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Foreword
Providing excellent sporting facilities for our residents and attracting
visiting teams and organisations to our district is a key goal for
Wycombe District Council.
Over the coming years, the population of the Wycombe district is
expected to grow and one of the biggest challenges we face is to
ensure that the quality of life for existing and new residents coming in to
the area is improved.
A key part in achieving that goal is to enhance existing infrastructure,
including our sports facilities, to support and enhance the expected
scale of growth.
In early 2009, the council adopted the Sports Facility Strategy 2009-14
which recommended a series of developments and improvements,
including the construction of a new district sports centre and the reopening of the Rye Lido.
The fantastic Wycombe Leisure Centre will open its doors in January
2015 and will ensure the district remains a hub for sporting excellence
for many years to come.
I am pleased to present the council’s Sports Facility Strategy 2015-20,
which is a thorough review of the district’s sporting facilities - conducted
in line with Sport England guidelines - and an audit of the aspirations of
facility-owning clubs.
I am particularly grateful to all the clubs, schools and sports
organisations that have contributed towards this strategy, which will
enable the council to set out a clear plan for enhancing the sporting
opportunities available to residents and visitors to our district.

Cllr Julia Adey, Wycombe District Council’s Cabinet Member for Community
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Executive Summary
The Sports Facility Strategy has two elements.
1
an audit, gap analysis and recommendations relating to outdoor and indoor
sports facilities that has been conducted in line with Sport England guidance. This
provides the evidence for requesting on and off site contributions requested from
developers
2
an audit of the needs and aspirations of facility-owning amateur and
professional clubs that provide sporting opportunities to local communities. This
enables Wycombe District Council to have a clear plan for developing sports facilities
in the future, as a method for prioritising projects has also been developed.
Consultation
The draft strategy has been produced using a variety of methods of consultation:


Parishes and Town Councils were asked about sports facilities in their areas;

all known facility-owning sports clubs in the District were interviewed or sent

survey forms;
all primary and secondary schools in the District were interviewed or sent

survey forms


audits of facilities against national and local standards were undertaken;



internal consultation with planning department was undertaken;



and a stakeholder event was held;

Summary


Summary findings from the Sport England compliant audit are included



Community club projects have been prioritised at the stakeholder event



Recommendations for action are included in this strategy
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1. Introduction and Vision
In early 2009, the Council adopted a Sports Facility Strategy 2009 – 2014. A new
strategy is now needed for the next five years for the district to ensure the continued
development of local sports facilities for the local community and residents. The
Sports Facilities Strategy links directly to the current Sports Development and
Physical Activity Strategy for Wycombe 2015 – 2019, which sets out the following
vision:
“To provide opportunities to the District residents to participate, improve and fulfil
their potential within a sport and physical activity remit, through developing a flexible
and innovative partnership that encourages and sustains lifelong participation and
creates healthier communities.”
One of the three aims in the Sports Development and Physical Activity Strategy is to:
Enhance – Increased Range of Sporting Provision. This strategy was agreed and
adopted by the Wycombe Sports and Physical Activity Network (Wycombe SPAN 1)
early in 2015.

2. Context and Purpose

2.1.

Context

In early 2009, the Council adopted a Sports Facility Strategy 2009 - 2014. The
Strategy recommended the support of a new stadium and sports hubs across the
district, along with the development of a new sports centre for High Wycombe and a
large number of community sports club facility developments. This strategy was
particularly successful as a wide variety of projects have been achieved by a variety
of organisations across the district during the lifespan of the previous strategy,
including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
1

Replacement Wycombe Leisure Centre under construction (due to open
January 2016)
New synthetic turf pitch (STP) at John Hampden School
New athletics facility at Little Marlow
New BNU Sports & Fitness Centre in High Wycombe
New sports centre & STP at Great Marlow School
New sports hall at Princes Risborough School
New hockey competition standard STP at Marlow Sports Club
Four new football pitches at the Rye
Additional rugby pitch at Kingsmead
New gymnastics facility at Cressex industrial park
Two new croquet lawns at Hazlemere Recreation Ground
New changing rooms at Desborough Recreation Ground

part of the Wycombe Partnership
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pavilion extension at Bassetsbury Manor Bowls Club
Improvements to sports facilities at Bledlow Cricket Club, High Wycombe
Cricket Club, Risborough Rangers and Longridge Outdoor Activity Centre
Replacement clubhouse at Marlow Rowing Club and at Hazlemere Parish
Council’s Recreation Ground
Clubhouse improvements at Marlow Rugby Club, Bucks Squash Club and
Downley Sports Club
Improved facilities at Amersham & Wycombe College
New Cressex School buildings with sports facilities
Wycombe Rye Lido re-opened with new gym and dance studio

The recommendation to develop sporting hubs is still relevant as hubs provide
sustainable sporting provision (e.g. management synergies) and as such will be
carried forward into the new Strategy.
2.2

About Wycombe

Population - The population of Wycombe district in 2012 was 173,300 (Source:
2012 based Local Authorities by single year ONS data (published in May 2014)).
Whilst the age structure is relatively similar to national norms, the high proportion of
the population aged under 15 will inflate demand particularly for pitch sports locally in
the next few years.
Ethnicity - Black and minority ethnic groups comprise 18.7% of the local population,
well above the national average. Minority ethnic groups traditionally have lower rates
of participation in physical activity, which may reduce local levels of demand.
However, the relatively high proportion of people of south Asian heritage, who
traditionally have an interest in cricket, may have a specific impact on demand for
this sport.
Growth - Population growth of 20,100 people (a 10.4% increase) by 2033 will
increase demand for many sports and the supporting pitches, indoor and outdoor
sports facilities (Source: 2012 based Local Authorities by single year ONS data
(published in May 2014). Existing facilities (especially playing pitches) may come
under threat of development to accommodate new housing. However, developer
contributions will provide an opportunity to fund provision that can be evidenced to
meet the needs of the new residents.
Income - The relatively affluent local economy is associated with higher levels of
participation in sport and physical activity. The higher levels of disposable income
available for discretionary spending on activities such as sport may therefore
increase demand levels.
Health - Good health indices locally underline the importance of ensuring access to
sports facilities as part of a wider strategy to ensure that the local population remains
physically active.
Deprivation - The deprivation indices for Wycombe are low and since deprivation is
associated with lower rates for participation in sport and physical activity, patterns of
demand are likely to be relatively high in the district. However there are notable
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pockets of deprivation in High Wycombe town. Some of these areas have very
limited access to formal sports provision and this is likely to detrimentally impact on
participation by people with lower incomes.

2.3.

Sport in Wycombe District

Participation rates - Based on the Sport England ‘Active People’ 2014 survey,
overall adult weekly participation rates in all sports in Wycombe have increased
since 2005/6 and at 40.5% remain well above the regional (37.4%) and national
(36.0%) averages, suggesting that local demand for pitches and sports facilities will
be commensurately high.
Club membership - Sports club membership rates in the district are comparatively
high (31.6%) compared with the regional (22.5%) and national (22.8%) figures,
which underlines the important role played by grassroots volunteer-run sports clubs
in delivering local opportunities.
Market Segmentation - The local data suggests that demand for pitch sports is
likely to be higher than the national average, given the larger than the national
average proportion of Wycombe residents from market segments which participate in
football in particular.

2.4.

Purpose / objectives

2.4.1 Meeting local priorities and planning policy background
Corporate Plan - The Council’s Corporate Plan contains a commitment to ‘enable
the development of local sports, cultural and community facilities’ including playing
pitches and indoor and outdoor sports facilities.
Community Plan - The Sustainable Communities Strategy includes a commitment
to promote active and healthy lifestyles and playing pitches, indoor and outdoor
sports facilities are an integral means of facilitating this priority.
Core Strategy - The Wycombe Core Strategy contains positive policies on the
provision and retention of playing pitches and outdoor sports facilities.
Delivery and Site Allocations Plan (DSA) – the DSA recognises the importance of
Green Spaces in providing recreational and amenity value, and contains a policy
which defines public open space minimum standards based on the Open Spaces
Framework required by any new development. The open space standard is split into
a local and a strategic element with the latter containing an element of public
outdoor sport provision.
Open Space Framework (OSF) - The Council’s Open Space Framework provides
the evidence base for the DSA open space policy and the developer contribution
system in relation to the provision of open space in new developments. It analyses
what open space exists and collates, coordinates and prioritises findings from other
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open space related studies. This current study is using a different methodology to
assess playing pitches and outdoor sports facilities requirements, as recently
recommended by Sports England. This study confirms the need for formal outdoor
sport provision across the district and will provide further detail to inform a revision of
the OSF in particular with regard to the action plan.
Neighbouring areas - Playing pitch assessments in the four neighbouring local
authorities who have undertaken such studies, show that there are some significant
shortfalls in adjoining areas particularly to the south of the district that might cause
demand to migrate to Wycombe.

2.4.2 Meeting wider priorities
Sport England - The target to increase participation rates will drive up demand for
pitches and both indoor and outdoor sports facilities if it is achieved. The emphasis
on developing and funding school-community club links will increase the scope for
improving the dual use of education pitches and sports facilities.
Governing bodies of sport - Governing bodies of sport have similar facilities
objectives, to improve the quality of pitches/facilities and changing provision and
many are introducing new, more accessible formats of their sports some of which,
such as ‘Last Man Stands’ in cricket, have additional and specific pitch
requirements.

2.4.3 Planning policy considerations
Local assessment of need - The findings of audits of sports facilities in 2014 in the
district provide data for assessing local need of sports facilities currently and in the
future based on projected population growth.
Protecting existing provision - Existing pitches, outdoor sports facilities and indoor
provision will be protected unless a needs assessment can demonstrate that they
are surplus to current and future requirements, or that replacement provision of at
least the same quantity, quality and accessibility is made2.
Spare capacity - Spare capacity in one type of pitch or facility can be assessed in
the context of other sports and open space needs that they might serve.
New developments - Developers in the district will be required to contribute
financially towards the cost of facilities required to meet the additional needs of new
residents. Strategic sites (including the reserve sites and any site within the Princes
Risborough potential expansion area) may provide on-site or off-site provision where
required.
Reviews - Local supply and demand issues will be reviewed after three years, to
ensure that the assessment of needs reflects changes over time.
2

Paragraph 74 NPPF and Policy CS15 Community Facilities and Built Sports Facilities, Core Strategy 2008
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2.5 Dealing with deficiencies
2.5.1 Delivery mechanisms
New provision - New pitches and facilities can be provided, with funding from
developer contributions and other external funding sources. These opportunities
including but not limited to the Reserve Sites and Princes Risborough potential
expansion need to be considered on a case by case basis through separate
assessments3.
Upgrading and refurbishment - Improving the quality of some facilities may
increase their capacity for use, for example through pitch drainage improvements,
provision of floodlighting or expanding changing facilities and sports facilities on a
site, but, in most cases, it will only improve the playing experience of participants
rather than providing additional capacity.
Enhanced access - Enhanced access to facilities on school sites with limited or no
existing community use is a cost effective option for increasing the effective supply of
provision.
Reinstating former facilities - Facilities where use has recently been discontinued
can be reinstated in response to changes in demand.

2.5.2 Delivery partners
Wycombe District Council: The Council is likely to play a lead role in co-ordinating
the development of the larger, more strategic pitch and sports facility sites, in
conjunction with other partners where appropriate.
Parish councils: Parish councils will continue to play a valuable role particularly in
providing and maintaining pitches and outdoor sports facilities in the rural parts of the
district.
Schools: Many schools in Wycombe already provide pitches and outdoor sports
facilities from which local communities benefit and there will be further opportunities
to extend and formalise community access to a range of provision on school sites.
Sports clubs: Local sports clubs are significant providers of pitches, outdoor sports
facilities and indoor facilities and will continue to do so. Some clubs or parishes may
wish to take on delegated management responsibilities for pitch and changing
facilities maintenance from the local authority.
Developers: The Council will seek funding from developers through the Community
Infrastructure Levy, which may be used to fund sports facilities that will meet the

3

These will set out the overall messages and priorities for these sites.
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needs of the inhabitants of new developments in the District. On site provision may
be sought on larger development sites where appropriate.
Partnership arrangements: Partnership arrangements involving combinations of
any of the above providers will help to share the costs of provision, management and
maintenance of additional provision.

3. Analysis of indoor sports provision
3.1

Methodology

This strategy will look at indoor sports provision in terms of swimming pools, sports
hall, squash courts, health and fitness stations and indoor bowls.
It will use the Sport England Sports Facility Calculator for determining levels of
provision for swimming pools, sports hall, and indoor bowls. There are however no
national standards for the number of squash courts or the numbers of health and
fitness stations per 1,000 population. Therefore the standard used for squash courts
is based on the Active People results and demand, while the Fitness stations is
based on the average number for the South East.
The analysis will assess the current level of supply, the current demand, demand in
2033 based on the projected population and also the current and future shortfalls in
provision.
The current and future scenarios will be modelled for each type of indoor facility, as
follows:



Current – This will use the 2012 based ONS census data4 with supply from
the audit in 2014. Current population is therefore for the purposes of this
Strategy 173,300.
Future - 2033 Scenario will use population projections up to 2033, with supply
from the indoor sports audit in 2014, plus the inclusion of planned facilities
that have been awarded planning permission. Projected population by 2033 is
around 193,400. This population growth will impact on the need for more
facilities.

To get an accurate picture of the current level of supply the base data from the 2009
strategy has been updated to reflect the current levels of provision in terms of






4

Swimming pools – square metres of pool space
Sports halls – number of badminton courts
Squash courts – number of courts
Health and Fitness – number of stations
Indoor bowls – number of rinks

2012 based Local Authorities by single year ONS data (published in May 2014)
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3.2 Standards of Provision for Indoor Sports Facilities
An assessment has been carried out which identifies the overall level of provision in
and around the district using Sport’s England’s sports facilities database
(www.spogo.org.uk) and the Sport England standards for provision based on 2012
population data.

Facility type
Swimming pools

Standard of
provision
10.68 sq.m per
1,000 population
based on SFC

Current position Future
(2033)
(District-wide)
projection
Surplus
sq.m

of

of

191

16.5 Deficit
courts

of

22

Sports halls

0.28 badminton
Deficit
courts per 1,000
courts
population based on
SFC

Health & fitness

No specific standard Surplus
but 5.23 stations per stations
1,000 population
based on SE
average

of

68 Deficit
of
stations

39

Indoor bowls

0.06 rinks per 1,000 Shortfall
population based on rinks
SFC

of

6.4 Shortfall
rinks

7.6

Squash

No recognised
standard but an
average of 1 court
per 9,500

Shortfall
courts

of

406 Surplus
sq.m

of

6 Shortfall
courts

of

of
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The Council has three indoor centres in the urban centres as follows: Wycombe
Sports Centre, High Wycombe; Court Garden Leisure Complex, Marlow; Risborough
Springs Swimming and Fitness Centre, Princes Risborough. The latter facility does
not have a sports hall, unlike the other centres. The current numbers take account of
the changes which will result from the opening of the new Wycombe Leisure Centre
in January 2016 and the closure of the current Wycombe Sports Centre in December
2015.
In addition many indoor sports facilities are provided by schools and by clubs, run by
committed volunteers and accessible to residents for nominal charges or
membership fees in most cases. Health and fitness is the exception, where the
majority provider is the private sector.
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3.3

Sport by sport analysis

The following analysis presents the results of the supply and demand analysis
detailed by sport – the summary of which is shown in the table above. The 2033
demand projections are based on a population of 193,400.
3.3.1 Swimming pool demand/supply in Wycombe District
The analysis has been based upon the level of provision identified in Sport England’s
Sports Facilities Calculator (Source: http://www.sportengland.org/facilitiesplanning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/sports-facility-calculator/)
for swimming pools of 10.68 sq.m per 1,000 population.
The figures exclude Wycombe Rye Lido which is outdoors and not open all year
round and those facilities which are not available for community use as they require
membership. It includes the new Wycombe Leisure Centre figures and not the
current Wycombe Sports Centre figures. The transfer between these two centres is
due in December 2015/January 2016.
Unit = Sqm. of water space

Supply/demand in District

SUPPLY

2,257

CURRENT DEMAND

1,851

CURRENT SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL)

406

DEMAND in 2033

2066

2033 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL)

191

Buffer zone and surrounding provision impact
Due to the size of catchment areas some of Wycombe District’s residents will visit
facilities outside of the District and therefore facilities over the District boundary may
cater for some of the demand. There is one facility identified within 3km of Wycombe
District, a publicly accessible site (Stoke Mandeville), which has the potential to cater
for demand in the north of Wycombe District, with Wycombe District residents
travelling outside the District boundary to access facilities.

3.3.2 Sports Halls demand/supply in Wycombe
The analysis has been based upon the average levels of provision identified in Sport
England’s Sports Facilities Calculator for sports halls of 0.28 badminton courts per
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1,000 population.

Unit = Number of Courts

Supply in catchment area

SUPPLY

32

CURRENT DEMAND

48.5

CURRENT
SURPLUS
(SHORTFALL)

/

(16.5)

DEMAND in 2033

54

2033 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL)

(22)

Buffer zone and surrounding provision impact
There are a number of sports hall facilities identified as being in the 3km buffer area
of Wycombe District. The Beacon Centre (to the west of the District) and Stoke
Mandeville Stadium (north of the district) are both public facilities that have the
potential to cater for demand in Wycombe District, particularly around the fringes.
There is also a dual use site (Mandeville Upper School) to the north of Wycombe,
which may also provide an amenity for residents in the north of the District.
The Buckinghamshire Facilities Strategy Report identifies planned facilities at Henry
Floyd School (Aylesbury Vale), Amersham School (Chiltern) and Chesham
Community College (Chiltern) that will also impact the supply of facilities in the
future.

3.3.3 Health and Fitness facilities demand/supply in Wycombe District
There is no recommended standard for the provision of health and fitness stations
but the average for the South East based on figures from Sport England is 5.23
health and fitness stations per 1,000 population; this has been used in these
calculations.
Unit = Number of fitness
stations

Supply in catchment area

SUPPLY

972

CURRENT DEMAND

906

CURRENT SURPLUS /
(SHORTFALL)

68
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DEMAND in 2033

1011

2033 SURPLUS /
(SHORTFALL)

(39)

Buffer zone and surrounding provision impact
There are only 134 stations in two facilities within the 3 mile buffer zone of the
District boundary. The provision of fitness stations is based on individual business
models but if the stations in the buffer zone are taken into account there is no need
for more stations. Fitness gyms provide income to facilities and are an essential
element of training schedules for a variety of sports so are often included at hub
centres.
3.3.4 Indoor bowls
Although the national average for the provision of indoor bowls is 0.04 rinks per
1,000 population, Sport England’s Sports Facility Calculator indicates that provision
should be at the level of 0.06 rinks per 1,000.
The only indoor bowls provision available in the District is the six rink facility at
Wycombe Sports Centre. This will reduce to four rinks in the new Wycombe Leisure
Centre so this new figure has been used in the calculations.
Supply of/demand for indoor bowls in Wycombe District
Scenario
2014
2033

Supply
4
4

Demand (rinks)
10.4
11.6

Surplus/
(shortfall)
(6.4)
(7.6)

In order to understand how this compares with other Local Authorities, surrounding
authorities have also been analysed to clarify levels of provision elsewhere.
Indoor bowls facilities – local authority comparison in 2014 (using 2012
population data)
Population*

Rinks

Rinks/1000

Aylesbury Vale

177,800*

16

0.089

Chiltern

93,000

0

0

South Bucks

67,400

0

0

South Oxfordshire

135, 500

0

0

Wycombe

173,300

4

0.022

Wokingham

156,700

7

0.045

Windsor and Maidenhead

145,800

7

0.048
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* From 2012 based Local Authorities by single year ONS data (published in May 2014)
The comparison shows that of the six adjacent and nearby authorities, three provide
no bowls provision and three provide more per capita than Wycombe. The provision
of indoor bowls rinks may be required statistically but the provision of these large
facilities are limited across the country and the current level provided with the District
is higher than a number of neighbouring districts.

3.3.5

Squash

There is no current established national demand and supply model available for
squash. The findings of the Active People Survey highlight the propensity of different
groups to participate in squash and this translates to the need for an average of
approximately one court per 9,500 people.
The only squash facilities presently available without requiring membership in the
District are at Wycombe Leisure Centre (2 courts), Court Garden Leisure Complex,
Marlow (1 court), Booker Squash Club (5 courts) and Wycombe Abbey School (4
courts).
There is a current demand for 18 squash courts in the District in 2014. Supply and
demand modelling for squash facilities therefore currently projects a shortfall in
Wycombe equivalent to 8 courts in 2033.
Table 6.12 Supply of/demand for squash courts in Wycombe District
Scenario
2014
2033

Supply
12
12

Demand
18
20

Surplus/ (shortfall)
(6)
(8)

Buffer zone and surrounding provision impact
Beaconsfield Squash Club (outside the 3km buffer, to the South West of the District)
provides a further 4 courts and has the potential to satisfy demand in the south of
Wycombe in particular.

4.

Analysis of Outdoor Sports Facilities

4.1

Background

Ploszajski Lynch Consulting Ltd. (PLC) was appointed in 2014 by Wycombe District
Council to produce a playing pitch and outdoor sports facilities analysis which
assessed current provision and identified future requirements in the district, in the
context of national policy and local sports development criteria.
The analysis covered the following pitches and facilities in Wycombe district:
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Football (mini, youth, adult).
Cricket.
Rugby Union (mini, junior, adult).
Artificial Turf Pitches (Hockey and Football)
Bowling greens.
Tennis courts.
Multi-use Games Areas (MUGAs).

The results of the analysis are given below.

4.2

Local supply

Adult football pitches - There are 50 adult football pitches in Wycombe District,
91% of which have public access. The use of four pitches was recently discontinued
and ten pitches are on school sites with no community access. Per capita levels of
provision are the second lowest for all the neighbouring local authorities (Chiltern,
South Bucks, Aylesbury Vale etc.) but are relatively even across the district apart
from the Stokenchurch sub-area, which has lower per capita rates. The quality of
20% of pitches is rated as ‘good’ and a further 71% are of ‘standard’ quality. No parts
of Wycombe District are beyond a 15 minute drive time of the nearest pitch.
Youth football pitches - There are 40 youth football pitches in Wycombe District,
72% of which have public access, which leaves 28% of sites where access could
theoretically be rescinded. The use of three pitches was recently discontinued and
32 pitches on school sites have no community access. Per capita levels of provision
are below the average for all the neighbouring local authorities but are relatively
even across the district apart from Stokenchurch, which has lower per capita rates.
The quality of 10% of pitches is rated as ‘good’ and a further 76% are of ‘standard’
quality. No parts of Wycombe District are beyond a 15 minute drive time of the
nearest pitch.
Mini-soccer pitches - There are 31 mini-soccer pitches in Wycombe District, 87% of
which have public access. There are 12 further pitches on school sites with no
community access. The per capita levels of provision are the second lowest for all
the neighbouring local authorities but are relatively even across the district. The
quality of 18% of pitches is rated as ‘good’ and a further 73% are of ‘standard’
quality. No parts of Wycombe District are beyond a 15 minute drive time of the
nearest pitch.
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Cricket pitches - There are 30 cricket pitches in Wycombe District (collectively
comprising 254 wickets) all of which have public access. The use of a further three
pitches was recently discontinued and there are also 13 pitches on school sites with
no community access. The per capita levels of provision are the second lowest for
all the neighbouring local authorities and are relatively even across the district apart
from the High Wycombe sub-area, which has lower per capita rates. The quality of
30% of pitches is rated as ‘poor’, which compromises their usage capacity. No parts
of Wycombe District are beyond a 15 minute drive time of the nearest pitch.
Rugby pitches - There are 12 rugby pitches in Wycombe District, 82% of which
have public access. There are also 13 pitches on school sites with no community
access. The per capita levels of provision are the lowest for all the neighbouring
local authorities and there are pitches in only three of the sub-areas. The quality of
50% of pitches is rated as ‘good’ and 50% are ‘standard’. No parts of Wycombe
District are beyond a 20 minute drive time of the nearest pitch.
Synthetic turf pitches - There are six full-sized STPs in Wycombe District, five of
which have public access. These are supplemented by six small-sided synthetic turf
pitches, capable of accommodating youth/mini matches and training for all age
groups. The per capita levels of provision are the lowest for all the neighbouring
local authorities. The quality of all pitches is rated as ‘good’. No parts of Wycombe
District are beyond a 20 minute drive time of the nearest pitch.
Bowling greens - There are nine bowls greens in Wycombe District. Per capita
rates are around the average for the comparator authorities. The quality of greens
and changing facilities is generally above ‘average’, but there are some disabled
access issues at some sites. No parts of Wycombe District are beyond a 15 minute
drive time of the nearest green.
Tennis courts - There are 74 tennis courts in Wycombe District. Per capita rates
are around the average for the neighbouring local authorities and provision is
relatively even across the six sub-areas in Wycombe. The quality of court surfaces
and fencing is in most cases above ‘average’, but there is a lack of changing
facilities at some sites and some disabled access issues. No parts of Wycombe
District are beyond a 15 minute drive time of the nearest court.
Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs) - There are 15 MUGAs in Wycombe District. Not
all MUGAs in the district conform to the strict definition of ‘a rectangular flat surface,
usually of tarmac, with the court measuring a minimum of 30m x 15m with fencing
around the perimeter, regulation markings for a range of sports (typically five-s-aside
football, basketball, netball and tennis) and goals/hoops at each end of the court’.
The per capita levels of provision show the Marlow sub area is well below the district
average and that there is no provision in the Flackwell Heath, Bourne End and
Wooburn Green sub area.
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4.3

The current and future balance between supply and demand for pitches

4.3.1 Methodology
The current balance between supply and demand was assessed using Sport
England’s 2013 site-specific playing pitch methodology, details of which can be
found on the Sport England website at www.sportengland.org. The audit covered
assessing all the local facilities and sports clubs including amongst other things the
number of teams playing at venues.
The future balance between supply and demand of pitches was assessed by
evaluating the factors below and then modelling Team Generation Rates to project
the position in 2026:





Projected population change in the study area.
How participation aims, current trends and predicted changes in the way that
pitch sports are played and pitches used may affect the demand for provision.
Any particular sports clubs or sites where demand is likely to increase in the
future.
Any forthcoming changes in the supply of provision and how this will affect the
adequacy of provision to meet demand.

4.3.2 Current and future needs
The results of the assessment were as follows:

Facility type Current deficiency

Future assessed

Total Need

deficiency at
2026
Adult football Spare weekly capacity
pitches
equivalent to 5.0
pitches.

Demand for 4 additional
pitches can be
accommodated within
existing spare capacity.

None

Youth
football
pitches

A weekly deficit
4 additional pitches and
equivalent to 5.0 pitches. related changing facilities
once the existing
deficiency has been met.

9 pitches

Mini-soccer
pitches

Spare weekly capacity
equivalent to 5.5
pitches.

None

Local deficits in
Flackwell Heath and
Marlow

Demand for 4 additional
pitches can be
accommodated within
existing spare capacity.
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Cricket
pitches

A seasonal deficit
equivalent to 34.0
wickets or one good
quality 7-wicket pitch.

Rugby
pitches

Spare weekly capacity
Demand for 0.5 additional None
equivalent to 0.5 pitches. pitches can be
accommodated within
existing spare capacity.

Synthetic turf A district wide deficit of
pitches
three full-sized ‘3G’
pitches

10 additional good quality
wickets and related
changing facilities once
the existing deficiency
has been met.

1 additional 3G pitch and
related changing facility.

4.3.3 Spatial Needs
The maps below show the current pitches with catchment areas.
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Two pitches

4 3G pitches

Adult Football Catchment map

19

Youth Football catchment map

20

Mini Football catchment map
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Cricket catchment map
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Rugby catchment map

23

STPs catchment map
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The maps above and the results of the audit and future needs analysis show the
following:
Youth Football Pitches – There are deficiencies across the District with the exception
of Stokenchurch. The strategy seeks to address these deficiencies through the
provision of Youth football pitches throughout the district with the exception of
Stokenchurch.
Mini Football Pitches – The main areas of deficiency are in Flackwell Heath, Bourne
End, Wooburn Green and Marlow. The strategy seeks to address these deficiencies
through the provision of Mini football pitches throughout the district with particular
emphasis on Flackwell Heath, Bourne End, Wooburn Green and Marlow.
Cricket pitches – There are deficiencies across the District with the exception of
Marlow which has an over provision. The strategy seeks to address these
deficiencies through the provision of cricket pitches throughout the district with the
exception of Marlow.
STPs – Princes Risborough and Stokenchurch are covered by the outer catchment
areas but currently have no facilities. The strategy seeks to address these
deficiencies through the provision of STPs throughout the district with particular
emphasis on Princes Risborough and Stokenchurch.

4.4.

The current balance between supply and demand for other outdoor
sports facilities

4.4.1 Methodology
For outdoor sports facilities, a locally-derived, evidence-based standard of provision
as described in each section was developed for each facility, to assess current and
future deficiencies based on the Sport England guidance and taking current data,
participation rates, and feedback from sports clubs and governing bodies.
The locally-derived, evidence-based standards of provision were applied for each
facility to assess future deficiencies and generally this is based on current population
to facility ratios.
4.4.2 Future needs
The results of the assessment were as follows:
Facility

Bowling greens

Sport
2012
Current Population Facility
England population facilities
2033
needs
Standard
2033
1:
20,000

173,300

9

25

193,400

10

Surplus/
(Demand)
in 2033
(1)

Tennis courts

1: 2,250

173,300

74

193,400

86

(22)

MUGAs

1:
11,500

173,300

15

193,400

17

(2)

4.4.3 Current and future needs
The results of the assessment were as follows:
Facility
type

Current Need Assessment

Future assessed

Total Need

deficiency at 2033

Bowling
greens

No additional facilities needed. 1 additional green.

1 green

Tennis
courts

A deficit of 3 tennis courts

22 additional
courts once the
existing deficiency
has been met.

19 courts

MUGAs

No additional facilities
needed.

2 additional
MUGAs.

2 MUGAs

4.4.4 Spatial Needs
The maps below show the current outdoor sports facilities with catchment areas.
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Bowls Green catchment map
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Tennis courts catchment map
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MUGAs catchment map
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The maps above and the results of the audit and future needs analysis show the
following:
Bowls – Stokenchurch is the only area with no provision currently. The strategy
seeks to address this shortfall.
Tennis – No major gaps but all areas are deficient in tennis courts. The strategy
seeks to provide tennis courts across the district..
MUGAs – There is no provision in the Flackwell Heath, Bourne End and Wooburn
Green sub area. The strategy seeks to address these deficiencies in future
developments in these areas.

4.5

Current Quality Assessment of Pitches and Improvements required

The Sport England methodology includes an onsite assessment against set criteria
on the quality of current sites. The quality assessment has no impact on the quantity
as all facilities remain in use and have been included in the sections above as
current provision. The information below outlines the quality improvements currently
highlighted and if completed will improve the playing experience.
Facility type
Adult football pitches

Quality
Pitch improvements needed at:
 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
 Gossmore Lane Recreation Ground
Changing improvements needed at:
 Bourne End Recreation Ground
 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
 Gossmore Lane Recreation Ground
 Holmers Farm Recreation Ground
 Mannings Field
 Shelley Road Recreation Ground
 The Rye
 Totteridge Recreation Ground

Youth football pitches

Pitch improvements needed at:
 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
 Gossmore Lane Recreation Ground
 Riley Road Recreation Ground.
Changing improvements needed at:
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 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
 Gossmore Lane Recreation Ground
 Mannings Field
 Peter’s Lane Playing Fields
 The Rye
Mini-soccer pitches

Pitch improvements needed at:
 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
Changing improvements needed at:
 Downley Common
 Four Ashes Recreation Ground
 The Rye
 Totteridge Recreation Ground

Cricket pitches

Improvements to grass wickets needed at:
 Downley Common
 Great Hampden Memorial Ground
 Hazelmere Recreation Ground
 Lacey Green & Looseley Row Sports Club
 Longwick Playing Field
 Meadow Styles Playing Field
 Whiteleaf Cricket Ground
 Wooburn Park
Improvements to non-turf wicket at:
 Green Dragon Sports Ground
Improvements to outfields needed at:
 Bradenham CC
 Cadmore End CC
 Great Hampden Memorial Ground
 Green Dragon Sports Ground
 Little Kimble CC
 Turville Park
 Widmer End Cricket Ground
Changing improvements needed at:
 Meadow Styles Playing Field
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Improvements to practice nets needed at:
 Lacey Green & Looseley Row SC
 Longwick Playing Field
 Whiteleaf Cricket Ground
Rugby pitches

No quality improvements needed

Hockey pitches

No qualitative deficiency

Synthetic turf pitches

No qualitative deficiency

Bowling greens

Disabled access improvements needed at:
 Loudwater Bowls Club
 Princes Risborough Bowls Club
Parking/general access improvements needed at
Loudwater Bowls Club

Tennis courts

Improvements to court fencing needed at Lacey Green &
Loosely Row LTC
Improvements to changing facilities needed at:
 Bledlow Ridge Tennis Club
 Lacey Green & Looseley Row LTC
 Princes Risborough Tennis Club
 Windsor Playing Fields
Improvements for disabled and general access needed
at:
 Bledlow Ridge Tennis Club
 Hambleden Tennis Club
 Lane End Playing Fields
 Speen Tennis Club

MUGAs

Improvements to court surface needed at:
 Dereham’s Lane Sports Ground
 Radnage Recreation Ground
Improvements to court fencing needed at:
 Dereham’s Lane Sports Ground
 Monks Risborough Recreation Ground
 Radnage Recreation Ground
 Rose Avenue MUGA
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 Totteridge Recreation Ground
Improvements for disabled and general access needed
at:
 Dereham’s Lane Sports Ground
 Totteridge Recreation Ground

5. Sports Providers’ Needs and Aspirations
A survey of local sports clubs and schools in 2014 has highlighted a large list of
projects currently under consideration. The full list is included in the appendix 1.
At the Sports Forum in March 2015 the attendees were asked to rank the projects to
provide some key targets for the new strategy. The results were as follows:

Club/organisation
Westhorpe, Little Marlow
Marlow Sports Club
Bledlow Radnage Cricket &
Tennis Club and Children’s
play area
Marlow Association FCs
Lane End Primary School
Marlow Tennis Club
Wycombe
Squash
&
Racketball Club
Bledlow Village Cricket Club
Running
Bucks Cricket Association
Individual
High Wycombe Croquet
Club
Bucks Indoor Tennis Centre
Princes Risborough Cricket
Club
Softball/Baseball
Naphill & Walters Ash
School
Court
Garden
Leisure
Complex
High Wycombe Cricket Club
Thames Valley Orienteering

Facility development plans
1.5km Cycle Circuit
Clubhouse
Improve and repair car park

New changing facilities and pitch at Gossmore
Recreation Ground
Improved school field and sports facilities on field
Tennis courts (indoor and outdoor)
Additional squash court
Improved pavilion and second ground
Permanent park run route on The Rye
Artificial wicket for Last Man Stands league in High
Wycombe
Leisure trail/cycle path on old High Wycombe to
Bourne End branch line
More courts
Outdoor tennis courts
New clubhouse
Improvements to facilities on Abbey Barn South
Indoor hall
25m swimming pool and viewing area
New storing shed
More woods with maps and events
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Club
Risborough Springs Swim &
Fitness Centre
Marlow Hockey Club
High Wycombe RUFC
Cressex School
Danesfield School
Hazlemere
Sports
Association
Widmer End Tennis Club
Wycombe
Badminton
Centre
Wycombe Heights Golf
Centre
Hazlemere C of E School
Maplewood School
Booker Gym Club
Penn School

Fitness Gym extension
Another STP
Refurbish Male toilets
Fitness suite
Another indoor hall
STP
Clubhouse
4 more courts
Extend driving range and install reservoir
Swimming pool upgrade
STP
Extension
Swimming Pool

The Council’s own facility plans include the following:


Opening the new Wycombe Leisure Centre in January 2016 and closing the
current Wycombe Sports Centre in December 2015



Court Garden Leisure Complex will be included in a review of the facilities
within Higginson Park in 2015/16. This is an ageing centre containing a small
swimming pool, small health and fitness suite and sports hall/performance
space along with ancillary facilities such as a cafe.



Risborough Springs Swimming and Fitness Centre is an early 1990’s build.
The Council’s main aspiration for this centre is a larger health and fitness
area.

6. Recommendation and Conclusions
The Council and its partners wish to work in partnership to provide improved sports
facilities in the District.
Detailed below are the key recommendations for sports facility improvement:
1. To continue to improve the Council’s public facilities. This work started in the
previous strategy and the new Wycombe Leisure Centre at Handy Cross is
being open early in 2016. The review of Court Garden Leisure Complex and
Higginson Park starts in 2015, and capital funding has been agreed for the
improvement of Risborough Springs Swim and Fitness Centre.
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2. To support sports clubs and schools developing schemes identified in
Appendix 1; actively supporting those that rank highest, such as delivering
cycling facilities within the district.
3. To continue the development of multi sports hubs providing local sports
provision, for example the expansion of Marlow Sports Club.
4. To ensure provision of outdoor sport provision, including 3G pitches in the
District to address current shortfalls and meet future needs.
5. To work with the Planning and Sustainability Department, developers and
other infrastructure providers on the provision and development of sports
facilities to meet the District’s current and future needs. Strategic sites
(including the Reserve Sites and any site within the Princes Risborough
potential expansion area) may provide on-site or off-site provision where
required. To provide further input to and evidence for the Local Plan.

7. Evaluation and Review
The programme will be owned by Wycombe District Council with regular reporting to
the Wycombe Sports and Physical Activity Network (Wycombe SPAN)5. Projects will
have delivery teams comprising organisations relevant to the initiative to be
delivered. The recommendations in the strategy will be reviewed after three years
from adoption of the strategy and again at the end of the strategy to capture
progress made.

5

part of the Wycombe Partnership
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Appendix 1 – Sports Club Project List (created in 2014/15)

Club / School Name
Abbey Gym Club
Bledlow Ridge Cricket Club
Bledlow Village Cricket Club
Bledlow Village Cricket Club
Booker Gym Club
Bourne End Bowls Club
Bourne End Inline Hockey Club
Brazilian Jujitzu
Burnham Ladies Hockey Club
Bucks Indoor Tennis Centre
Daws Hill Spitfires/LYBC
Daws Hill Spitfires/LYBC
Downley Albion Football Club
Flackwell Heath Bowls Club
Flackwell Heath Bowls Club
Flackwell Heath Golf Club
Harleyford Golf Club
Hazlemere Golf Club
Hazlemere Sports Association
Hazlemere Youth Centre Judo Club
High Wycombe Bowling Club
High Wycombe Bowling Club
High Wycombe Cricket Club
High Wycombe Croquet Club
High Wycombe Rugby Union
Football Club
High Wycombe Rugby Union
Football Club
High Wycombe Rugby Union
Football Club
High Wycombe Shoot Volleyball
Hughenden
Valley
Residents
Association
Hughenden
Valley
Residents
Association
Longridge
Longridge
Longridge
Longridge
Longridge

Loudwater Bowls
Magnolia Park Sports & Social Club
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Wish
Full time gym facility
Improve facilities
Improve pavilion
Purchase second ground
Extend in size
Soft surface courts (not concrete)
Hockey rink
Planning permission for a new building
to use own money
Astro turf
Outdoor tennis courts
Second full size baseball diamond
Improve clubhouse/changing facilities
Clubhouse
Additional parking
Path
Clubhouse
Fairway watering
General Refurbishment
All weather pitch
Sprung floor
Another changing facility
Resurface the green
New storing shed
Another few courts
Resurface car park
Refurbish gents toilets
New shower block area
Own premises
MUGA
Cycle path
Flood proof buildings
Improve parking and traffic flow
Stand Up Paddleboard facilities
Zip Wire Facility
Fencing Piste
Covered and secure area for elite boat
storage
Improve car parking facilities
Astro Turf Pitch

Magnolia Park Sports & Social Club
Marlow Hockey Club
Marlow Hockey Club
Marlow Canoe Club
Marlow Rugby Union Football Club
Marlow Rowing Club
Monks Risborough Cricket Club
Parklodge Ju-Jitsu Kai
Penn Tennis Club
Practical Darts Karate Club
Prestwood Tennis Club
Prestwood Tennis Club
Princes Risborough Cricket Club
Princes Risborough Golf Club
Princes Risborough Lawn Tennis
Club
Princes Risborough Lawn Tennis
Club
Stokenchurch Judo Club
Thames Valley Orienteering Club
Whiteleaf Bowmen Archery Club
Whiteleaf Bowmen Archery Club
Widmer End Lawn Tennis Club
Widmer End Lawn Tennis Club
Wooburn Park Lawn Tennis Club
Wycombe Badminton Centre
Wycombe Heights Golf Centre
Wycombe Heights Golf Centre
Wycombe Hockey Club
Wycombe Phoenix Harriers
Wycombe Phoenix Harriers
Wycombe Phoenix Harriers
Wycombe Squash and Racket Ball
Club
Wycombe Squash and Racket Ball
Club
Schools
Burford School
Cressex School
Cressex School
Cressex School
Crown House School
Danesfield School
Great Kimble school
Hazlemere C of E School
Hazlemere C of E School
Lane End School
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Floodlights
Another synthetic turf pitch
Clubhouse
Improve car parking
Expand changing facility
More land
Expand facilities
Permanent facility (currently
Wycombe Judo Centre)
Toilet facility
Own facility
Small clubhouse
Resurface car park
New clubhouse
Buy land and building 9 holes
Improved car park
Extra court
Permanent hall
More woods for mapping and using
Develop field
Archery court
Floodlights on 2 courts
Clubhouse
Additional court
4 more courts
Permission to put in a reservoir
Extend driving range
Clubhouse/Changing Rooms
Club facilities
Seating at stadium
Under cover track
Refurbish ladies changing room
Additional glass backed court

Extend main hall
Another sports hall
Swimming pool
Fitness suite
Land for football pitch
Another indoor hall
Sports hall
Flat field
Swimming pool upgrade
Drainage for school field

use

Little Marlow C of E School
Longwick School
Loudwater Combined School
Loudwater Combined School
Manor Farm School
Maplewood School
Naphill and Walters Ash School
Penn School
Penn School
Penn School
Penn School
Princes Risborough School
Princes Risborough School
Princes Risborough School

Indoor PE hall
Bigger hall
Tennis courts
New sports hall
Bigger hall
Astro turf pitch
Another indoor hall
Sports hall
New courts
Swimming pool
Refurbish football pitches
Junior size 3G Astroturf pitch
Athletics long jump pitch
Cycling facility – mountain bike skills
station course
Astro turf pitch
Track
Sports hall
Improve playing fields
More pitches
New sports facilities
New sports facilities
Astro turf pitch

Sir William Ramsey School
Sir William Ramsey School
Speen School
St Peters School
St Peters School
St Teresa’s School
Wycombe Grange School
Widmer End School
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