes to a reduction in the rural population that is of working (and) or
of school age. An ageing population has a direct impact on social capacity and on the
vitality of villages and rural communities. New housing can help to rebalance rural
communities by attracting younger people and working families and by providing a
means for them to bring and use their skills and energy to revitalise rural
communities.

2.10.

Aside from the challenge posed by the ageing of the rural population is the ongoing
housing affordability crisis. Analysis of data from the Land Registry by Defra (Land
Registry / Price Paid Data / Defra 2013) shows that in 90% of rural local authorities
the average home costs over eight times the average salary. The provision of new
affordable homes in rural areas is of critical importance to address affordability
issues. New affordable housing in rural areas enables communities to meet a range of
housing needs including those of young people with links to rural communities, key
workers, economically active people working in the local economy and older people
looking for lower cost housing.

5

Recommendation 14
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2.11.

Beyond meeting specific housing needs, the provision of new housing adds to social
capital available locally, and supports and creates the opportunity for the delivery of
vital local services. Analysis from the Institute of Public Care (Projecting Older
People Population Information, 2012) has highlighted a growing need for informal
social care in many rural communities. They report that by 2020 around 65% of over
65’s in many rural areas will need help with simple domestic tasks (shopping, washing
dishes and opening screw tops). The inclusion of new younger households within
rural communities and the provision of housing that enables people of different
generations to live close to each other will make a material contribution to meeting
these social needs.

A Changing Context for Rural Sustainability
2.12.

Had Lord Taylor been writing his report in 2015 it is probable that he would have
highlighted the major changes in lifestyle resulting from the access to technology and
the internet that make the historic approach to planning for sustainability – that
development should be focused into areas which reduce the need to travel; directing
new housing to be located near existing larger service centres – increasingly
irrelevant.

2.13.

Most settlement hierarchies have traditionally been based on the level of service
points that settlements provide, or the availability of bus or train services that
provide physical access to other service points. Key services and facilities used as
measures of sustainability include shops, pubs, schools, workplaces, primary health
care and community facilities such as village halls.

2.14.

Connected living means that physical access to many of these service points and
facilities is increasingly less relevant, especially to the generation that have grown up
with digital technology.

2.15.

“Connected” people now work remotely from home and all manner of internet
access points. 73% of adults use the internet every day; they shop online, carry out
administrative and financial transactions online (banking, paying bills etc.), access
entertainment, and interact socially online. School children and learners access their
educational resources online, engage with teachers, tutors and mentors online and
transfer their work over the internet 6.

2.16.

The ability of people to use the internet to meet some of their social and economic
needs does not of course mean that communities are not richer and more successful
places when they can provide shops, pubs, halls, sports grounds and schools to their
residents. Rather it underlines how a simplistic test as to whether a village should or

6 ONS Statistical Bulletin - Internet Access: Households and Individuals, 2013
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should not host new housing that is wholly reliant upon counting physical service
points is no way to determine the future shape of a community.
2.17.

Office of National Statistics data published in June 2014 showed that nationally
around 4.2 million people were home workers in early 2014, which is around 13.9%
of all people in work. Increased levels of homeworking are a national trend with a
consistent increase in home working year on year since 1998, and a 2.8% increase
overall. Within the south east region, 16.4% of workers use their home for work, a
figure that has increased 1.9% since 20087.

2.18.

People do not live as they used to. Just as people’s lifestyles and the things that they
need from their community changes, so must the communities in which they live.
The application of outdated and irrelevant criteria as a test of sustainability
undermines the ability of settlements and communities to change through
development. This, as Taylor has found, will inevitably ensure that they become less
sustainable.

A New Policy Context for Rural Sustainability
2.19.

The shift recommended by Taylor in the way that plan makers and decision takers
should assess the sustainability of development in rural areas is evident in the NPPF.

2.20.

The core planning principles set out in paragraph 17 state that planning should:
“take account of the different roles and character of different areas,
promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green
Belts around them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the
countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within it;”

2.21.

Section 3, ‘Supporting a Prosperous Rural Economy’, states at paragraph 28 that
planning policies should:
“support economic growth in rural areas in order to create jobs and
prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new
development”.

2.22.

The Framework is clear about the need to significantly boost housing supply to
secure economic growth 8. Paragraph 19 of the NPPF states that significant weight
should be placed on the need to support economic growth by the planning system.

7 http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lmac/characteristics-of-home-workers/2014/rpt-home-workers.html
8

Paragraph 47, National Planning Policy Framework
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2.23.

The policy statement makes no reference to restricting development to places that
are accessible by sustainable modes of transport. Indeed paragraph 29 under the
heading ‘Promoting Sustainable Transport’ states that whilst “transport policies have
an important role to play in facilitating sustainable development but also in
contributing to wider sustainability and health objectives” the government recognises
that “different policies and measures will be required in different communities and
opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary from urban to
rural areas”.

2.24.

This point is emphasised in the National Planning Practice Guidance relating to
sustainable rural communities. The Guidance states that all settlements can make a
contribution to sustainable rural development. It goes on to say that (paragraph 4)
that the Framework recognises that different sustainable transport policies and
measures will be required in different communities and that opportunities to
maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary from urban to rural areas. The
paragraph provides a link to paragraph 29 of the Framework (referred to above).

2.25.

This approach is fundamentally different to that previously set out in PPS1
Sustainable Development [superseded by the Framework] which stated that
“accessibility should be a key consideration in all development decisions” and which
directed that “most developments which are likely to generate large numbers of trips
should be located in or next to towns or other service centres that are accessible by
public transport, walking and cycling.” The decision to omit these statements is
significant.

2.26.

The new approach to spatial planning in rural areas introduced by the Framework is
evident in paragraph 55 (in the Housing section) of the NPPF which states that:
“to promote sustainable development in rural areas, housing should be
located where it will enhance or maintain the vitality of rural communities.”

2.27.

This approach builds on paragraph 50 which requires local planning authorities to
“create sustainable, mixed and inclusive communities” through provision of the
appropriate size, type, tenure and range of housing.

2.28.

The Framework specifically addresses locational sustainability relating to the
provision of new rural housing in paragraph 55 that “seeks to promote sustainable
development in rural areas by locating housing where it will enhance or maintain the
vitality of rural communities” 9.

9

APP/R0660/A/13/2192192 (IR26)
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The Development Plan
2.29.

Relevant to the current planning applications, the Development Plan for Wycombe
District is identified by the council as being made up of the Wycombe District Local
Plan and the Adopted Core Strategy, which pre-date publication of the NPPF, and
also the Adopted Delivery and Site Allocations Plan which was adopted by the
Council in July 2013 10. Policy CS 1 of the adopted Core Strategy considers
sustainable development. The policy sets out the expectation that development will
contribute positively to sustainability principles. Preparation of a new development
plan remains at an early stage.

2.30.

A draft Longwick cum Ilmer Neighbourhood Plan is in preparation and consultation
is underway at the time of writing. The draft plan seeks to set limits for development
whilst also proposing a number of allocations for development. The draft plan
however remains to be examined at the time of writing.

2.31.

Whilst references to development plan policies are made here, it is recognised that
the consideration of sustainability and whether the proposals represent sustainable
development is taken having regard to paragraphs 8 to 219 of the NPPF as a whole.
It is the submitted planning statement that considers and assesses the planning merits
of the planning application.

2.32.

The following sections of this Report provide an evidence based assessment of the
current vitality and social and economic sustainability of Longwick and consider how
the development proposed might impact (both positively and negatively) upon that
vitality and sustainability in the future.

10

http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-buildings/planning-policy/developmentplan.aspx
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3.

Site Location and History

3.1.

Longwick developed in a linear fashion astride a former turnpike road which is now
the A4129 that runs from Thame to Princes Risborough 11. The village has grown
along the A4149 primarily, although there is a cluster of development around the
A4149, B4009, and B4444 triangle.

3.2.

Much of the growth in the village dates from the 20th Century, although blocks of
development are interspersed with buildings from earlier periods, the 19th Century in
particular. The Chiltern Railway, which runs to the south west of the village, bridges
over the B4009 and forms a hard edge that delimits that natural extent of the village.

3.3.

The application site is located on land to the north west of Boxer Road north east of
the railway line, which is south west of the main built up area of Longwick. The site
is Greenfield, extends to 6.73 hectares and is currently used for agriculture and
grazing.

Recent Growth
3.4.

A review of planning applications submitted since 2011 shows that there has been
limited growth in Longwick since 2011, with 3 additional dwellings receiving planning
permission in Longwick since that date.

3.5.

However, the draft Longwick cum Ilmer Neighbourhood plan, which is undergoing
consultation at the time of writing, allocates four sites for development including land
at Boxer Road, as outlined in the table below:

11

Site
Reference

Site Address

Proposed Yield

L1

Field opposite Rose Farm on the 11-18 dwellings
eastern side of Thame Road

L2

Land at Barn Road Longwick

L3

Land on Thame Road, south of 12-20 dwellings
Chestnut Way

L4

Land at Rose Farm

30-50 dwellings

13-21 dwellings

http://www.longwickcumilmer.org.uk/about.html
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3.6.

Overall, the draft Neighbourhood Plan allocates land for between 66 to 109
additional dwellings across four sites, which suggests a modest level of growth
overall. Nonetheless the emerging plan acknowledges a number of the issues
identified in this assessment, such an ageing population profile, an affordable housing
need and a low level of growth since 2001/2011. The draft plan however is yet to be
adopted and the policy framework could change as a result.

3.7.

Also, it is important to note that it is a core principle of planning since publication of
the NPPF, that there should be no cap on sustainable development. This point is
made clearly by Inspector Peerless in her appeal decision at Bishop’s Itchington
(APP/C1625/A/13/2207324) which states at paragraph 38 that:
“Objections to the proposals also include a concern that Bishop’s Itchington
will soon have reached the prospective target for housing development
allocated in the emerging Core Strategy …In any event, sustainable
development should not, I consider, be restricted solely because a projected
allocation has been met, if otherwise found acceptable.”

3.8.

Housing can and will provide additional enhancement, which, provided there are no
dis-benefits or harm arising which outweigh this enhancement, should be brought
forward as it will make a positive contribution to future vitality and to improve
sustainability overall.

24
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4.

Active and Well Run

4.1.

Longwick (and nearby Princes Risborough) has an active community life with a range
of groups, societies and events where residents can engage in community life,
including a village fete 12. Princes Risborough, which is less than 4 km away and
connected by public transport has an annual festival 13 that holds a range of events
where residents can get involved and enjoy street fairs, events in the park and other
activities.

4.2.

Longwick cum Ilmer Parish Council (which includes the villages of Longwick, Ilmer,
Owlswick, Meadle and part of Horsenden) is active and meets on a monthly basis in
Longwick Village Hall. It has a website 14 which provides information about
forthcoming meetings and minutes of previous meetings. There are seven seats on
the Parish Council and a Parish Clerk.

4.3.

Longwick is a designated Neighbourhood Plan area; a document that has been
prepared by a steering group comprising Parish Council Members and members of
the community 15. Consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan is underway at the
time of writing and provides residents with the opportunity to influence emerging
policy and engage in community life.

4.4.

Longwick has a number of community facilities of its own and there are also facilities
in nearby Princes Risborough. Community facilities in Longwick include a village hall,
a sports club 16 and play area 17.

4.5.

Longwick sports club offers social facilities hosting cricket and football for a range of
ages 18. Nearby Princes Risborough has a range of facilities including a leisure centre,
swimming pool, and five parks 19 available for Longwick residents.

4.6.

Longwick has a primary school and a pre-school which is based in the village hall.
Education provision in Longwick is discussed in more detail at section 7.3. The
primary school has an active Friends Association (Friends of Longwick PTA). This
provides residents with children at the school the opportunity to get involved and to
assist with organising events such as cake sales and discos throughout the school
year. They are currently welcoming new members 20.

12

http://www.longwickvillagehall.co.uk/longwick%20village%20fete.html
http://www.risboroughfestival.co.uk
14
http://www.longwickcumilmer.org.uk/index.php
15
http://www.longwickcumilmer.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan.html
16
http://www.longwicksportsclub.co.uk/
17
http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council-services/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-recreation/play-areas.aspx
18
http://www.longwicksportsclub.co.uk/index.html
19
http://www.princesrisborough.com/parks.html
20
http://www.longwick.bucks.sch.uk/pta.asp
13
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4.7.

The primary school governing body comprises 15 governors of which 6 are either
parent governors or community governors. This provides residents with children at
the primary school the opportunity to participate in school governance and to
engage with the school community.

4.8.

The village also has a church which has associations with the primary school with
which it is affiliated. There are a further six churches in nearby Princes Risborough 21.

4.9.

Clubs and societies in and around Longwick and nearby Prince Risborough are varied
and cater for different age groups and interests. They include: football and cricket
clubs, Beavers, Scouts, Music Society, Horticulture Society and The Rotary Club 22. A
list of clubs and activities is included in Appendix 1.

4.10.

Longwick enjoys an active community life. There are a range of ways for residents to
participate in activities locally. Growth which accommodates more working age
households and families with children helps to refresh and maintain local community
activity. New residents also bring new perspectives and the potential to provide
input to local governance and organisations.

21
22

http://www.princesrisborough.com/churches.html
http://www.princesrisborough.com/recreation.html
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5.

Well Designed and Built

5.1.

Longwick has a small number of heritage assets 23 in the village including a Baptist
Chapel, The Red Lion Public House and Longwick War Memorial. Other listed
buildings include barns, farmhouses and cottages. The historic residential building
stock makes up a small proportion of all properties in the village, but adds to its
overall character and the sense of a well-designed and built settlement.

5.2.

Analysis of Mosaic data on housing stock indicates a dominance of detached
dwellings (63.4% compared to 31%), and a higher incidence of bungalows (11.8%
compared to 7%) in the village compared to the District. All other dwelling types are
underrepresented. This suggests that larger families, those on higher incomes, those
later in life or those that have specific housing requirements are well provided for.
However those looking for a smaller housing unit or to access the housing market
are not.
Figure 5-1: Dwelling Types

Source: Mosaic Data

5.3.

23

The balance of housing stock in Longwick shows a predominance of larger dwelling
types. Of the total housing stock, 84% of dwellings comprise three bedrooms or
more and 49% comprise four bedrooms or more. This is considerably above the
District averages of 68% and 27% respectively. This serves to confirm the
predominance of larger dwelling types in Longwick. The chart overleaf illustrates this.

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/mapsearch.aspx
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Figure 5-2: Breakdown of Dwellings by Number of Bedrooms

Source: ONS Census Data 2011

5.4.

Longwick has a housing profile that is dominated by detached dwellings and an above
average incidence of bungalows. Dwellings that comprise at least three bedrooms are
also well provided for in the village.

5.5.

Well-designed new housing in Longwick will provide a mixture of market and
affordable housing of different sizes and tenures. Additional growth in housing supply
would improve overall variety in the housing stock, improve the choice of dwellings
and attract new people. In turn this will contribute to enhancing the vitality of the
village and wider area.
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6.

Well Connected

6.1.

Longwick is served by a number of bus services, these being on the numbers 3, 113,
120 and 121. These are set out in the table below.
Table 6-1: Bus Routes
Bus Number

Bus Route

3 – part of the Longwick Loop via Princes Risborough
Risborough Area railway station. Up to 5 services per day
Community Bus Monday to Friday.
scheme
113

Oakley – Thame – Longwick – Princes
Risborough. 2 services per day.

120

Thame – Chinnor – Longwick – Princes
Risborough. 1 – 2 services per day

121

Watlington – Chinnor – Longwick – Princes
Risborough. 1 service per day

6.2.

Service no. 3 is part of the Risborough Area Community Bus scheme – a range of
local bus services that serve the Risborough area 24 and which is supported by
Buckinghamshire County Council. There are five services per day operating a loop
route, starting and terminating on the High Street. A first service leaves Longwick
10.20 whilst a final service departs at 15.20. The service calls at Princes Risborough
railway station, a journey taking approximately 5 minutes from Longwick. On
Tuesdays a free bus runs from Longwick to Tesco in Aylesbury offering a single
service for shoppers leaving Longwick at 9:15 and returning at 12:25.

6.3.

The nearest railway station to Longwick is in Princes Risborough 25. Princes
Risborough station is less than 4 km from Longwick, a distance that is within a
reasonable cycling distance and which is connected to Longwick by public transport.
This enables residents to make multimodal journeys to access work and leisure
facilities. Princes Risborough railway station is on the Chiltern Main Line and there
are frequent departures to destinations such as London Marylebone, Bicester,
Aylesbury and Banbury. From Banbury it is then possible to destinations further
afield including Birmingham, Reading and London Paddington.

24
25

http://www.racb.co.uk/route-3/
National rail
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6.4.

Longwick benefits from a network of footpaths, minor roads, local cycle routes and
other public rights of way that connect the village to surrounding countryside and to
other nearby villages and towns such as Princes Risborough. The Swans Way, a long
distance footpath that connects Salcey Forest with Goring on Thames runs south
west of Longwick and is readily accessible from it. An extract from the Ordnance
Survey map illustrates these rights of way.
Figure 6-1: Map: Ordnance Survey Extract 26

6.5.

Longwick is well connected with the surrounding settlements via the local highway
and public rights of way network. It also benefits from bus services which provide
connections to local settlements and provides access to the rail network at Princes
Risborough – a short journey away and accessible by cycle.

6.6.

This variety of connections provide options for residents to use public transport and
to combine short car based journeys with public transport.

26

www.bing.com/maps
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7.

Well Served

7.1.

Longwick benefits from a complement of core services that provide for the local
community. These are outlined in the table below.
Table 7-1: Local Services

7.2.

Service or Facility

Provision

Location

Retail

General Store and Post Office

Thame Road

Retail

Petrol Station and ATM

Lower Icknield Way/Thame
Road

Education

Primary School

Walnut Tree Lane

Education

Pre-school

The Green

Community

Play Area

The Green

Community

Public House – The Red Lion

Thame Road

Community

Sports Club

The Green

Community

Village Hall

The Green

Princes Risborough (which is less than 4 km to the east, and is connected by public
transport) has a wider range of services available to residents. These include
supermarkets, a wider retail offer within a defined town centre, healthcare,
recreation and leisure facilities including swimming pool and golf club.

Education
7.3.

27

Longwick has a primary school and pre-school that provide for the education of
children under the age of eleven. Longwick pre-school is based in the village hall and
provides care for children from age 2 to 4 years. An Ofsted inspection report
published in January 2012 27 judged provision at the pre-school to be ‘good’. The
report commented that ‘… children are learning and developing well.’

Inspection report Longwick pre-school December 2011.
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7.4.

Longwick Primary School is located on Walnut Tree Lane and is a Church of England
combined school. The school has 147 pupils on the roll against a reported capacity of
195 pupils 28. Based on these figures, the school is around 25% under subscribed. At
its most recent Ofsted inspection report published in April 2013 the school was
judged as a ‘good’ school 29. The report comments that “This is a good school”, and
that “The school has made rapid progress since the last inspection under the
determined and thoughtful guidance of the head teacher”.

7.5.

The primary school also offers a range of lunchtime and after school activities where
pupils can participate in extra-curricular activities. Activities include art club, tennis
club and orchestra 30.

Healthcare
7.6.

Longwick has good access to healthcare facilities. The nearest GP surgery is located
in Princes Risborough at Wellington House Practice a 3 km (1.9 miles) journey from
Longwick. Longwick is located in the practice area and the surgery is reported to be
accepting new patients 31. A second GP Surgery, The Cross Keys Practice is also
located in Princes Risborough and Longwick is again located within the practice area.
This surgery is also reported to be accepting new patients 32.

7.7.

There are a number of dental practices in Princes Risborough including the
Malthouse Dental Centre located in Malthouse Square. The surgery is reported to
be accepting new patients 33 and is a similar journey, around 3 km (1.9 miles), from
Longwick.

Broadband
7.8.

High speed broadband provision is available in Longwick. An online enquiry with BT
using a local postcode shows that internet services with download speeds of up to
80 Mbs are currently available 34. Speeds of this level are sufficient to support home
working and home based businesses.

28

http://www.education.gov.uk/edubase/establishment/summary.xhtml?urn=110432
Inspection Report – Longwick Primary School inspection report March 2013.
30
http://www.longwick.bucks.sch.uk/index.asp
31
http://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/GP/Longwick/Results/4/-0.861/51.738/4/13262?distance=25
32
http://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/GP/Longwick/Results/4/-0.861/51.738/4/13262?distance=25
33
http://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/Dentists/Longwick/Results/12/-0.861/51.738/3/13262?distance=25
34
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com. The speed quoted is for fibre optic broadband using postcode
HP27 9SF
29
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7.9.

Longwick is well served with a complement of core services available in the village
and immediate locality including shops, pub, petrol station and recreation space.
Broadband provision is excellent and there is good access to healthcare facilities. The
primary school is good.

7.10.

An increase in the number of households in the village and size of the resident
population would enhance vitality and help to support local services. Attracting more
families with children into the village would help in supporting the primary school,
local services and amenities, through increasing the pool of residents available locally.
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8.

Thriving - Access to Employment Opportunities

8.1.

Longwick has a number of local employment hosting sites in the village and there are
a number of readily accessible clusters of employment locally, particularly in Princes
Risborough, Aylesbury, Thame, Haddeham, Stokenchurch, and Chinnor.

Economic activity and occupational classifications
8.2.

Longwick makes a positive contribution to the economy of Wycombe District and
has a broadly comparable level of economic activity to the District overall. The key
difference are the proportions of employees and self-employed. Longwick has an
above average proportion of economically active residents classified as selfemployed, with a correspondingly lower proportion of residents classified as
employees. The contribution that Longwick makes to the local economy would be
safeguarded and enhanced through the provision of new housing.
Figure 8-1: Economically Active Residents

Source: ONS Census Data 2011
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8.3.

Occupational classifications of the resident population of Longwick highlight a
number of differences between the village and Wycombe District. Longwick has a
markedly higher proportion of managers and professionals than the District.
Collectively these classifications account for 41.3% of the village workforce
(compared to 33.8% in the District). This illustrates that Longwick has an educated
and skilled workforce which is making a positive contribution to the local economy.

Occupational classification, 2011
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14.4%

12.3%

10.9%

Wycombe

South East
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Figure 8-2: Occupational Classification

5. Skilled Trades Occupations

Source:
ONS

Source: ONS Census Data 2011

Employment and business activity
8.4.

Within Longwick there are local employment hosting opportunities at the Post
Office and general store, the primary school and the service station. Briants of
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Risborough is a local employer 35 and is also based in the village. The company
supplies garden and agricultural equipment and materials.
8.5.

Beyond the village, analysis of data from the jobs listed by the Valuation Office
Agency (VOA) shows that there are a significant number of these within an indicative
20 minute travel time of Longwick (at peak hours). Floorspace is recorded for some
categories of business, with 1.53 million sq m of floorspace recorded overall and a
total Rateable Value of £107 million 36. Analysis of the type of workspace using space
standards suggests that in the 20 minute peak hour travel time catchment of
Longwick there are approximately 18,933 office jobs 37 and 6,971 production jobs
based upon recorded office space extending to 227,411 sq m and 288,731 sq m of
production space. Together the Rateable Values for office and production space
equate to £29.7 million and make up 28% of the total Rateable Values within this
travel time area.

8.6.

The location of non-domestic rated premises 38 within an approximate 20 minute
peak hour travel time of Longwick is illustrated in the map overleaf. The colour of
the circle relates to the type of workplace based on the VOA property code (as
shown by the key incorporated into the map) and the size of the circle corresponds
to the rateable value of the premises. The smallest of the five circles relates to a
rateable value of up to £10,000, the medium size circle relates to a rateable value of
between £10,000 and £1m, and the largest circle relates to a rateable value of more
than £1m.

8.7.

Longwick and the immediate surrounding area is identified by the red square placed
on the map. The local area around Longwick is shown in more detail in Figure 8-4.

35

http://www.briantsltd.co.uk/
VOA data which takes account of the business rates register and may include premises that are currently
vacant.
37
Based on ratios of 12 sq m per job for office space and 40 sq m per job for production space (HCA / OffPAT)
38
Based on VOA data
36
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Figure 8-3: VOA Map

Source: VOA, Premises registered for non-domestic rates within an approximate 20 minute travel time at peak hours from Longwick
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Figure 8-4: VOA Map – Longwick Area Plan
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8.8.

39

Princes Risborough is located less than 4 km from Longwick, is connected by public
transport, and is accessible by bicycle. The town has an array of businesses and
institutions that will provide a range of employment hosting site in sectors such as
aviation, construction, printing and furniture manufacture 39. There is the Regent Park
Industrial Estate and others in the town that also offer additional business and
employment hosting sites. Employers and businesses include Aircraft Materials.com,
Ercol Furniture and The Paddocks Clinic.

http://www.princesrisborough.com/business.html
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8.9.

Aylesbury is 13.4 km to the north of Longwick. Aylesbury is a significant population
centre which includes the Rabans Lane and Gatehouse Industrial employment hosting
sites, in addition to a range of town centre businesses and other institutions.
Businesses, employment hosting sites and institutions include Stoke Mandeville
Hospital, Spray Systems, Grant and Stone, Lucas World of Furniture, Cinram
Logistics, Sterling Process Engineering and Perrys car dealership.

8.10.

Thame and Haddenham are to the north west of Longwick. Thame has a variety of
employment hosting sites in a variety of sectors including education, leisure and
production. Thame is home to a British Oxygen Ltd factory, Lucy Electric Ltd, and
Lord Williams School and associated leisure centre, whilst Haddenham is home to
McCormick Ltd.

8.11.

Stokenchurch is 14.4 km to the south west of Longwick. There is a business park at
Stokenchurch that host a number of businesses in a number of sectors. Example
businesses include Aitchison Raffety, Coulon Stone Ltd and Lesters Building Supplies.

8.12.

Chinnor is 7.1 km south west of Longwick and has a number of employment hosting
sites including Chinnor Turf and Paving Supplies, Chinnor Garden Centre, Mill Lane
Community Primary School and St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School.

8.13.

Analysis of travel to work data from the 2011 Census shows that of those travelling
to work, 69.7% do so by car or van. This is slightly above the District average of
66.1% travelling by this mode of transport. However, in contrast, 14.9% of the
population of Longwick is shown as working at home and this is more than twice as
high as the District average of 7.6%. In addition 6.8% of the population is shown as
travelling to work by rail which is also above the Wycombe District average of 5%
travelling by this mode of transport. This means that whilst there is an above average
proportion of those travelling to work doing so by car, this is offset by the higher
than average proportions of residents working at home and traveling by rail. Figure
8-5 illustrates travel to work patterns in the village and District compared to regional
and national averages.
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Figure 8-5: Method of Travel to Work

Source: ONS Census Data 2011

8.14.

It is important to note that travel to work patterns will be increasingly offset by
increased levels of homeworking and the shift to working at home during part of the
week, as described in paragraph 2.17. The level of homeworking in the village is likely
to increase due to the high broadband speeds that are available locally.

8.15.

Longwick is an economic asset for Wycombe District with a good level of economic
activity, above average levels of self-employment and a wide variety of employment
opportunities within a short indicative travel time area. Princes Risborough which is
nearby offers a wider range of opportunities for residents of Longwick.

8.16.

Longwick hosts a high level of homeworking and home based business is a feature
likely to increase as more people take advantage of the connectivity offered by high
speed broadband internet services which are available in the village.

8.17.

Longwick is an attractive place to live to a range of people, and has potential to host
more housing development and a larger labour supply. This would enable it to
contribute more strongly to realising the region’s economic potential and to attract a
larger working age population
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9.

Fair for Everyone - Balanced

Population and Household Growth
9.1.

In 2011 the population of Longwick was 1,347 40. In the ten year period from 2001
the population grew by 62 residents. This is a 5% growth which lags behind the 6%
overall growth rate seen in the District. In terms of demographic change, the highest
rate of increase has been seen in the population aged over 65, which has increased
by 123 residents. In contrast, the populations aged 5-15 and 25-64 have declined, the
population aged 16-24 has remained static and the population aged 4 and under has
increased by 5 residents.

9.2.

The analysis shows that whilst population growth overall is lagging, this also masks an
ageing population demographic and declines in the school age and working age
populations. If left unchanged, the changing demographic profile could have negative
implications for the long term vitality of the village.
Figure 9-1: Age Structure

Source: ONS Census Data 2001 & 2011

40

ONS Census Data 2011
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9.3.

The chart below compares the growth rates of different segments of the population
in Longwick compared to Wycombe District. It should be noted that whilst in real
terms the changes are small, the graph illustrates the changing (and ageing)
demographic profile of the village particularly when compared with District averages.
Figure 9-2: Population Change

Source: ONS Census Data 2001 & 2011

9.4.

These demographic changes have important implications for Longwick, particularly
when seen in the context of Wycombe District. They must be considered in relation
to projected future population growth and economic vitality, and how the settlement
responds to meet housing need. It will be important for Longwick to consider how it
responds to the needs of a population that is ageing, whilst also considering declines
in the school age population and the working age population. This is also important
for the District as a whole.

9.5.

Figure 9-3 overleaf illustrates the changes in household composition in Longwick
compared to Wycombe District over the 2001-2011 period 41. It illustrates a higher
rate of household growth in Longwick compared to Wycombe District (11.9%
compared to 6.9%). A total of 57 additional households were created in Longwick
over the period. Of these 57 additional households, 55 were households of
retirement age, whilst the remaining 2 households were households without
children. Households with children have remained the same.

9.6.

The changes in household composition both reflect and serve to confirm the ageing
population profile of Longwick and the stagnation (at best) of the number of

41

ONS Census Data 2001 & 2011
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households with children. Recognising these emerging changes in population and
household composition and size will be important when planning for current and
future housing needs, in order to continue to support sustainability and economic
development.
Figure 9-3: Household Composition

Source: ONS Census Data 2001 & 2011

Housing Need
9.7.

A Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for Wycombe District was
published in 2014 42. It highlights a high need for affordable housing in the District,
this being in the region of 70% of the overall housing requirement. The affordable
housing need was expressed as a range, based upon a range of household projections
– from ‘zero migration’ to ‘high-trend migration’.

9.8.

The SHMA then translates these scenarios to a housing need range from 480-720
affordable dwellings per annum over the period to 2031. The SHMA then continues
to identify a need for a range of dwelling sizes to be provided, with an affordable
housing need towards smaller dwellings and a market housing need towards larger
dwellings (3 or more bedrooms).

9.9.

Analysis of Land Registry Data 43 shows that the average value of all properties in
Longwick is £448,988. This is 37% higher than the average property values for
Wycombe District and an indicator of the attractiveness and affluence of Longwick.

42
43

Wycombe District Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2014
Source: Experian Property Development Pack Report 05 July 2014
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When considering specific dwelling types, average values in Longwick are £516,968
for detached dwellings, £321,550 for semi-detached, £369,757 for bungalows,
£322,841 for terraced properties and £230,876 for flats.
9.10.

The tenure mix of housing stock in Longwick differs to that of Wycombe District.
The tenure profile in Longwick is dominated by owner occupation and comprises
85% of the total housing profile. This is in marked contrast to the proportion of
rented housing stock in Longwick (social rented and private rented). At 13.7% the
proportion of rented housing in Longwick is considerably below the average for
Wycombe District which is 27.9% for housing of this type of tenure.

9.11.

The profile of tenures illustrates that the housing stock in Longwick provides well for
those looking to purchase a property. However for those looking to rent a property
in Longwick, the low proportion of housing of that tenure type in the Parish suggests
that the choice and availability of rental property in Longwick is limited.
Figure 9-4: Household Tenure

Source: ONS Census Data 2011

Socio-economic characteristics
9.12.

The socio-economic profile of the population of Longwick (the village) can be seen
with reference to Mosaic data as shown in the chart overleaf. The data illustrates the
demographic make-up in the resident population across all fifteen Mosaic groups,
46
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with four groups represented in Longwick 44. The socio-economic profile is
dominated by the Mosaic group ‘B Professional Rewards’ which accounts for 61.5%
of the population. The next two largest Mosaic groups are ‘A Alpha Territory’ and ‘C
Rural Solitude’ which make up 17.7% and 15.6% of the population respectively. The
fourth group is ‘G Careers and Kids’. This group makes up 5.2% of the resident
population.
Figure 9-5: Mosaic Groups, Resident Population

Source: Mosaic

9.13.

‘B Professional Rewards’ is described as ‘Experienced professionals in successful
careers enjoying financial comfort in suburban or semi-rural homes’. It includes
executives and managers and those in senior positions. As a percentage of the total
population in Longwick this group is dominant, comprising 61.5% of the village
population. This is almost three times as high as the District average of 20.9%.

9.14.

‘A Alpha Territory’ is described as ‘People with substantial wealth who live in the
most sought after neighbourhoods’. It includes people who are successful with
rewarding careers, are well educated and professional. As a percentage of the total
population of Longwick this group is substantially larger than the District average
(17.7% compared to 10.5%).

44

Experian Mosaic UK Classifications (2012)
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9.15.

‘C Rural Solitude’ is described as ‘Residents of small villages and isolated homes
where farming and tourism are economic mainstays’. It includes farmers, small
businesses and small villages. As a percentage of the total population in Longwick this
group is more than five times as large as the District (15.6% compared to 3%).

9.16.

Longwick does not have any residents in the ‘H New Homemakers’ group. New
homemakers tend to be made up of single person households including young
professionals, older people downsizing into modern accommodation, and young
couples just starting a family. They tend to occupy homes which have been built in
the last five years. Most of this group have a ready income from a secure position
working for a large private or public organisation 45. Attracting a younger population
to the village is important and will help to support local services and amenities,
capturing the higher spending patterns of a younger demographic than those of an
ageing population and an increasingly limited economic contribution.

9.17.

Analysis of Mosaic data shows that the average length of residency in Longwick is 8.7
years 46. Over half of residents (52%) have lived in the village for more than 11 years,
whilst 34.4% of residents have lived in the village for fewer than 7 years and 19% of
residents have lived there for less than 3 years. This shows that although over half
the population are long term residents, there is also a significant proportion of new
residents that have integrated successfully in to the village in recent times
demonstrating that the community of Longwick has capacity to accept new residents.

9.18.

The daytime population in Longwick falls to approximately 66% of the resident
population (from 931 to 616 47) and has a similar demographic make-up to the
resident population but with an additional nine Mosaic groups: ‘D Small Town
Diversity’, ‘E Active Retirement’, ‘F Suburban Mindsets’, ‘H New Homemakers’, ‘I ExCouncil Community’, ‘J Claimant Cultures’, ‘L Elderly Needs’, ‘M Industrial Heritage’
and ‘N Terraced Melting Pot’. This demonstrates some movements into Longwick
during the daytime.

45

Mosaic UK – The consumer classification of the United Kingdom, Experian, 2009
Experian 2011
47
Mosaic
46
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Figure 9-6: Mosaic Groups, Longwick

**
Source: Mosaic

Household Income
9.19.

The distribution of household incomes levels in Longwick reveals a distinct picture
from that of the District. This is illustrated in figure 9-7 48. The table shows that the
proportion of households with incomes below £30,000 pa are considerably below
the District average, while the proportion of household incomes with incomes above
£50,000 pa are markedly above.

9.20.

Overall, 23.4% of households in Longwick have incomes of less than £30,000
(compared to 32.8% in the District), whilst 53% of households have incomes of
greater than £50,000 (compared to 39.2% in the District). This shows that Longwick
has a higher level of affluence compared to Wycombe District.
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Figure 9-7: Household Income

Source: Mosaic

9.21.

In particular, Longwick is successful at attracting a significant proportion of higher
earners to the village. However the needs of middle and lower income households
should not be ignored when considering future housing provision. In the future there
is an opportunity to provide a housing supply in the village that is tailored to the
needs all groups in order to continue to attract higher earners in to the village,
support further the economic contribution made by Longwick to Wycombe District,
and to meet the specific requirements of households on middle and lower incomes.

9.22.

The socio-economic profile of Longwick highlights the village’s role as an asset for
the economy of Wycombe District. The village is an attractive place to a variety of
people, including the economically active and consumers. However the resident
population is ageing and this will blunt the socio-economic performance of the village
if left unchanged.

9.23.

There is a need to balance the housing stock and growth in future such that new
housing development adds variety and choice to the local housing market and
addresses a wider range of housing needs.

9.24.

Longwick could do more to provide a wider mix of housing stock so that the needs
of a wider cross section of the population are provided for. Longwick could also
benefit from attracting new homemakers in to the village, to support community life,
local services and amenities.
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10. Overall Assessment of Sustainability
Current Sustainability
10.1.

Longwick is a successful and sustainable settlement. The village has an active Parish
Council, and there are a range of facilities, clubs and activities where residents can
get involved in village life. The village is well provided for in terms of larger, detached
dwellings and the built environment is permeable and accessible. There is a range of
core services in the village and the primary school is good. High speed broadband is
also available in the village.

10.2.

In addition to the services located in Longwick, Princes Risborough is close by
offering a wider range of services to residents. It provides easy access to a railway
station and is accessible by public transport and by cycle from Longwick.

10.3.

Overall levels of economic activity in Longwick are high, the proportion of those that
are self-employed is above average and there is good access to a wide range of
employment hosting sites available within a reasonable travel time. The workforce is
skilled, educated and the population is growing. Household incomes are above
average and the village is more affluent than the District.

Future Sustainability
10.4.

The test that the National Planning Policy Framework sets (paragraph 55) to
determine the location of new rural housing is not whether a settlement is deemed
to be sustainable as defined within a settlement hierarchy but whether the
development proposed will maintain or enhance the vitality of the community that
hosts it. The NPPF is clear that planning permission should be granted for new
housing “where it will enhance or maintain vitality”, not where it is required to
enhance or maintain vitality.

10.5.

The assessment has identified a number of issues that, without change could
adversely affect the vitality of the village. The population is ageing and the number of
school age residents and those of working age is declining. Development since 2011
has been limited, there is a relative lack of choice in the housing stock and housing
affordability is an identified issue, compounded by high property values overall. In
particular there is a lack of housing available for rent and housing development since
2011 has been limited. The emerging Neighbourhood Plan (which is yet to be tested
at examination) also recognises a number of these issues.
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10.6.

It is noteworthy that, an ageing of the population will lead to an increase in the
number of households of retirement age both as a proportion of the resident
population and as a proportion of the population as a whole. This is likely to
undermine the vitality of the community over time, particularly as the level of
household expenditure falls away and contribution s to social capital reduce. The
above average economic contribution made by Longwick will also be undermined as
the proportion of residents of working age continues to fall away.

10.7.

Growth that assists in rebalancing the demographic profile of Longwick will help to
enhance and maintain future vitality. It will do this by increasing available household
expenditure by stimulating demand for local services and businesses through
increased usage, patronage and footfall. Growth attractive to new residents will also
add to social capacity and community vibrancy.
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11. Assessment of the Impact of the Development on
Future Sustainability
Scope of the Assessment
11.1.

In Chapters Three to Ten we have carried out an assessment of the likely impact
(positive and negative) of the proposed development using the evidence gathered on
the current social and economic sustainability of Longwick, with reference to
evidence provided by other reports produced in support of the application and
against the policy context set by the Framework.

11.2.

The applicant proposes the development of new housing on a 6.73 hectare site. The
site is located off Barn Road Longwick and will support the development of 50 new
homes, of which 40% will be affordable.

11.3.

Our assessment of the impact of new housing as proposed by the applicant on the
future sustainability of the community is set out below. It is considered within the
context of economic and social effects. The wide range of positive effects means that
the proposed development will have a beneficial impact overall on the future vitality
and sustainability of the community.

Assessment
11.4.

11.5.

The proposed development will help to enhance the economic vitality of Longwick,
and so that of Wycombe District, by:
•

Maintaining economic performance through attracting younger economically
active residents

•

Sustaining average household expenditure levels

•

Underpinning demand for local services through increased patronage and
footfall

These economic benefits will help Longwick to meet the objectives of paragraph 28
of the Framework, to promote a strong rural economy, and paragraph 17, by helping
to support sustainable development by delivering the homes and thriving local places
that the country needs.
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11.6.

The development will help to create a mixed, sustainable and inclusive community
(paragraph 50) by:
• Enhancing the range and choice of housing available
• Encourage families with children to settle in the village, increasing the school age
population safeguarding the long term viability of the primary school
• Increasing the range of housing tenures that become available and contributing to
meeting affordable housing needs

11.7.

These social benefits arising from the proposed development will help to enhance
and maintain the vitality of the community, as required by paragraph 55 of the
Framework.

11.8.

The proposed development will generate additional car borne journeys as people
travel to work and access services beyond the village. The travel to work data
suggests that approximately 69.7% of people making travel to work journeys in
Longwick are by car. It is important to note however that not all economically active
residents will travel to work by car. The travel to work data shows that 6.8% of
residents travel to work by rail (compared to 5% in the district) and 14.9% will work
from home. This percentage will be enhanced each day by those that choose to
work at home for part of the week. Given the attractive nature of Longwick and the
level of local services and availability of high speed broadband, it is likely that the new
housing will attract people who would like to work from home or set up a new
home based business, further reducing the numbers that travel to work each day by
car.

11.9.

It is important also to consider that many of these “additional” car based journeys
are likely to be displaced from elsewhere in Wycombe district, and that the new
housing will provide opportunities for people to move closer to their work place, or
to live in closer proximity to services should they so wish.

11.10. The new housing on the site will be in close proximity to public transport provision
providing access to daily services that link to the railways station which is less than 4
km away. The proximity of the railway station provides the opportunity for people
to make a very short drive and complete the rest of their journey (to work or to
access services) by rail.
11.11. Overall the economic, social and environmental benefits that the proposed
development will deliver will help to address the emerging issues that could affect
future sustainability identified in the assessment carried out in Chapter Three and
will help to enhance and maintain the future vitality of the community.

54

Land North West of Boxer Road / Barn Road, Longwick
ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT AND FUTURE SUSTAINABILITY

11.12. Specific enhancements to the vitality of the village will arise from:
• Increasing the availability of affordable housing
• Attracting a younger population profile and engaging in community life and
governance
• Bringing new people with new perspectives and ideas to the village
11.13. An assessment of the impact of the proposed development on the future vitality of
the community shows that a new housing scheme which delivers a balanced mix of
dwellings, with more affordable housing of different types and tenures, will enable
Longwick to respond positively to growth and help to support the settlement’s
demographic balance within Wycombe District.
11.14. By increasing the overall quantity and mix of the housing stock in Longwick, this will
support the village’s services and community life, providing a greater contribution to
the vitality of the area and supporting economic activity and growth.
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12. Conclusions and Closing Remarks
12.1.

The test that the National Planning Policy Framework sets (paragraph 55) to
determine the location of new rural housing is not whether a settlement is deemed
to be sustainable as defined within a settlement hierarchy but whether the
development proposed will maintain or enhance the vitality of the community that
hosts it.

12.2.

This is a fundamental change in emphasis from previous National Planning Policy as
set out in Planning Policy Statements 1 (Sustainable Development) and 7 (Sustainable
Development in Rural Areas). The change is supported in other parts of the
Framework including paragraphs 17, 26, 29, 30 and 34.

12.3.

The assessment provided in this report shows that Longwick is a successful rural
settlement and that it can be considered to be socially and economically sustainable
when judged across the criteria set out in the UK Sustainable Development Strategy
and considered within its spatial context. It is a demonstrably suitable and good place
to host new housing development that will deliver a range of benefits.

12.4.

The range of benefits include attracting a younger, economically active population
(including families) to the village, enhancing housing choice and mix, delivering a
greater range of housing tenures to meet a variety of housing needs and providing
affordable housing.

12.5.

The assessment of its current sustainability does however identify some challenges
and issues that could adversely affect future sustainability arising from:
• Reducing economic contribution of the village to the District
• Reducing household expenditure associated with the increase in retired
households which will potentially undermine the vitality of local services
• A lack of housing choice, limiting the availability of suitable housing for first time
buyers and those wanting to downsize later in life
• Limiting appeal to new economically active residents due to a lack of housing
choice
• There being a lack of housing to rent for residents
• Not meeting affordable housing needs due to a lack of access to appropriate
housing
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12.6.

Without change, these issues are likely to result in material prejudice to the vitality
of the settlement. The aging population will undermine economic activity and
increase pressure on service providers through reduced household spending.
Furthermore, the lack of choice in the housing market and affordability issues will
restrict opportunities for both existing and new residents acquiring housing. The
draft Neighbourhood Plan also recognises a number of these issues.

12.7

The draft Neighbourhood Plan also recognises a number of these matters and
without change, these issues could materially prejudice to the vitality of the
settlement unless they are addressed.
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Appendix 1: Clubs and Societies in and Around Longwick
Longwick
Neighbourhood Watch
Longwick Pre-School
Tea at Three
Woman’s Institute
Longwick Beavers
Longwick Cubs
Longwick Scouts
Longwick Cricket Club
Longwick Football Club
Longwick Sports Club
Longwick Village Hall
Princes Risborough
Art
Whiteleaf Badminton Club
Princes Risborough Bowls Club Mens Section.
Princes Risborough Bowls Club Ladies Section
British Legion
British Red Cross Society
Cagebird Society
Risborough Carers
Community Association
Monks Risborough Cricket Club
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Princes Risborough Cricket Club
Whiteleaf Dog Training Club
ENRYCH
Risborough Rangers FC
Risborough Rangers Junior FC
Risborough Golf Club
Princes Risborough Area Heritage Society
Risborough Countryside Group
Princes Risborough Horticultural Society
Martial Arts
Princes Risborough Music Society
R. N. L. I.
The Chinnor and Risborough Railway Association
Risborough and District Model Railway Club
Risborough Dolls House Club
Risborough Good Neighbours
Risborough and District Photographic Society.
Risborough Rugby Football Club
Rotary Club
Round Table
Royal Naval Association
Slimming
Swimming
Tennis
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Vale Volunteers
Walking
Women’s Institutes (including a branch in Longwick)
Yoga
Young Farmers

Correct at the time of writing
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North West

01772 280477

North East

01756 797501

Midlands

01909 490621

London

0203 640 9686

South East

01462 417321

Email

info@ruralsolutions.co.uk

© Rural Solutions Ltd
This document or elements of it must not be replicated without the express permission of Rural Solutions Ltd.
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