At the heart of the Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden
thread through both plan-making and decision-taking. For plan-making this means that plan makers should positively
seek opportunities to meet the development needs of their area and Local Plans should meet objectively assessed
needs, with sufficient flexibility to adapt to rapid change. This requirement is applicable to neighbourhood plans.
The recent Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) updates make clear that neighbourhood plans should conform to national
policy requirements and take account the latest and most up-to-date evidence of housing needs in order to assist the
Council in delivering sustainable development, a neighbourhood plan basic condition.
The application of the presumption in favour of sustainable development will have implications for how communities
engage with neighbourhood planning. Paragraph 16 of the Framework makes clear that Qualifying Bodies preparing
neighbourhood plans should develop plans that support strategic development needs set out in Local Plans, including
policies for housing development and plan positively to support local development.
Paragraph 17 further makes clear that neighbourhood plans should set out a clear and positive vision for the future of
the area and policies contained in those plans should provide a practical framework within which decisions on planning
applications can be made with a high degree of predictability and efficiency. Neighbourhood plans should seek to
proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, jobs and thriving local places
that the country needs, whilst responding positively to the wider opportunities for growth.
Paragraph 184 of the Framework makes clear that local planning authorities will need to clearly set out their strategic
policies to ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible. The Neighbourhood Plan should
ensure that it is aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider area and plan positively to support the
delivery of sustainable growth opportunities.
Planning Practice Guidance
It is clear from the requirements of the Framework that neighbourhood plans should be prepared in conformity with
the strategic requirements for the wider area as confirmed in an adopted development plan. The requirements of the
Framework have now been supplemented by the publication of Planning Practice Guidance (PPG).
On 11th February 2016, the Secretary of State (SoS) published a series of updates to the neighbourhood planning
chapter of the PPG. In summary, these update a number of component parts of the evidence base that are required to
support an emerging neighbourhood plan.
On 19th May 2016, the Secretary of State published a further set of updates to the neighbourhood planning PPG. These
updates provide further clarity on what measures a qualifying body should take to review the contents of a
neighbourhood plan where the evidence base for the plan policy becomes less robust. As such it is considered that
where a qualifying body intends to undertake a review of the neighbourhood plan, it should include a policy relating
to this intention which includes a detailed explanation outlining the qualifying bodies anticipated timescales in this
regard.
Further, the PPG makes clear that neighbourhood plans should not contain policies restricting housing development
in settlements or preventing other settlements from being expanded. It is with that in mind that Gladman has
reservations regarding the LNP’s ability to meet basic condition (a) and this will be discussed in greater detail
throughout this response.
Relationship to Local Plan

The current Development Plan relevant to the preparation of the LNP consists of the Wycombe Core Strategy which
was adopted by Wycombe District Council in July 2015 and covers the period up to 2026 and the Delivery and Site
Allocations Plan which was adopted in July 2013. Given that the Core Strategy was adopted in 2008, it is considered
out-of-date against the requirements of the Framework which requires local planning authorities to identify and meet
in full the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for housing. Whilst this forms part of the Development Plan that the
Longwick Neighbourhood Plan will be tested against, it is important the sufficient flexibility is included within the Plan
so that its contents are not superseded by the provision of s38(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.
To meet the requirements of the Framework, Wycombe District Council has commenced work on a new Local Plan. The
Councils latest LDS states that it is currently anticipated that the draft Wycombe District Local Plan will be published
for public consultation at some point in October 2017, with adoption currently expected in early 2019.
Longwick Neighbourhood Plan
This section highlights the key issues that Gladman would like to raise with regards to the content of the LNP as
currently proposed. It is considered that some policies do not reflect the requirements of national policy and guidance,
Gladman have therefore sought to recommend a series of alternative options that should be explored prior to the Plan
being submitted for Independent Examination. Whilst the draft LNP does not seek to identify a specific requirement for
housing, the plan does seek to allocate land for residential purposes. As such, given that the Plan is in the early stages
of preparation, there remains considerable uncertainty over what level of development that Longwick may need to
accommodate to assist the Council in meeting its OAN for housing. Accordingly, the Plan will need to ensure that it
allows for sufficient flexibility to ensure that it is able to react to changes that may arise through the emerging Local
Plan Examination.
Policy A3: Retaining Longwick Village’s Distinct Rural Identity
Policy A3 states that the rural green gap between Longwick and Princes Risborough is to be maintained.
Gladman submit that new development can often be located in countryside gaps without leading to the physical or
visual merging of settlements, eroding the sense of separation between them or resulting in the loss of openness and
character. In such circumstances, we would question the purpose of the proposed gap designations, particularly if this
would prevent the development of otherwise sustainable and deliverable housing sites to meet the local housing
needs.
Policy L2: Site Allocation on land at Boxer Road/Barn Road
Policy L2 sets out the principles for development on the land at Boxer Road. Gladman would like to remind the Parish
Council that residential development at this site was permitted at Appeal and subsequently question the inclusion of
the site as an allocation.
Furthermore, we contend that the design and landscape principles set out in the policy are overly onerous and could
act to delay the delivery of sustainable development. Whilst Gladman recognise the importance of high quality design,
planning policies should not be overly prescriptive and need flexibility in order for schemes to respond to sites specifics
and the character of the local area. Gladman therefore suggest that more flexibility is provided in the policy wording
to ensure that a high quality and inclusive design is not compromised by aesthetic requirements alone. We consider
that to do so could act to impact on the viability of proposed residential developments. We suggest that regard should
be had to paragraph 60 of the NPPF which states that: "Planning policies and decisions should not attempt to impose
architectural styles or particular tastes and they should not stifle innovation, originality or initiative through unsubstantiated
requirements to conform to certain development forms or styles".

